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Analysis of the Feat: 
While imprisoned and later reintroduced to Hannibal Lecter, Will Graham 

does not attempt to deceive Hannibal through deception, emotional 
suppression, or surface level acting. Will understands through prolonged 
exposure and his empathic insight that Hannibal does not evaluate truth 

through statements and expressions, but through profiles across 
emotions, physiology, identity, and development over time. Because of 

this, Will realizes that attempting to act innocent or loyal would 
immediately fail, as Hannibal’s olfactory perception(Confirmed with the 

Pazzi feat) and psychological insight would detect the different emotional 
stress based behavior. Instead, Will uses a different type strategy: he 
uses his empathy hax not as a tool for reading others, but as a tool for 

restructuring the self from the inside, constructing an internally 
psychological state that aligns with how Hannibal views Will. Will 

accurately models Hannibal’s internal image of him, including Hannibal’s 
expectations of Will’s fear, curiosity, vulnerability, attraction to darkness, 

and moral instability, and then temporarily inhabits that image as a 
functioning emotional framework rather than a superficial mask. This 

means Will is not lying in the traditional sense, he is becoming a version 
of himself that is emotionally true within Hannibal’s view of Will, which 

prevents Hannibal from detecting with his olfactory perception, since the 
body is responding to a genuine emotional configuration rather than a 
fabricated one. This process requires Will to allow emotions such as 

fear, guilt, fascination, and resentment to exist fully, but to redefine their 
meaning, transforming them into emotions Hannibal would expect to 

perceive. By doing so, Will maintains emotional consistency rather than 
emotional honesty, which is far more important to Hannibal’s perception. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ANoE4LxqeunW4kvROxVfyldD4lvRWS_c/view?usp=sharing


Maintaining this state is extraordinarily dangerous, as it requires 
continuous metacognitive insight of yourself, meaning Will must remain 

aware that the identity he is inhabiting is constructed, while 
simultaneously allowing it to function naturally enough to generate 

physiological responses. If Will were to lose this awareness, he would 
either fully dissociate and collapse psychologically or lose control of 

emotional leakage, both outcomes resulting in immediate exposure that 
Will is lying to Hannibal and planning to betray him. Also this means that 

Will needs to anticipate and predict all of Hannibal's views on Will, for 
this deception to work in Will's favor. 

We also Have to take into consideration of Will Graham's pure 
empathy Effects and what it does to his sanity: 

Basically he absorbs so many emotions that naturally even 
maintaining a normal set of comprehensive thoughts would be 

psychologically crippling to a normal person. 

As Hannibal directly states he absorbs as in lives every single 
moment in both victims and victimisers position  

We normal people have an internal buffer that allows us to 
differentiate between our own feelings and those of others whereas 

Will doesn’t since his empathy is total  

The sheer volume and intensity of emotions he absorbs would be 
psychologically crippling to anyone else too (if you assume the 

given character is as empathic as he is)  

Neurologically speaking his level of emotional absorption causes 
an overactive mirror neuron system where his brain doesn’t just 

register another person’s state but inhabits it.​
(Thank you Chocomilk for this analysis) 

We can deduce that Will Graham while mirroring Hannibal's view of him, 
that he used his empathy hax to do this feat. Meaning Will had to suffer 

from those effects the entire time while he was mirroring to deceive 
Hannibal. Which makes this feat way more impressive that he can 

perfectly alter all of his emotions with ease with all those circumstances 
he had to suffer while doing this feat.  



Also the explanation of empathy hax, doesn't only work on crime scenes, 
but also works on living people. This feat exactly shows that Will's 

empathy hax doesn't only work on crime scenes but on living people. 

Also backing with this deception, because Will knows just to change his 
personality he won't fully deceive and trick Hannibal into thinking he 
joined his "Dark Side", meaning Will had to get concrete evidence he 

joined. While he found Lounds investigating Will's shed and finding the 
body. He took that chance to side with the FBI and fabricate some meat 
of a pig from Mason Verger's barn to perfectly deceive Hannibal that he 

joined his dark side.If the other one part of the feat doesn't work they 
both fortify the deception to fool Hannibal, someone hard to deceive. 

Both of these factors combined makes this type of feat almost 
undetectable to figure out via just pure perception and Insight. This form 
of deception can even fool someone like Hannibal who already knows 
Will for around 3 months and who has his amazing olfactory perception 

(He can smell Hormonal changes like he did with Pazzi.). 

 

In Conclusion Will Graham perfectly acts/mirrors Hannibal's view of 
him to deceive him into thinking they are partners. For this to 

happen Will would have needed full control over his entire 
emotions and everything of his body for this feat to work and it did. 
So Will Graham can manage every one of his emotions and utilize it 

to deceive/betray someone as great as Hannibal. Meaning he has 
great management of his entire limbic system which scales him 
high in Emotional Management & Realization. Also need to take 

into consideration all the effects Will had to endure. Will also 
backed this deception with some fabrication with the help of the 

FBI he could make evidence that he joined the dark side. 
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