FACE REVEAL STRATEGY
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vlnsand in cord for contentions regarding this.

To begin with, I want to point out the unpredictability and the precision of the action that L undertook

after several events.

Over the course of several days, Light manages to kill twelve FBI agents, thereby depriving L of part of
his operational team. This limits his control over the situation, since after the killings L had only a few

members left in the investigative task force.

In such a situation, one might assume that L would shift into a defensive stance, attempting to keep his
identity hidden. However, what L does is practically impossible to foresee. L decides to personally reveal

himself to Light in order to observe and analyze his reaction.

At first glance, this appears to be an extremely foolish move, since from the very beginning L tried to
conceal his identity from Kira in order not to become his next victim. Here, L seems to discard one of
the most important factors—anonymity—by revealing himself to Kira.

But the situation is not that simple. First, we must understand what is required to commit a killing

(specifically in Kira’s case):

1. A name
2. A face

A killing is impossible if one of these factors is unavailable. In L’s case, not only does he deprive Kira of

the ability to kill him, but he also sets a trap that Kira may fall into if he does not anticipate it in advance.
How did L deprive Kira of the ability to kill him? And what is this trap?

Let us analyze it step by step.
Earlier, we established that two factors are required for a killing. L’s revelation is not ordinary, because
even while revealing himself, he conceals his real name. He not only hides it, but instead gives the name

of a famous actor—Hideki Ryuga.

Since Light can see L’s face, the only remaining factor is the name. Therefore, Light must obtain L’s real
name. In this situation, Light appears to possess both a name and a face, but there is a complication: if he
attempts to kill L using the name “Hideki Ryuga,” he would most likely end up killing the famous actor
rather than the detective. This would confirm L’s suspicions toward Light, worsen Light’s position, and

allow L to narrow Kira down from billions of suspects.

The next layer of protection lies in the possibility that the individual who presented himself to Light
might not be the real L, but a hired agent. Light cannot be certain that the person who revealed himself
is the true detective. If we assume that L hired agents and revealed himself to each suspect, this would be

logical, as it would allow him to control the situation from all sides without exposing his true identity.



If we assume that Light were to obtain the Shinigami Eyes in order to learn L’s real name and kill him,
L’s system would automatically direct suspicion toward Light. Such a system completely neutralizes

Kira’s advantage—an absolute weapon whose nature has not yet even been fully understood.

Now I will recount and clarify the elements that demonstrate the unprecedented nature of this strategy,
its effectiveness, and the system’s perfect adaptability to changes, to Kira’s actions, and to the emergence

of new phenomena and variables.

After Light Yagami officially joins the investigative task force, the world encounters a new anomaly—the
appearance of a second Kira. This unknown individual acts with fanaticism, broadcasting videotapes
containing messages understandable only to the true Kira. In one of the messages, this person claims to

have already found Kira—even though, in reality, they have not yet met.

Soon afterward, a girl known as Misa Amane suddenly appears at Light’s house. To cover his tracks and
conceal the fact of their personal contact, Light creates a new videotape on behalf of the “second Kira.”
In it, Misa supposedly announces that she is ceasing her activities and transferring the investigation into

the hands of the police, remaining only an external ally of Kira.

Categories:

Strategy effectiveness & efficiency are demonstrated at the highest level. Both are evident in the way
the strategy neutralizes the advantages possessed by Kira. It eliminates the unknown phenomena and

Kira’s anonymity. It allows L to overturn the entire situation within a short period of time, drastically
reducing the complexity of analysis from his own position, and subsequently forcing Kira to generate

more and more hypotheses, which in turn increases the probability of his collapse.

The strategy also enables L to observe Kira almost 24/7, which serves as an auxiliary advantage, since he
can monitor Light’s behavior while remaining physically close to him and investigating the case alongside

him.

This is excessively effective, as it allows L to immediately eliminate Kira’s advantages while

simultaneously appropriating certain advantages for himself.

Strategy complexity is reflected in the very position from which L structures the strategy. The Kira case
is extraordinarily complex, involving an immense number of supernatural factors and a severe lack of
complete information, which makes the investigative process extremely difficult. L is forced to construct
highly effective and sophisticated schemes while operating from such a disadvantageous position. For
more details: This represents an unprecedented novelty, one in which L is confronted with a world where
nothing occurs except heart attacks. From this alone arises an immense difficulty, given that the situation
involves radically incomplete information, with enormous branching factors, depth, and continnous belief

updating, especially considering the supernatural nature of the phenomenon and the existence of seven
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billion potential agents from whom the search space must be narrowed (L cannot even be certain that the
perpetrator is human,).

Yet e succeeds in constructing a psychological profile of Kira before the case formally begins, on the basis of
severely limited data, and proceeds to test bis hypotheses within a single broadcast. He then employs these
distinct conclusions as premises within a broader deductive framework, ultimately converging on the
identification Light = Kira. This is staggering when one considers that L effectively builds the entire
inferential structure while Kira functions as an active, adaptive adversary.

Even after L narrows the field of suspects to Light, Light persistently confronts L with sophisticated
counter-moves via the notebook, forcing L to repeatedly revise his beliefs, most notably with respect to the
ML hypothesis as a whole. This includes uncertainties regarding the diversity of Kira-like agents, the
operational mechanics of their abilities, fabricated rules, and related variables.

Theoretical considerations that further complicate L’s reasoning include the law of large numbers, the
bootstrap problem, game theory under conditions of incomplete information, branching-factor explosion,

depth, and continuous belief updating.

Strategy resilience & shielding are demonstrated through the protective layers that neutralize Kira’s

advantages.

Earlier, I showed how, through his strategy, L constructed a trap and executed a counterattack in

response to Kira’s actions, anticipating a plan that had not yet even been implemented.

He deprives Kira of the ability to use the absolute weapon that would allow him to kill L at any time. He
strips Kira of absolute anonymity and freedom, restricting his options (as evidenced by the constant
surveillance and the joint investigation with Kira). L even accounts for his own death, creating an
additional layer of protection: even if Light were to kill L, it would inevitably lead to Kira’s capture. L
foresees such an outcome in advance and prepares a countermeasure. He publicly declares that if he dies
in the near future, Light is responsible. By stating this directly to Light and to the task force, L once
again restricts Light’s freedom and induces internal panic (arising from the impossibility of eliminating
L, who strongly suspects him), thereby completely neutralizing the possibility of using any concealed

means to carry out the killing.

Strategy logistics are manifested in the fact that L commands an entire operational unit, controlling

their actions and the potential outcomes that require their involvement.

As an example, one can note the moment when Misa was apprehended. Such an action required a precise
operational system through which the arrest was to be executed. The essence lies in the fact that the
strategy encompasses every single day spent with Kira from the moment of identity revelation, which in

itself testifies to a high level of logistical coordination.
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