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             INTRODUCTION​
There’s a lot of confusion on how Joe managed to frame Nadia and Edward as in 
season 5 it contradicted what we saw in season 4. And I’m gonna clear up every 

conception so let’s start “THE INTRODUCTION” 
Throughout the Season Joes student Nadia was gaining suspicion of Joe and 
was looking into him see eventually finds out that her professor was Joe 
Goldberg and that he was a serial killer keeping marriane hostage.Nadia then 
comes into joes class late Joe sees Nadia, we came late to class. However, he 
doesn’t say anything and continues to observe her. He sees that she is acting too 
weird and anxious, and he also sees that she is on his phone. To get her 
attention, Joe asks him a question about a book they were supposed to read as 
homework, but Nadia says that she couldn’t read the book. Joe immediately 
understands that something is up with her because this has never happened 
before. Rhys says that she would be a problem, because he likely connected the 
dots and figured Nadia learned something about Joe. He then asks Joe to tell her 
to say, if he wants to find Marianne alive. This shows that Rhys instantly knew 
Nadia had found Marianne (who Joe was keeping in a cage). Joe listened to 
Rhys and asked her to stay. The conversation between them made Rhys 
understand more of her lies. 
 
As for how Rhys figured it out: Nadia was already somewhat involved with the 
wealthy circle; she knew Malcolm and even attended the gathering in episode 6 
(it wasn’t exactly a party, but I can’t think of a better word). She had been 
investigating the Eat-the-Rich killer quite thoroughly. Rhys realized from her 
nervous and suspicious behavior that she had likely solved the case and 
probably even found Marianne. 
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“SEEING THROUGH NADIAS PLAN” 
Nadia comes up with a plan to free marriane and let her out of Joe's clutches but 
Joe  read through Nadia’s plan so he purposefully let Marianne go, so that she 
will think things are going her way. Joe intentionally left her plan unnoticed so 
Joe can execute a better plan later that will help him clear his name. 

​
Observation Abductive Reasoning Intuition Setting traps,İndirect 
Manipulation,Anticipation,Logical Prediction,Foresight, 



 

“THE CAGE TRAP”​

When Nadia and Edward came to the place Joe had previously put the cage, they 
didn’t find anything. After her previous visit, Joe anticipated that Nadia would 
take Edward to see the cage too, so he moved the cage. This move made Edward 
trust in Nadia less, and partially made him think she is crazy. Joe wouldn’t have 
any other reason to get rid of the cage as Joe keeps his cages even after 
somebody is dead or killed in them ​

 
 
Takes: Inductive Reasoning  Abductive Reasoning,Logical Reasoning, 
Planning,Setting traps,İndirect Manipulation,                                                                                         
Deception,Non-Verbal Deception Misdirection,​

“FRAMING NADIA AND EDWARD”​
Joe anticipated that Nadia and her boyfriend would come to his house to search 
for evidence, so Joe planted evidence (Rhys’ stuff) in his house. When Nadia and 
Edward come to his house, Edward waits outside while Nadia searches for 
evidence inside. Nadia finds the box Joe planted and spends time taking pictures 
of it. In this timeframe, Joe cuts Edward’s throat near their car. Nadia has 
finished taking pictures so she gets out of the house to go to their car. She goes 
near the car but can’t see Edward inside of it, right in that moment, she turns 
around and sees Joe, she gets shocked and drops her phone to the ground. Joe 
picks up the phone from the ground and deletes the pictures Nadia took. He 
starts walking towards Nadia so she backs away, right when she gets near the 
trunk of the car she sees the body of Edward. Joe makes her pick up a knife that 



 

he used to kill Edward, so that he could frame Nadia for it by placing her 
fingerprints on the weapon. He also planned to plant the box (Rhys’ stuff) into 
Nadia’s bedroom sent from an anonymous tipster, knowing that the police will 
think Edward sent it. So in one move; Joe killed Edward who was a threat to him, 
he framed Nadia for the murder of Edward, he framed Edward for the 
“Eat-the-Rich Killer” murders. 
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“CLEARING MISCONCEPTIONS”​
Despite being directly stated that Joe knew Nadia about marriane the show 
somehow contradicted it acting as if Joe didn’t know Nadia knew about marriane 
so let me explain why this is false and how Joe did know marriane was alive. Joe 
didn’t know marriane was alive but Rhys did let me explain The Subconscious 
and Intelligence 
Intuition and Insight: 
The subconscious mind processes subtle environmental cues and internal 
signals that the conscious mind misses, leading to intuitive feelings and "gut 
reactions" about situations.  



 

Intelligent Action: 
The subconscious is a goal-seeking "supercomputer" that uses past experiences 
and stored data to guide behavior and thought, contributing significantly to our 
overall intelligent responses to the world.  
Complementary to Consciousness: 
Instead of being a separate or lesser entity, the subconscious is an essential 
partner to the conscious mind, and most intelligent behavior results from the 
coordination of both.  
Key Concept: Cognitive Unconscious 
Beyond Simple Awareness: 
The concept of the "cognitive unconscious" views it not just as a place of stimuli 
we are unaware of, but as a domain of sophisticated cognitive processes that 
influence our behavior and decisions.  
Complexity and Adaptation: 
This view highlights the highly intelligent and adaptive nature of unconscious 
processes, which can perform fundamental cognitive tasks that were once 
thought to require conscious deliberation. It wasn’t Joe who knew about 
marriane But it wasn’t exactly his conscience that knew His sub conscious which 
reads Rhys knew and Rhys is shown to have knowledge on things Joe does not 
like what he said to Phoebe and Kate’s phone acess code Also Joe would’ve seen 
Nadia on his security cameras look in his flat and get the key to his cage  

​

“HOW DID RHYS KNOW SHE WAS 
ALIVE”​
Despite the show saying Joe did not know we can logically infer Rhys did for one 
as we just explained Rhys is Joe's subconscious and knows things Joe does not. 
For one it’s way out of joes methods to handle a loved ones death Joe would 
have covered up her death Bury her body or frame somebody for it Joe has done 



 

this for all his love interest (Beck love Natalie Candance) This is already enough 
evidence to show Joe knowing she was alive he wouldn’t have left her on a 
random park bench this was just part of Rhys plan and Joe went along with it. 
And if you say just because it isn’t stated means it isn’t true things can be implied 
and it’s done so before In the show many times. Joes subconscious knew she 
alive and used that to help with his plan to frame naida the reason Joe was 
shocked is because only his subconscious knew not Joe Rhys knew. Rhys also 
told Joe to cut up Marianne's body like Malcom why would he randomly change it 
up to putting her on a bench it’s because Joe saw through her plan and decided 
to execute a better one

​

“BUT KATE HELPED JOE FRAME 
HER”​
Kate didn’t do anything at all to help Joe. The entire plan was his idea and even if 
you use the argument of Joe saying she helped him frame her even Nadia said 
this was just a manipulation tactic to help her get on his side. Kate did not have 
an impact on Joe framing her; she just supported the idea of Joe killing Rhys. 
Also they legit needed joes confession to Rhys death as they couldn’t get Joe 
arrested himself if Kate helped she would’ve been able to expose Joe without it 



 

​



 

​

“EXTRA STUFF”​
Joe stated it was a different man who did that when he framed Nadia implying 
Rhys took over when he was framing her meaning season 4 joes plan with Nadia 
was Rhys plans not joes. ​

                     



 

Thanks for reading my doc                          ​

 


