- Mentalist Season 3, Episode 21

Jane and Lisbon head to Hangtree Community College, where a
teacher explains that the human brain is not a computer. To

illustrate her point, she asks the class on which day of the week
May 31, 1976 fell.

Instantly Jane correctly responds Monday and declares, “My brain

is a computer, it is a steel trap, a computerized steel trap.”

Docs that I will kinda debunk.
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First, these two documents analyze the feat and note that the
mentalist never explains how Jane accomplishes it. Consequently,
they assume the simplest approach possible. River and RatJoe_
suggest that Jane employs Zeller’s Congruence to perform the

calculation.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yNt6C-6W60bS_HFy7OpjBqU5c70ev16lY6irAAWdXqo/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GuCqOlS_aXY83Zyxeq-pAVN1cBvRMEvk33vAxK_GQb8/edit?pli=1&tab=t.0#heading=h.8bs7nmtcarll

However, Scd_Scal1489 contends that both documents
mistakenly assume Zeller’s Congruence as the simplest method

and overlook the far simpler Doomsday Method.

As these two documents explain, The Mentalist never clarifies
how Jane performs the feat. Although both analyses propose
specific methods, The Mentalist never indicates that Jane actually

employs any method, nor is it subtly implied.

Both interpretations, while potentially plausible, do not
constitute undeniable proof, since the burden of proof arises

from assuming that Jane used a specific method in the first place.

The context of the scene is that the teacher aims to make the point
that the human brain is not a computer. By this, she means that
humans are not capable of performing such rapid calculations,
which is precisely why tasks like these are typically reserved for
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To illustrate her point, she asks the class what day of the week
May 31, 1976 fell on, a question that everyone would struggle to
answer even with ample time, (unless ofc they know those

methods above).



Patrick Jane responds with “Monday” and follows with the line,
“My brain is a computer, it is a steel trap, a computerized steel
trap.” The scene suggests that, whether literal or not, Jane
possesses a mind capable of calculating at a speed comparable to a

computer .

Importantly, he does not claim this ability is universal. By saying
“my brain,” he emphasizes that this capacity is unique to him.
The context reinforces the idea that Jane’s mind operates on a

level that sets him apart from others.

There are two possible explanations, memory or genuinely

extraordinary processing speed.
Memory Route -

Patrick Jane was born on July 30, 1969, which means he was seven

years old on May 31, 1976.

He is known to possess an extraordinary memory palace and

eidetic recall, so he may remember that specific date directly.



Even so, recalling it would still demand exceptional mental acuity
because he would need to remember whether he observed the date
on that day or, if he did not, rely on memories of events

immediately before or after to infer the weekday.

If he did see the date, he would still have to retrieve it from
whatever record he consulted at the time, a feat kinda like PMH.
Alternatively, he might have deduced the weekday by
remembering his exact age and identifying the corresponding day

of the week that year was on.

PSI Route -

Now let's say today is 4th of June and its 2025 Wednesday, now P]

can calculate it like 3rd of June, 2025 is Tuesday and so on until

May 31, 1976.

The number of days between those two dates is:
Total days = 17,942 (Total days)

That means you'd need to do 17,942 day shifts (Total days) for
example wed > tue > mon > sun Instantly, and still keep up along
with the month and year. Meaning the permutation PJ is doing is

17,942 steps per second.



Given the context, the point is that Patrick Jane does not use any
specific method because it is neither implied nor hinted at,
instead, the context suggests that Jane relies on his mental

abilities.

Even if one argues that established methods still demand
extraordinary mental prowess and fall short of computer speed,
the scene presents Jane’s calculation speed as comparable to a
computer’s which is still far beyond what those methods can

achieve.

Although it is true that computers operate using algorithms and
Methods, Jane's brain is not a computer. He calculates at a

computer-like speed, yet remains human.

The context does not equate Jane with a machine, it emphasizes
that he is a person capable of performing calculations as swiftly as

a cornputer .



