Medea manipulates the cardinal Feat (subfeat of falses rumor feat)

timeline : chapter 50/51

List of main characters and concept:
Medea Sollon: She is the protagonist of the manhwa “Your Throne.” In the story, she is the daughter of Duke Sollon. Before the story begins, she was the leading contender to become the wife of the crown prince of the empire—and thus Empress of the empire.
Psyche: She is one of the deuteragonists of the work. She is the one who was ultimately chosen by the prince to be the future empress instead of Medea. She possesses divine powers of healing and corrosion (the only one to have this).
Marquis Trodius (Helio): He is Medea's “dog,” in short, he is her henchman and also her most loyal ally. Their relationship is more or less secret in the story.
Eros: He is the crown prince and the main antagonist of the work.
Divine power: A major concept in the work, in this universe there is an element of fantasy and after Psyche and Medea fell into a kind of sacred pool, thanks to their strong will they ended up swapping bodies (this will be specified in the document when Medea acts in Psyche's body). The mechanism is simple: when Psyche dies, they swap bodies because divine will dictates that Psyche must remain alive, so she will constantly swap with Medea. For information, Medea in Psyche's body does not have access to Psyche's powers, which are more connected to her consciousness than to her physical form. 
—------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Medea completely anticipated the cardinal's arrival after the false oracle was broadcast -> Her goal now is to ally herself with the cardinal to take advantage of his influence and connections.
-> First, she managed to find out that it was the Cardinal despite his double identity (hero of the people, therefore no connection to the church) after doing some research beforehand (knowing that he is one of the most secretive figures in the kingdom -> We therefore infer a great capacity for gathering information, especially considering that technology is not developed).
Medea was able to lure the Cardinal by spreading false rumors. In fact, the Cardinal was one of the first to know about the oracle, and the layout of the Solon estate was designed to make it easier for the Cardinal to come and see her.
	The layout of the estate was as follows: Medea was the temporary duchess while Duke Solon (her father) was locked up and kept under control (from an outside perspective).
=>All of this was designed to sow doubts in the Cardinal's mind. In this situation, the Cardinal had every reason to believe that the oracle was about to come true, as the oracle consisted of two parts:
Medea will kill her father
Then she will destroy the empire
=> If Medea actually kills her father with her initial bad reputation, everyone (the people, the nobility, the church) would be led to believe that the oracle is purely true and that she will therefore be a threat to the peace of the kingdom.
This was the reason for the cardinal's visit to the Solon estate to see Medea. The cardinal simply wanted to warn Medea of the possible consequences if she killed her father (something she knew, as she had intentionally planted this idea in the cardinal's mind).
The first part of the dialogue has unfolded, and for now Medea has succeeded in bringing the cardinal to her side -> her goal is therefore to get him on her side (MAIN OBJECTIVE).
Postulate 1: I would also add that, in addition to the Oracle (false), Medea is perceived by the nobility/aristocracy as weak and defenseless because she has lost everything several times (she has worked to maintain this image).
Postulate 2: The Oracle can perceive the level of danger of individuals as well as their presence and some of their intentions thanks to the aura around them (a supernatural power).
Basis: First, she directly asks the Cardinal to ally himself with her (you always have to try, you never know lol).
There are two options: accept or refuse. If he accepts her plan and succeeds immediately, and if he refuses, she will have to negotiate (obviously he refuses, and Medea has fortunately prepared a follow-up to this).
Conclusion 1: The Cardinal initially refused because he felt he had nothing to gain from this alliance (he perceives Medea as weak because of the above rumors). (Note 1)
Premise 1: However, Medea had prepared for this outcome. To demonstrate her power and that she is not “finished,” she directly admits that she spread the rumors herself (both the rumor that she is weak and desperate and the False Oracle).
Premise 2: Then, she uses the fact that she has already met the cardinal (in Psyche's body, but the cardinal does not know this) to give him information that he should not know (the fact that she knows that the cardinal went to X and Y places, his injuries because they fought when she was in Psyche's body).
-> This gives her an appearance contrary to that of a family on the verge of destruction (she shows an image closer to control and domination -> the goal here is to create doubt in the cardinal's mind because it contradicts the idea he had of her).
Premise 3: In addition, she has more or less understood the Cardinal's power to study people's auras (theory based on observations but not too many details about the process, so we can only assume either a great insight or god-tier information gathering, as this information is known to no one in the verse except the Pope). => She led the Cardinal to believe that she is far from weak through her direct presence, which is only perceptible to the Cardinal who observes auras (the aura represents people's intentions, i.e., their will and even their dangerousness).
-> What's cool is that she adjusted her aura at the same time as she revealed premise 2 to encourage the cardinal to accept a contradiction (that he met Medea and not Psyche, even though he confirmed that it was indeed Psyche). Here, this idea is naturally irrational because Medea ≠ Psyche, yet thanks to the way the discussion was structured, she was able to convince the cardinal on this point without him even questioning the contradiction (logical manipulation).
-> To bring out this contradiction, when the cardinal had earlier entered the Solon estate to see Medea, she had already positioned herself in such a way as to be visible to the cardinal so that he could observe her aura (so that the association would have a basis in the cardinal's mind), but without any other evidence, he could not draw any plausible conclusion (just an idea to implement in his mind).
=> Here, it is her management of her stature and presence in relation to the Cardinal, who has an extraordinary perception of the state of mind of different individuals, which is very impressive).
Conclusion 2 (minor conclusion on Medea's process): I would like to point out that, logically, Medea can manipulate her image/emotions/aura/attitude/presence, in short, her image, as she made sure that the aura emanated from her when the cardinal briefly perceived it during his intrusion into the Solon estate, as well as when she broached the subject of the cardinal's wounds, but not in an intermediate manner during the discussion.
This indicates, first of all, that she had completely planned the entire discussion with the cardinal's reactions in mind -> therefore, her way of thinking was completely planned, which suggests that the misdirection was foreseen from A to Z (a major feat of EU and logical manipulation).
General conclusion 2: This method therefore allowed the Cardinal to recognize the influence and power she possessed despite the rumors (premises 3, 4, and 5 worked).
Summary: Emotional manipulation, logical manipulation, planning (the entire conversation), indirect manipulation (rumor), direct manipulation (conversation), misdirection, fabrication, acting skills, EM (aura feat)
Statement: Medea made the Cardinal believe that she was allied with at least one high priest of the temple (the religious authority in the verse), thus manipulating his thinking to achieve this result.
This is based on the fact that Medea was able to manipulate the Oracle and modify it to spread false information => This implies that she had access, in one way or another, to one of the most protected resources on the continent. Since the Oracle is only known to the temple's highest authorities, this implies that Medea is in contact with a high priest. In short, it is the result of the premises developed above (general conclusion 3) that led the cardinal to naturally assume this outcome.
The indirect goal behind all this is to make it clear that Medea (i.e., she) has a certain amount of influence and would like to gain more with the cardinal's influence (in a mutual deal). However, even though the cardinal is now clear about Medea's intentions, he still has no reason to agree to the exchange. Indeed, Medea has certainly succeeded in showing the cardinal that she is not a weak girl, but the goal would be to find a compromise that benefits both parties. At this point, she has not yet presented what the cardinal could possibly gain from it => she must therefore convince him a second time.
Method: To convince him to ally himself with her, she will use the cardinal's hatred of Eros (the crown prince of the kingdom).
-> Except that the cardinal does not have much of an opinion about Eros at this point, and even if he does, Medea is unaware of it. Medea will therefore use Eros' invitation, which states that all the nobility will gather to attend the cardinal's official presentation.
-> Medea deduces this from the invitation letter to an event announcing the cardinal's return. She will propose a plan to implement, in which she will foresee Eros' actions from A to Z (with the aim of gaining the cardinal's trust, of course, and also giving the cardinal a very bad impression of Eros). 
Premise: The cardinal had been “exiled” from the capital before coming to power some time ago and remained among the lower classes for a long time. Now he is returning to claim the title of cardinal (the title was vacant because the previous cardinal was absent).
Eros wants to use this absence as a weapon against the cardinal. The story of the “boy from the slums who rises to power and represents the people” will turn into “the impostor who has deceived his people for decades.” (Eros's goal, basically)
To change and implement this idea, Eros wants to invite all the nobility to create a situation where the cardinal will be alone against everyone (the most influential people) and thus trap the cardinal so that the nobility will have a bad image of him.
=> And it is in this situation that Medea places herself as the key player, where she will help the cardinal avoid his downfall (the idea of an alliance returns). Their relationship will be a double exchange where the cardinal allows Medea to gain access to more powerful authority and where Medea protects the cardinal from Eros' plans. The cardinal did not have a good opinion of Eros, but thanks to his exchange with Medea, In short, thanks to her ability to research information, prepare, and understand the cardinal, she was able to manipulate her meeting with the cardinal from start to finish (his arrival, the entire discussion, the cardinal's judgment, his initial intentions, which she created, etc.).
What is the fundamental idea behind all this manipulation? Technically, the cardinal may or may not believe Medea's words. Indeed, she may simply be proposing a theory, but that is not necessarily the case. It must be understood that Medea indirectly put a certain amount of pressure on the cardinal to make him systematically believe this explanation.
Medea has been proactive toward the cardinal since the beginning of their conversations, subtly placing all her manipulative elements one by one. During this discussion, Medea repeatedly demonstrated her ability to obtain information she did not possess, and she spread a false prophecy by modifying it herself. The aim was to establish herself as a strong woman, and above all, a clever one with a strong hold over those around her—in short, someone competent to have close by. In the presentation of the final stage, which consists of manipulating the cardinal, the most logical choice for the cardinal is to accept Medea's proposal. In fact, in this situation, there are several possible outcomes:
Medea is telling the truth (A)
Medea is lying to him (A/))
The cardinal accepts (B)
The cardinal refuses (B/)
In this situation, the cardinal has nothing to lose by accepting the dilemma. In the worst case scenario, if Medea lies, he can walk away, and if she is right, he will have made the right choice. In the opposite case, either he loses everything or Medea makes a fool of herself and loses all credibility in his eyes. In short, it is more advantageous for him to choose Medea's proposal because he has nothing to lose.
Especially since, in the end, when he accepts Medea's proposal, he himself admits that Medea knew in advance that he would accept. She foresaw the cardinal's possible reasoning and predicted it via EU aberrant once again.
In conclusion, Medea achieved her goal of winning over the cardinal, and she succeeded in implanting in his mind a contradiction and animosity towards Eros while regaining the cardinal's influence.

—-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To explain the inductive reasoning present in the feat: It is Medea who understands that the cardinal can see people's auras. However, it is necessary to point out that:
Medea, in her main body, never met the cardinal directly -> she could not have observed him under these conditions.
The cardinal's power is unknown in the verse; only the pope is aware of his power -> This means that Medea had no way of learning about it from the pope (outside of her influence).
However, Medea was able to meet and even confront the cardinal (in Psyche's body).
In short, Medea did not have the influence to learn that the cardinal had power -> this allows us to conclude that reasoning is necessary to acquire this information (no info gathering on this part).
In the one and only interaction between Medea and the cardinal (when she was in Psyche's body), there was no explicit clue to suggest that the cardinal could see people's auras. Their interaction unfolded as follows:
The cardinal sees Medea (Psyche) in the street, hooded, moving toward a certain place. The cardinal senses Medea's dangerousness and approaches her to verify her identity -> the two fight and then go their separate ways.
Medea probably understood the power in this way:
Premise 1: Since she was disguised and hooded, the cardinal could not recognize her.
Premise 2: The cardinal had not observed her before; they had never met.
Conclusion 1: This means that the cardinal had an external reason for approaching her because he could not approach her based on her identity (which is usually the primary reason why people approach Medea/Psyche, who is part of the highest nobility).
Premise 3: The cardinal is connected to the pope and is one of the most secretive people in the kingdom (his true identity).
Premise 4: He was very aggressive towards Medea, knowing that he was fighting against evil.
Premise 5: Medea has committed countless crimes (murders, manipulations, etc.) and is not morally “good.”
Conclusion 2: The cardinal has a way of knowing that Medea is evil, and he is probably connected to the temple.
Premise 5: Medea was the victim of a supernatural experiment (body-swapping with Psyche) and this is connected to the temple (where the cardinal comes from).
Final conclusion: The cardinal therefore has a way of knowing that Medea is evil/dangerous without additional information -> This means it is most likely supernatural given his relationship to the temple + the fact that it exists in the universe.
In conclusion, the induction is impressive because Medea had very little information from a simple altercation, the cardinal had not revealed his intentions, so she also had to understand the reason why she was being attacked before inducing the reason how the cardinal had spotted her.

—-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Predictions about Psyche (chapters 43/44)
General premise: Medea managed to anticipate and manipulate Psyche so that they would meet in a café where they could talk alone.
Note/important narrative context for understanding the feat:
Psyche is basically kept under control by Eros, who hinders most of her actions -> She has no freedom.
At this point in the story, Medea has had very little contact with Psyche (even though she actively gathers information about the entire nobility in some detail), and Psyche has changed a lot in her behavior, which means that Medea must adapt her analysis of Psyche to changes in her way of thinking and acting.
Firstly, she understood that when Psyche regained her body, she would want freedom (due to the fact that Psyche is frequently locked in her cellar by the Church and Eros). She also deduced that Eros was in a sense indebted to Psyche -> he would allow her to leave in order to preserve their relationship, thus manipulating Psyche. Medea also understood that Psyche would definitely want to see her again (EU part). This part about the EU works well because Psyche's actions are fairly one-dimensional; she is not very complex and is easy to manipulate and predict. Saying this somewhat diminishes the EU's achievement, but it won't change the outcome of the feat.
However, Medea predicted that Psyche would not be able to approach her (because of rumors that Medea wanted to kill her + Iaros' restriction preventing them from contacting each other directly). And so, in short, she had to find a way to contact her indirectly (Marquis Helio, for example). However, given that Helio is a prominent figure, Iaros, who is actively monitoring Psyche, would have understood that she was trying to contact Medea -> which would have led to the failure of Psyche's objective. To summarize:
Premise 1: Psyche wants to be free and see Medea (Psyche's hidden intentions)
Premise 2: Eros is indebted to Psyche to a certain extent (to maintain their relationship)
Conclusion 1: Eros will be able to let Psyche out (this only works because he is indebted to Psyche; premise 1 alone is not enough to reach this conclusion).
Premise 3: Eros still wants to exercise some control over Psyche
Conclusion 2: Psyche cannot see Helios and Medea (directly) -> Iaros would prevent her from doing so because he is an “enemy” of Helios and Medea.
(Feat of simple deductive reasoning)
=> General conclusion: Psyche must use another means to contact Medea (this will be impossible for her given her limited resources). Except that she does not have the means to do so and finds herself stuck.
This is what motivates Medea to act. Psyche is freer but still under surveillance, and Medea needs to win her back as an ally for her future plans because she literally changes bodies with her. To do this, her new goal is now to approach Psyche in private, which presents two complicated conditions.
Medea has deduced that Psyche will one day go to a tea room at a certain time to go out casually. There are two tea rooms, but in one of them, you can meet people anonymously. Medea has managed to predict the usual location where Psyche will sit in order to direct her to the anonymous tea room (where they can talk).
There are a number of factors to take into account here:
Firstly, Medea's plan only works if Psyche is willing to go and meet her (hence the explanation above detailing this point, a combination of EU and deductive reasoning).
Then there is the point concerning the day Psyche went out. Medea had no way of predicting this based on a precise pattern, because it was Psyche's idea. She wanted to go out for some fresh air, so she went out. She had no way of knowing whether she would go out one day, two days, or a week after the events (a timeline that is not specified elsewhere). This point is confirmed narratively by Psyche's servant, who is a spy for Medea, who was also unaware of Medea's actions (note that since she collects her information from this servant/spy, it means that they have not been in contact for a long time). In short, the point concerning the prediction of Psyche's release date works mainly through emotional understanding of Psyche's intentions rather than through raw analysis of her actions (at least for this part).
Then, as for the feat that follows, we saw above that the basic premise is based on emotional understanding, and the rest of the prediction is induced by inductive reasoning.
Premise 1: Psyche goes to a tea room (always the same one).
Premise 2: Psyche always sits at the same table (on a terrace on the first floor).
Premise 3: There is a stable boy who watches Psyche's actions from the ground floor.
Conclusion 1: If Medea wants to act, she must wait until the stable boy is busy with something else. Then, when he is away for a brief moment, she can carry out her plan.
Medea has arranged for a servant of hers to enter Psyche's field of vision at the moment when the stable boy (a servant of Eros who secretly watches over Psyche) is absent.
This action is quite extraordinary because it involves a large number of constraints:
Medea's servant must draw enough attention to herself to attract Psyche's attention -> For this to happen, it must take place within Psyche's field of vision, given that she is on the first floor on a terrace.
Then, Psyche must recognize Medea's servant and naturally deduce that Medea is nearby (as Medea is always close to her servants), so this servant must be very close to Medea for the idea to occur to Psyche. For this to happen, Medea must have deduced Psyche's motivations and state of mind in wanting to find her at all costs.
=> In conclusion, doing this is nothing short of a miracle because the overall timing is very, very short (we are talking about a few seconds or ten seconds at most, as this is the interval of time when the groom is absent and Psyche looks at exactly the right moment at the servant who breaks a flower pot to attract her attention). knowing that she must have predicted all the previous events in advance with no margin for error). -> It's a perfect implementation and a breathtaking alignment. I would also like to point out that Medea jokes that she could have waited days for her plan to work -> this backs up the idea that she understood Psyche's actions from A to Z. The feat itself was deliberately left without any backup because Medea had foreseen everything down to the smallest detail (this served to show how smart she is lol).
Another impressive point is the fact that she perfectly understood the psychology and the different choices that would present themselves to Psyche, and then she perfectly predicted the day Psyche would go out to carry out her plan in a very short time frame. Psyche had several placement options, and she foresaw Psyche's exact choice. She also predicted that Psyche would look at that specific place at that specific moment so that Psyche could join Medea. In short, the alignment of her conditions, foresight, and EU are perfect.

