Akiyama Shinichi, a central character in Liar Game, is often hailed as a genius with unparalleled strategic thinking and psychological insight. While it's undeniable that he is intelligent and plays a crucial role in navigating the complex and often morally ambiguous games in the series, the perception that he is a flawless intellectual mastermind can be seen as overrated for several nuanced reasons. Below is a comprehensive analysis of why this perception might not be fully warranted, despite his achievements in the story.

[bookmark: _k5f1ivabsmwi]1. Plot-Driven Intelligence: He’s as Smart as the Story Needs Him to Be
One of the most critical factors contributing to the overestimation of Akiyama’s intellect is the plot armor inherent in his character. Akiyama’s victories and insights often rely heavily on the structure and pacing of the narrative rather than pure logic or plausible deduction. In many instances, he pulls off seemingly impossible reversals that require perfect knowledge of other players' thoughts and intentions—something that, in real-life game theory or psychological manipulation, would be much less reliable.
Moreover, some of Akiyama’s most brilliant deductions are only revealed after the fact, with the benefit of hindsight. These “Sherlock Holmes-style” explanations often depend on information that wasn’t available to the audience (and sometimes other characters), which undermines the credibility of the deduction. It makes him seem smarter than he realistically should be, because the narrative has retroactively constructed a victory that only looks logical.

[bookmark: _vrlq7r9tcjai]2. Dependence on Ideal Circumstances and Compliant Opponents
In many cases, Akiyama's strategies hinge on opponents behaving in very specific, often predictable ways. He frequently assumes that others will follow certain rational or psychological patterns—and more often than not, they do. While this plays into the psychological themes of Liar Game, it also gives Akiyama an edge that real-world strategists wouldn’t reliably have. People are not always predictable. If even one opponent made a truly irrational or unpredictable move, many of Akiyama's strategies would fall apart.
This exposes a kind of "intellectual fragility" in his plans: they work well under controlled, contrived conditions but may collapse under genuine uncertainty or chaos. Therefore, labeling him a genius without accounting for the artificial structure of the games overestimates the robustness of his intellect.

[bookmark: _mvjvm6r2q2xx]3. Over-Reliance on Luck and Coincidence
While Akiyama is portrayed as being meticulous and deeply analytical, he often benefits from considerable luck—be it in the form of last-minute alliances, hidden information suddenly becoming available, or opponents making inexplicable blunders at just the right time. In a more realistic scenario, many of these elements would not align in his favor so conveniently.
Additionally, some of the solutions he devises—though creative—work only because other players happen to have specific psychological or ethical vulnerabilities. When luck consistently plays such a large role in a character’s success, it's hard to separate true brilliance from narrative convenience.

[bookmark: _2j3265scxwez]4. Limited Range of Problem Solving
Akiyama excels in the psychological manipulation and logic-based puzzles central to the Liar Game, but his intellectual capacity isn’t tested in broader, more diverse contexts. He's not portrayed as a polymath or someone with a wide range of competencies across disciplines—such as mathematics, philosophy, or engineering. His genius is hyper-specialized, and while that makes him appear god-like within the narrow context of the game, it doesn't necessarily translate into a broader form of intelligence or strategic capability.
In contrast, characters like Light Yagami from Death Note or Lelouch from Code Geass are shown applying their intelligence in a variety of domains—social manipulation, combat strategy, academic excellence, and philosophical reasoning. Akiyama, by comparison, operates within a more limited intellectual ecosystem, yet is often praised as if he were a universally brilliant thinker.

[bookmark: _7bbl7mjgvi2k]5. Moral Overshadowing and Simplistic Worldview
Part of Akiyama’s appeal is his moral compass. He acts as a counterbalance to the greed and cruelty of the Liar Game organization, and he is often motivated by a desire to protect others—especially Kanzaki Nao. However, his moral superiority is often mistaken for intellectual superiority. Because he seems more ethical and rational than the often self-serving or outright villainous characters he opposes, the audience is led to believe he is inherently smarter.
But morality and intelligence aren’t the same thing. Akiyama’s decisions are sometimes driven more by narrative ethics than by rigorous reasoning. He takes big risks, makes emotional choices, and sometimes relies heavily on Nao’s idealism, even when logic would suggest otherwise. These decisions aren’t always the "smartest" in a utilitarian sense, yet they are framed as brilliant because they advance the story's moral message.

[bookmark: _vkptozpzdcbi]6. Heavy Reliance on Other Characters (Especially Nao)
While Akiyama is positioned as the brain of the team, he frequently relies on Kanzaki Nao's unwavering moral stance to gain trust or manipulate outcomes. In fact, several of his strategies would not succeed without her innocence and honesty acting as a psychological lever to influence other players.
This symbiosis—though effective—suggests that Akiyama is not a lone genius operating in a vacuum, but someone whose intellectual performance is amplified by the strengths and purity of his teammates. While collaboration isn’t a weakness, it does complicate the image of Akiyama as a solitary intellectual titan. He often achieves victory through a combination of his own calculations and others' emotional leverage.

[bookmark: _pr20q1uwbfdj]7. Rarely Challenged by Equally Smart Characters
The Liar Game universe features many clever characters, but rarely does Akiyama face a true equal for long. Yokoya Norihiko comes closest to matching him in terms of strategy and ruthlessness, but even Yokoya is ultimately undermined by his arrogance and overconfidence. Other potential intellectual rivals are either morally bankrupt, emotionally unstable, or simply don’t last long enough to provide sustained challenge.
As a result, Akiyama’s intellect is rarely pushed to its limits. The audience doesn't get to see him in situations where he is truly outmatched or forced to radically rethink his strategies under pressure. This further contributes to an inflated sense of his capabilities.

[bookmark: _nuultwjya113]8. Idealization by the Narrative and Fans
Ultimately, Akiyama is a victim of his own mythology. Because he’s written to be the “savior” in an emotionally manipulative and complex environment, fans and the narrative alike place him on a pedestal. This idealization leads to a kind of halo effect, where his intelligence is seen as not just great, but infallible.
However, infallibility is not the mark of true genius—it’s often the result of narrative bias. Akiyama’s successes are too clean, too consistent, and too scripted to reflect the chaotic, failure-ridden path of real intellectual growth or strategic thinking.

[bookmark: _fbuttu9urze1]Conclusion
Akiyama Shinichi is undoubtedly intelligent and skilled in the art of manipulation, deduction, and game theory, but his reputation as a near-omniscient genius is often exaggerated due to a combination of narrative convenience, idealized moral framing, lack of equally matched opponents, and reliance on luck and supporting characters. His "genius" is real within the context of Liar Game's fictional structure, but when critically examined, it’s clear that much of his intellectual capacity is shaped—and sometimes overstated—by the demands of storytelling.
In short, Akiyama isn’t overrated because he isn’t smart—he’s overrated because the narrative rarely allows him to fail, to be wrong, or to face genuine unpredictability. True genius is not just about winning; it’s about navigating failure, uncertainty, and imperfection. Akiyama, for all his strengths, is rarely given the chance to demonstrate that kind of resilience.

