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Consider the cyan markings (Plans and Strategies) as a single plan that runs throughout the entire movie. 
 

 
The film begins with a bank robbery, of course orchestrated by the Joker. 
 

-​ After mapping the bank’s location and the surrounding buildings to choose the best point 
of entry, two masked men (carrying a bag to store the money) use a zip line to leave a nearby 
building and reach the top of the bank. These men are tasked with disabling the electricity 
and communication systems to make it harder to contact the police. 

-​ Meanwhile, three masked men enter the bank through the front door, neutralizing the 
security guards and threatening everyone inside the bank. 

-​ (The money from the robbery will be divided among the five robbers and the Joker, who is 
theoretically not taking part in the robbery, even though the plan is his.) 

-​ Individually, the Joker told each of the robbers that when a teammate completed task “X” 
(each of them had a task and skill specifically assigned), they should eliminate that 
teammate so the money would be split among fewer people, leaving each person with a 
larger share. 

-​ Thus, when the man who disabled the security system and the alarm connected to the 
police finished his job, he was quickly killed by the other accomplice who had descended 
the zip line with him, leaving only four robbers involved. 

-​ At this point, two robbers take control of the hostages (if they act suspiciously, they are 
equipped with explosives and can be blown up at any moment), while the third robber 
breaks into the vault. 

-​ Unexpectedly, an armed man manages to attack the robbers, shooting and killing one of 
them. 



-​ During a shootout, one robber asks the other if he has run out of ammunition. The other 
answers yes, with the intention that his partner will get shot, die, and allow him to 
counterattack, leaving only himself alive. The armed man is shot. 

-​ Meanwhile, the man attempting to break into the vault realizes how extremely well 
protected it is, due to the fact that it holds a large amount of mafia money. After managing 
to open the vault, he is killed by another accomplice (who had been ordered to kill him as 
soon as teammate “X” completed task “Y”). 

-​ After removing all the money they could from the vault, they were supposed to escape 
using the car they arrived in. That is what the Joker told them, but that was not the real 
escape plan. 

-​ Only two robbers were still alive at this point, and one of them realizes that it is likely the 
Joker ordered the other to kill him as well. With that in mind, he tries to kill his partner, 
who surprises him by saying that he was supposed to kill the bus driver. Since he knew 
nothing about any bus, he becomes curious, which gives enough time for the real escape 
vehicle—the bus—to crash through the side wall of the bank. 

-​ We then discover that this last robber was the Joker himself, who hid the fact that he was 
infiltrated among the robbers, concealed the real escape method (the bus), and manipulated 
them into killing one another, resulting in a successful robbery and maximum profit. After 
the bus driver helps load all the money into the vehicle, he is killed by the Joker, who 
escapes alone, driving the bus with the money. 

-​ The Joker planned to blend in with school buses that pass regularly at a specific time of day. 
This means that the timing of the bus’s escape was completely calculated. 

(Planning, Strategy, Tactics, VSI, Direct Manip, Logical Manip, Concealment, Fabrication, 
Psychological Warfare, Anticipation) 

 

The Joker deliberately allowed the cameras to see him, making it possible for the police to recognize 
him. 

At the bank, Batman planted marked bills, which Gordon’s detectives (most of them corrupt) used 
to buy drugs. The bank was just another mafia money-laundering front. Now, all the dirty money 
has been found. They would like to continue with this operation, but they would have to raid all 
the banks at the same time with SWAT teams and reinforcements, which would not be possible. 

We know that the mafia wants to kill a prosecutor, the famous White Knight of Gotham—the 
symbol of justice with a face. He is one of the few people Gordon can trust, but the fewer people 
who know about the operation, the better. Gordon wants to ask Harvey Dent (the White Knight) 
to issue search and seizure warrants for five banks, without telling him what they are looking for. 



In a meeting, the mob boss Lau talks about the robbery. He identifies the main organizer of the 
plan as “a lunatic in a cheap purple suit and makeup.” According to the other mob leaders, the real 
threat is not him, but the money being tracked by the police. Anticipating the police’s move, Mr. 
Lau transferred all the deposits to a safe location (a place only he knows, to prevent any form of 
tracking). By moving outside Dent’s jurisdiction, to Hong Kong, it would be impossible for the 
police to extract any information from them. 

Somehow interrupting the meeting, the Joker appears. After killing one of the mobsters’ guards 
with a pencil, he makes them an offer. 

The Joker reflects on the fact that, a few years earlier, no lawyer or police officer would have dared 
to stand up to any of the leaders present. He explains that he knows why men like them now 
choose to hold group meetings in broad daylight. He knows why they are afraid of the night: 
Batman. Batman is showing Gotham who they really are. 

Regarding Lau’s plan, the Joker points out a fundamental problem. Batman has no 
jurisdiction—he will find Lau and make him talk. The Joker says he can see through Lau and 
knows whether a man is or is not a traitor. He then proposes, quite simply, to kill Batman. 
According to him, if you’re good at something, never do it for free, so he demands half the money 
in exchange for getting rid of Batman. The Joker sees through one of the leaders and says that if 
they take too long, Gamble won’t be able to give even a penny to his grandmother. Provoking them 
further, he reveals that he is wearing a bomb strapped to himself, making it impossible for them to 
do anything to him. 

Gamble says that the Joker will not get out of this alive. He declares a bounty of $500,000 for 
whoever kills the clown, and $1 million if he is brought in alive. The clown leaves, dropping a card 
(a Joker playing card), telling them to think carefully about their decision. 

To make it clear, the Joker’s plan is proceeding exactly as intended. In fact, the entire film can be 
considered one grand plan by the Joker. From the very beginning, starting with the bank robbery, 
the Joker plans only one thing: to destroy Batman. 

The bank robbery was a way to indirectly manipulate everyone. The Joker knew about the marked 
bills and ensured that the police would be able to track the money. With that in mind, the mob 
would be forced to remove the money from the banks, exactly as the Joker predicted. He showed 
his face not for the police, but so that the mobsters would recognize him. Then he approached the 
crime bosses and exposed the flaw in their plan: Batman. He deliberately provoked Gamble so that 
he would be “hunted” and brought to him, dead or alive. With that, he now plans to gain their 
trust. 

 



(EU, EP, Strategy, Planning, Tactics,  Indirect Manip, Emotional Manip, Psycho Warfare, Social 
Cognition, Cold Reading, Info Gathering, Prediction) 

 

Some time later, he fakes his own death, using a group of men who are supposedly transporting his 
dead body. Catching them by surprise, he neutralizes all the guards (with the help of the men who 
brought him in) and grabs the gang leader Gamble at knifepoint. Demonstrating his madness, the 
Joker tells part of his story:​
“My father was a drunk and a junkie. One night, he went crazier than usual. Mommy grabbed a 
kitchen knife to defend herself. He didn’t like that. Not one bit. So, with me watching, he cut her, 
and he laughed while he did it. Then he turned to me and said, ‘Why so serious, son?’​
 He came at me with a knife and said, ‘Why so serious, son?’ He put the blade in my mouth. ‘Let’s 
put a smile on that face.’” 

After that, the Joker kills Gamble. 

From the Joker’s story, we can see that he is now a completely insane man who no longer cares 
about his own life. As the narrative itself makes clear throughout the film, nothing is capable of 
shaking the Joker, literally nothing. He can be beaten, crushed, humiliated, but he feels no pain at 
all; he only laughs. 

The Joker then explains to the men present that his operation has great potential, but only one of 
them will be able to be part of it. He throws a stick, implying that the only one who will survive is 
the man who goes for it. 

One detail I want to add is that these moments of total madness from the Joker are part of his plan: 
to make everyone construct a psychological profile of him. 

(Tactics, Planning, Logical Manip, Acting Skills, Emotional Management, Emotional Engagement, 
Psycho Warfare, Social Engineering) 

 

As the Joker had predicted, Batman managed to abduct Lau and bring him back into Dent’s 
jurisdiction.​
 This leads the mobsters to hire the Joker, realizing that he is the only way to defeat Batman. 

(Planning, EU, Logical Manip, Anticipation) 
 

Of course, all the mob leaders are now being arrested due to Lau’s capture. Even if they managed to 
extract harsh sentences from the judge, they would break records for charges overturned on appeal. 



Still, the bosses would be able to post bail, but the small fish would not. They wouldn’t stay off the 
streets until the appeal; instead, they would negotiate plea deals, which would give the police more 
than 18 months of clean streets. 

 

The Joker sends a man dressed as Batman, holding a Joker playing card, hanged and wearing clown 
makeup.​
 This was a direct tactic to affect Batman, as can be seen in the following image: 

 
 

The Joker now threatens Batman to reveal his true face, using verbal taunts such as “stand up,” 
referring to exposing his identity.​



 A video was also released to the public.​
 Here is a link to the TV scene: 

 The Dark Knight: TV scene  HD
 

The Joker kidnapped an avid Batman supporter (who had appeared earlier in the film) in order to 
psychologically affect everyone through this broadcast. The man argued that Batman was a symbol 
of peace, a light that shows citizens they do not need to fear scum like the Joker. 

What the Joker wants to convey with this transmission is a smear campaign against Batman. He 
wants to show that there are people who truly believe in him, admire him, and who will now pay 
the price for him. As long as Batman does not reveal his true identity, people will die. This is the 
madness that Batman has brought to Gotham, and until he turns himself in, chaos will spread 
throughout the city. 

This broadcast manipulates the public into hating Batman unless he reveals his identity. 

(VCI, Tactics, Strategy, Planning, Direct Manipulation, Emotional Manipulation, Sophistry, EU, 
Social Cognition, Psycho Warfare, Info Gathering, Deductive reasoning)   

 
On that same day, Bruce Wayne (Batman) is hosting a party meant to celebrate and highlight 
Harvey Dent’s achievements. Everyone is after Harvey Dent—including the Joker. 
 

Going back to the Joker card that the fake Batman was holding, three DNA traces were found: 
Judge Surrillo’s, Harvey Dent’s, and Commissioner Loeb’s. The Joker deliberately told them who 
he was going to attack. 

Knowing this, Commissioner Gordon orders a patrol unit to be sent to Surrillo’s house and has 
Wuertz assigned to Dent. Full protection. As for the commissioner himself, who is at City Hall, the 
building is completely sealed to prevent anyone suspicious from entering. No one goes in or out. 

The movie shows the perspective of each person responsible for protecting the potential victims. 

The commissioner says he is not surprised, since many people threaten him (simply because he is 
the commissioner). Meanwhile, he drinks a glass of whiskey. Of course, the whiskey was poisoned. 
Somehow, the Joker knew about the drink the commissioner kept in his drawer, and knowing the 
long history of threats against him, he would not be too concerned. The Joker therefore predicted 
that he would drink that whiskey at that exact moment, killing the commissioner. The Joker had 
created a psychological profile of the commissioner, most likely by analyzing what he already knew 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeb5UmOrvmM


about the man—understanding his sarcastic attitude when the topic of his influence and 
importance was brought up, which would lead him to want to display a sense of superiority by 
mockingly drinking a whiskey, even knowing the Joker was after him. 

At the same time, Judge Surrillo was being instructed by the officers assigned to protect her. To 
prevent anyone from knowing her location, she was given an envelope by the police with 
instructions on where she should go. Not even the officers knew the information (meaning the 
envelope had been given to them by someone high-ranking within the police) so that no one could 
intercept her. 

However, when she opens the envelope, it simply says “Up.” She looks up—and then BOOM!!! The 
car explodes, killing Judge Surrillo. 

The last target remaining is Harvey. The Joker is heading directly after him. 

The Joker invades Bruce Wayne’s building (Bruce has passed out and hidden Harvey, already 
knowing that the Joker would come after him). The clown disables the building’s defenses and 
threatens everyone with his henchmen. 

The Joker asks several people if they know where Harvey Dent is, but he can read what they are 
feeling and understands that they truly do not know his whereabouts. 

Then, directly, he explains how he got some of his scars. He once had a beautiful wife. She gambled 
and got involved with loan sharks. One day, they slashed her face. They didn’t have the money for 
surgery, and she couldn’t take it. The clown only wanted her to smile again. He wanted her to 
know that he didn’t care about the scars. So he put a razor blade in his mouth and gave himself 
those scars. Once again, this shows his past and how nothing can affect this man anymore. 

These coordinated attacks, and the fact that the Joker announced who the victims would be, show 
that he truly wants to establish chaos in the city—to prove that he is so far ahead of the police that 
even when he gives them an advantage, he remains in complete control of the situation. 
Furthermore, warning them of the attacks weakens their defense, as it forces the police to split up in 
order to protect everyone at the same time. 

 
(Strategy, Planning, Tactics, Indirect Manip, Logical manip, Emotional Manip,  EU, EP, EM, EE, 

Psycho Warfare, Psycho Profiling, Psycho Analysis, Abductive Reasoning, Setting Traps, Info 
Gathering, Info Control, Mental Fortitude, Stress Tolerance, Prediction, Anticipation) 

 



Batman appears to try to save the hostages and Rachel (someone very close to Bruce Wayne, a.k.a. 
Batman). After a major fight, the Joker holds Rachel at gunpoint, aiming the weapon at her head. 
The clown tells Batman to drop his gun, but he does not. Instead of continuing to threaten her 
with the weapon, the Joker decides to use another tactic. Throwing Rachel out of the building 
would force Batman to go after her. This would give him a greater advantage than simply 
threatening her with a gun, as it directly removes the Dark Knight from the building. What he did 
not know was that Batman had already hidden Dent, so he would not be able to find him. 

Gordon realizes that as long as Lau is not taken down, they will not recover the mob’s money. 
However, he is told that the case is over. No one shows up in court when judges and commissioners 
are being killed. This is directly part of the Joker’s plan. That was another reason why he attacked 
the commissioner and the judge. 

Meanwhile, Batman is trying to understand how this clown’s mind works. According to him, 
criminals are not complicated—you just need to figure out what they want. Alfred explains his 
perspective (which is very interesting and important) regarding the kind of man the Joker is. From 
his experience,  some men are not after anything logical, such as money. They cannot be bought, 
threatened, reasoned with, or negotiated with. Some men just want to watch the world burn. This 
psychological profile that Alfred creates is crucial, especially because this is now how Bruce will 
view the Joker. As I will explain later, this may have been intentional. 

At a certain point, the Joker calls the police. He gives them a location and says that he will meet 
Harvey Dent there. 

When Gordon arrives at the apartment, two police officers are found dead. Both have clown 
makeup on their faces. Batman, who is there as well, asks to check their names: Richard Dent and 
Patrick Harvey. Together, they form the name Harvey Dent. Batman removes a fingerprint he finds 
(since corrupt officers could try to tamper with the crime scene), and they also realize that Anthony 
Garcia (the mayor of Gotham) is the next target, as his face has been painted on a newspaper placed 
on a table. 

Parallel to all of this, a man at Wayne Enterprises discovers suspicious information. He attempts to 
blackmail Lucius (one of the few people who know Batman’s identity) with ten million dollars in 
exchange for staying silent about the fact that he knows Wayne is Batman. Lucius tries to change 
the man’s mind, but it does not seem to work completely. 

After using extensive technology and research, Batman manages to identify a fingerprint on the 
bullet fired by the Joker. He tracks multiple possibilities. By cross-referencing all the addresses and 
searching for Parkside, overlooking the parade route, he reaches a conclusion: Melvin Dwight, 



Randall Apartments, apartment 1502.​
 Theoretically, this is the Joker’s identity. Melvin has been arrested twice for aggravated assault. 

Bruce heads toward the apartment facing the parade, which is honoring the police officers who 
were killed by the clown. Security at the location is massive—police everywhere, armed and ready to 
respond to any sign that the Joker is nearby. There are even snipers positioned to locate and stop 
the Joker if he attempts anything. 

After secretly entering the apartment, Wayne finds several snipers tied up and defeated. 

 

As you can see, the Joker took the weapons and uniforms from those men. In that window, there is 
a magnifying lens aimed directly at the mayor, as well as a timer. The moment the ceremonial 
gunfire begins, the timer beeps and opens the window. At that speed and angle, all the other snipers 
think that the curtain opening is the Joker, but in reality it is Batman, who has just fallen into a 
massive trap. 

Hearing the gunshots and noticing unusual movement among the police crowd, Batman realizes 
that the mayor’s life is in danger and throws himself in front of him, taking a bullet from the Joker. 
The clown used the uniforms of some of the snipers to disguise himself among the police and 
attempt to kill the mayor. 

Just to recap, yes—the Joker deliberately left that fingerprint so that Batman would identify him as 
Melvin. By leaving that fingerprint, he influenced Batman’s entire line of reasoning, leading him to 
that specific apartment. Even the complexity involved in identifying the fingerprint was planned. 
The clown needed Batman to arrive at that exact moment (as shown by the timer), so he had to 
leave the fingerprint broken and fragmented into pieces that were difficult to connect, ensuring that 
Batman would take just long enough to discover “Melvin.” The Joker intentionally wanted to put 
him in the worst possible situation. In addition to drawing sniper fire through the 



camera-and-timer trap, he also diverted Batman’s attention from the real tactic: infiltrating the 
police and killing the mayor. 

(Strategy, Planning, Tactics, Fabrication, Misdirection, Concealment, Acting Skills, Setting Traps, 
Indirect Manip, Logical Manip, Info Gathering, Info Control, Trap Evasion, Anticipation, 

Prediction) 
 

In the crowd, the Joker also had another accomplice, who was supposed to kill Gordon if he failed 
for any reason. This man ended up being caught and was taken away in an ambulance after being 
shot. His tag, which serves as identification for the police, shows the name “Rachel,” Harvey’s 
girlfriend and someone dear to Bruce. Clearly, she is the next target. And the Joker planned to leave 
this man as a messenger so that they would know it 

Two things happened after that: 
-​ Gordon was declared dead to his family and friends. 
-​ Harvey, the White Knight of Gotham, consumed by fury upon learning that his beloved 

was the next target, took one of the Joker’s henchmen into an alley to extract information 
from him. 

 

Following Harvey’s line of thinking, Dent calls Rachel and tells her to hide for a while. She will stay 
with Bruce. Blinded by anger and fear, Dent threatens the clown’s henchman with a gun. Harvey 
does not truly intend to kill him, but he is willing to flip a coin to decide the man’s fate. I didn’t 
mention it earlier, but Harvey always makes decisions by flipping a coin.​
 If it lands heads → the Joker’s ally lives.​
 If it lands tails → the Joker’s ally dies. 

Even in a life-or-death situation, the henchman is unwilling to give up any information about the 
Joker. Somehow, the Joker has enormous control over this man. The fact that he is a former 
Arkham inmate with an abnormal psychological history and schizophrenia leads me to believe that 
the Joker abused his mind to secure this level of loyalty. 

The coin lands on heads, but Harvey is so blinded by rage that he decides to flip it again, essentially 
stating that he will not be satisfied with the outcome unless it lands on tails. 

Batman stops Dent before he can do anything. The Dark Knight makes it clear that Harvey is 
Gotham’s last hope—the true symbol of justice in the city and the first legitimate ray of light 
Gotham has seen in decades. 



Batman tells Harvey to give an interview the next day. He plans to reveal his true identity, as he 
cannot find a way to stop the Joker. Harvey disagrees, but it does not seem possible to stop Bruce. 

Wayne erases everything that could link Batman to Lucius or Rachel. He is truly willing to end this 
once and for all. 

At the interview, Harvey makes his position very clear. He demonstrates why he is the symbol of 
peace in Gotham, the true man who can lead the city to a better future. Dent then declares himself 
to be Batman and is arrested for it. Harvey lays out his strategy as follows: 

-​ Declare himself Batman; 
-​ Be arrested; 
-​ Be transferred to the central jail; 
-​ Create the perfect opportunity for the Joker to attack him, which Batman can then exploit. 

 

During the transport, we can see that Harvey is heavily protected. 

However, the police convoy is forced to change routes when a truck is detonated and bursts into 
flames everywhere. Of course, it was the Joker. The clown directs them onto 5th Street, a location 
where they become easy targets. 

Using several trucks, the Joker manages to take out some of the police vehicles, and without 
helicopter support (which was deliberately neutralized by rerouting them onto 5th Street, an 
underground area), they have no strength to fight back effectively. The Joker knew the cars would 
be armored, so he brought a rocket launcher with him. 

Even with Batman’s interference, the Joker handles the situation very well, despite not having 
captured Harvey yet. 



Still during the chase, the armored vehicle carrying Dent manages to exit the underground area and 
reactivate aerial support. We realize that the Joker’s plan is proceeding as intended, because he had a 
tactic perfectly positioned at the right location to bring down the helicopter, once again 
eliminating the police’s defenses. The Joker succeeds in taking down the helicopter by snagging it 
and crashing it to the ground. 

However, in a direct confrontation, Batman seems to gain the upper hand and destroys the Joker’s 
truck. Now Batman is coming at the Joker at high speed, threatening to run him over. The Joker 
had already profiled Batman psychologically (I’ll elaborate on this later) and knew that he would 
not run him over. When the Joker goes after Batman’s body after the crash, he is stopped by 
Gordon, who reveals that he has been alive the entire time. He had been in disguise all along, 
driving one of the SWAT vehicles. 

 

Let’s say… everything is going according to plan. 

Gordon set this plan up in secret, because he could not risk his family’s safety. When they try to 
find any information on the Joker, they realize that he has no real fingerprint records, no DNA, no 
dental records, and wears custom-made clothing with no labels. No name, no documents—not 
even fake ones. 

At a certain point, an inmate begins to complain of severe pain. He says that his insides are hurting 
badly. 

Now, during an interrogation, the Joker is questioned about Harvey Dent’s whereabouts. Yes—he 
has disappeared. 



Gordon asks the Joker what he did with Dent, but the clown says he did nothing. How could he? 
He is strapped to the chair… 

Unlike Maroni’s people (one of the mob bosses), who are infiltrated within Gordon’s unit. That is 
how the Joker obtains some of his information, by cooperating with Maroni. 

Unlike Maroni’s people (one of the mob bosses), who are infiltrated within Gordon’s unit. That is 
how the Joker obtains some of his information, by cooperating with Maroni. 

The Joker asks the commissioner what time it is. Why does he want to know? According to him, 
depending on the time, Dent could be in one place—or another. 

After the commissioner leaves the room, Batman appears behind the Joker. He starts beating the 
clown—punching him, crushing bones. Of course, the Joker reacts neutrally. 

In their dialogue, the Joker says he is not disappointed in Batman. Just as he expected, Batman let 
five people die, and Dent took his place. He explains that the mob wants Batman dead so things can 
go back to the way they were—but he understands that this is no longer possible. Batman truly 
changed this city. Batman asks why the Joker wants to kill him. The Joker laughs, saying he doesn’t 
want to kill Batman. What would he do without Batman? He completes him.​
The Joker then explains how he sees the police—the profile he has created for them. 

To them, people like the Joker and Batman are just freaks. They need Batman now, but when they 
no longer need him, they will cast him out like a leper. Their principles, their laws, their 

honor—it’s all a bad joke. They forget all of it the moment things get tough. People are only as 
good as the world allows them to be. According to the Joker, once this chaos ends, these civilized 

people will start eating each other alive. 

That is how the Joker understands the police, how he predicts their moves—just like everyone else 
he has ever gone up against. He built a psychological profile of Batman, of Harvey, of everyone. 
Even while being tortured, the Joker maintains his composure. He explains that for a while, he 
actually thought Batman might be Dent. However, from the way Batman threw himself in front of 
her during the party, the Joker was able to deduce that it was a different kind of relationship. The 
Joker notices Batman’s irritation and asks whether Harvey knows about their relationship. 

Now the clown presents two choices: save Harvey, or save Rachel. 

During the torture, the Joker explains that he is going to tell him—not because he truly cares about 
the pain, but because the game has to go on. 

Harvey is at 250, 52nd Street.​
 Rachel is at Cicero, on Avenue X. 



Batman explains that he will save Rachel, while the police go after Harvey.​
 The game isn’t that simple. Besides having limited time to save them both, only one will 
survive—and it will be the one Batman chooses to live. 

While Batman and the police search for the two of them, the Joker asks for a phone call. Obviously, 
no one would grant his request, but the clown manages to provoke a man enough that he starts 
beating him. 

As for the inmate who had been complaining about his stomach, he says he can’t take it anymore. 
According to him, the boss said he would scare the voices away—said he would go inside him to 
replace them with bright lights. When he says “boss,” it’s obvious he was talking about the Joker. 

Rachel and Harvey are on a call while they are tied up in a room full of gasoline barrels. According 
to Rachel, only one of them will survive, and it is in the hands of the police to choose which one. 

The Joker says that when a person is on the verge of death, that’s when they truly show who they 
are. Because of that, he claims to know the policeman’s friends better than the policeman himself.​
 They find a cut in the inmate’s stomach, and the Joker is now in the middle of the precinct with a 
police officer, who has been captured and threatened with a glass knife. According to the Joker, he 
just wants a phone call. 

However, when he receives the phone call in exchange for the man, we see that:​

 

The phone call triggered the bomb inside the detainee — in other words, he was a bomb. 

The explosion destroyed the entire police department, which allowed the Joker to escape with Lau. 
Meanwhile, Batman arrived at the location. However, instead of finding Rachel, Harvey was the 
one there. The Joker had deliberately given them the swapped locations. Rachel ended up being 



blown up and did not survive. All this time, the Joker had planned to be captured. He wanted to be 
taken to the MCU, the same place where Lau was being held. 

Recapping: the Joker always knew that Harvey was not Batman. Dent fit the psychological profile 
the Joker had created for Batman at first, but after seeing him at the party, he understood that they 
were not the same person. The Joker did not go after Harvey because he thought he was Batman, 
but because he knew Batman would show up and reveal that he was not Dent. He also planned to 
be arrested, knowing that Batman would not run him over during their confrontation. So he 
created a dilemma for Batman, which would keep him occupied long enough for the Joker to 
escape from prison, while also advancing his definitive plan (which is to turn Harvey into a weapon 
he can use later — I’ll explain this at the end). The Joker sent swapped locations to Batman, 
knowing that he would go after Rachel (after all, he had already understood their relationship at 
the party). This would cause Batman to encounter Harvey, who would later develop a completely 
different view of Batman. 

At the same time, the Joker had implanted a bomb inside a detainee. That man was very likely a 
former Arkham inmate and also suffered from schizophrenia (since he heard voices). Because of 
this, the Joker was able to easily get into his mind and manipulate him, tampering with his insides 
and planting a bomb. He planned to provoke one of the police officers to the point of catching him 
off guard, making it possible to take him hostage. All he wanted was to make a phone call, so they 
would accept the exchange. At that moment, the Joker activated the bomb with his cellphone, 
blowing up the man and the entire department. This allowed him to rescue Lau and escape 
detention. The whole pursuit of Dent was merely a way to conceal his true intention: to be arrested 
and rescue Lau. 

(Strategy, Planning, Tactics,  Fabrication, Misdirection, Concealment, Direct Manip, Indirect 
Manip, Emotional Manip, Logical Manip, EU, EP, EF, EM, EE, Psycho Warfare, Psycho Analysis, 

Psycho Profiling, Mental Fortitude, Stress Tolerance, Impulse Management, Abductive Reasoning, 
Inductive Reasoning, Observation, Info Control, Sophistry, Anticipation, Prediction, Setting 

Traps, Trap Evasion, Info Gathering, Crystallized Intel) 
 

Now, Harvey is in the hospital, and half of his face has been burned. He is completely consumed by 
rage, abandoning all of his ideology. Dent is channeling his maximum hatred toward the people 
responsible for Rachel’s death. Remembering the nickname “Two-Face” that he was given at the 
department (because of his coin-flip games), he decides that this will be his new identity. 

The Joker knows the relationship Gordon has with his colleagues and understands very well how 
corrupt they are. The clown also knew that Harvey wanted to eliminate these corrupt individuals, 
but Gordon refused to move forward, as he did not believe such a task was possible. Because of this, 



the Joker knows that most of Two-Face’s hatred is now redirected toward Gordon, one of the men 
who most influenced this outcome. 

Leaving the hospital room, Gordon encounters one of the mafia leaders. He tells the commissioner 
that he knows the Joker’s location at a certain time in the afternoon. 

 
​
According to Gordon, he is sending all tactical units, which will arrive in 20 minutes, with auxiliary 
units covering all escape routes. 

Meanwhile, the Joker—contrary to what they expected—begins pouring gasoline over the entire 
pile of money and burning it. Lau was on top of that pile and is now burned to death. The Joker, 
threatening one of the mafia leaders with his henchmen, tells him to inform his men that they now 
work for the Joker. The clown wants to bring a higher class of criminals to this city. As for the 
money, the Joker does not care about it, but about the message he is sending with this action. 
Meanwhile, he feeds one of the mafia leaders to the dogs, tearing him apart piece by piece. 

Returning to the man who knows who the Batman is, he is on a live broadcast. The Joker 
intercepts the transmission, sending a message that is broadcast to everyone. He says that he tried to 
imagine a world without Batman—police chasing the mob like always. It was so boring. So he 
changed his mind. He doesn’t want Mr. Reese to ruin everything, but as he himself says, he wants 
to give new people a chance to have fun with him. 

Then he issues a warning: if Coleman Reese does not die within 60 minutes, the Joker will blow up 
an entire hospital. 

Because of this, the entire task force that was supposed to go to the location where they believed the 
Joker would be changes its objective, exactly as the Joker intended. Now everyone has to worry 
about evacuating every hospital in the city (they know the Joker is a man of his word), while at the 



same time protecting Reese from being killed by someone who may have a relative in one of those 
hospitals. Priority is given to the general hospital, which is the largest hospital in the city and holds 
the most people. 

Madness takes over the city. While evacuations are happening everywhere, people on the streets are 
searching for Mr. Reese. As someone tries to break into the building where Coleman is, a man 
attempts to shoot him. This forces the police to leave the building through the back in a patrol car. 

Batman realizes that there could be someone within the police force willing to kill Reese because 
they have a family member in a hospital. Because of that, he manages to warn Commissioner 
Gordon to be careful. 

With the general hospital evacuated, a police officer remembers that there might still be a man 
inside one of the hospital rooms. When he enters the room, the Joker—disguised as a nurse—kills 
the officer.

 

The Joker is in Harvey Dent’s hospital room. The moment Dent recognizes the Joker, he tries to 
attack him, but he is too injured and too restrained to do so.​
 The Joker begins to talk to Harvey. He asks that there be no resentment between them. He defends 
himself by saying that while Rachel and Harvey were being kidnapped, he was in Gordon’s 
custody. He was not the one who detonated the explosives. Dent replies that it doesn’t matter, 
because it was all part of the Joker’s plan, but the clown says that he doesn’t look like a man who 
makes plans. He is like a dog chasing a car—he wouldn’t know what to do if he actually caught it. 
He just does things. 

According to him, the mob makes plans, the police make plans. Gordon makes plans too. The 
Joker wants to show the planners how pathetic their plans are, how ridiculous their attempts to 



control the situation really are. He wants to show Dent that it was nothing personal, and he 
manipulates Harvey into believing him. 

The clown shows Two-Face that he is in this situation because of the planners who tried to control 
something they were never capable of controlling. The Joker says that no one panics when things 
go “according to plan,” even if the plan itself is horrifying. If tomorrow he told the press that some 
vagrant was going to get shot, or that a few soldiers were going to blow themselves up, no one 
would panic—because it’s all part of the plan. Those people are meant to die eventually, and the 
media doesn’t care about their lives. But if he says that some little mayor is going to die, then 
everyone loses their minds. 

To test Two-Face, the Joker hands him a gun. “Introduce a little anarchy, upset the established 
order, and everything becomes chaos.”​
 The Joker tells him to shoot him if he doesn’t agree. Then Two-Face flips a coin to decide whether 
the clown lives or dies.​
 Since the coin lands on heads, Two-Face allows the Joker to leave alive. 

An interesting factor in this scene is how thoroughly the Joker manages to manipulate Two-Face. 
In a short amount of time, he not only convinces Harvey that what he believed in until then was 
useless, but he also tests Dent himself. Even with the coin flip, it shows that Two-Face’s mindset 
had already changed. As we saw earlier, when he dealt with one of the Joker’s allies, the coin is 
merely an excuse to make a decision. If Dent truly hated the Joker, he would have flipped the coin 
until it landed on tails—but he didn’t. The Joker succeeds in removing the blame from himself and 
shifting it onto Gordon and Batman. This, in fact, is part of the Joker’s plan, which is still far from 
over. 

The clown frees Two-Face, escapes the hospital, and then blows the entire hospital up. 

Once again, to recap:​
​
The Joker summoned one of the mafia leaders to be killed and to destroy half of the mob’s money, 
in addition to burning Lau alive. He knew that another mafia leader would be aware of the meeting 
and deduced that he would inform the police of his location. By doing this, the Joker used the 
burning of the money to prevent anyone from taking it (including police officers who were 
involved with Maroni, the mobster). At the same time, he eliminated the main mafia leaders in the 
city, taking their men for himself. 

To prevent the police from arriving in time to save anything or anyone, he created a distraction 
involving the hospital. He hijacked the live broadcast that threatened to expose Batman’s true 
identity, saying that he no longer wanted to end their game. By making the public hunt Reese and 



forcing the police to evacuate the hospitals—while also diverting the task force that was going after 
the money and Lau—he removed the threat to Batman and, at the same time, made it possible for 
him to meet with Two-Face, which is another layer of his plan. By establishing chaos throughout 
the city, the Joker would have complete freedom to control the situation. 

 (Strategy, Planning, Tactics, EU, EF, EP, EE, EM, Psycho Profiling, Psycho Analysis, Psycho 
Warfare, Inductive Reasoning, Abductive Reasoning, Direct Manip, Emotional Manip, Indirect 

Manip, Logical Manip, Acting Skills, Sophistry, Concealment, Misdirection, Fabrication, Info 
Control, Anticipation, Prediction, Setting Traps, Trap Evasion, Info Gathering ) 

 
 

The Joker escapes on a bus and lets Two-Face escape on his own, knowing that he will now seek 
revenge for what was done to Rachel.​
 The bus the Joker used to flee has disappeared—50 people are missing. Gordon believes the Joker 
took Harvey, so if anyone asks, he ordered the police to say that Dent was rescued. Now they need 
the help of the National Guard. 

The Joker kidnapped Mike Engel, a GCN news anchor. A video sent by Mike is now being 
broadcast. He is reading from a piece of paper, saying:​
 “What does it take to make them come together? You didn’t kill the lawyer. You have to get out of 
the banks and into the streets. Tonight, this is my city. And the ones who remain will follow my 
rules. If you don’t want to be caught in the middle, leave now. However, anyone who uses bridges 
or tunnels will receive a surprise. Ha ha ha.” 

With this statement, the entire police force begins analyzing bridges and tunnels, as bombs may 
have been secretly planted. 

Meanwhile, Two-Face manages to track down information to kill those responsible for Rachel’s 
death. He goes after Wuertz with a gun to obtain information. Harvey forces Wuertz to reveal what 
he knows and then kills him in a coin-flip game. 

Meanwhile, Batman realizes that it would not be possible to defeat the Joker in a conventional way. 
He turns every cellphone in Gotham into a microphone and a high-frequency signal receiver. 
Basically, he takes the concept of sonar and applies it to every phone in the city. It is his last weapon 
against the Joker. Now, Batman is able to map the entire city in real time, essentially knowing 
everything that is happening. 

Returning to the Joker, Gordon realizes that, because of the Joker’s threats, tunnels and bridges are 
no longer viable escape routes. The entire city is trying to get out. As a result, 30,000 people are 
attempting to leave via ferries and boats. At the same time, Gordon plans to remove the prisoners 



from Arkham, since he anticipates that the Joker’s next move will be to use them. He wants to take 
them out of the Joker’s reach. 

The film also shows that, while all this is happening, Two-Face is meeting with Maroni, because he 
wants to settle things with “the man who took the Joker off his leash.” After being threatened, 
Maroni gives up Ramirez, saying that she, along with Wuertz, kidnapped Rachel. 

Even with this information, Two-Face decides to rely on the coin toss. Maroni gets lucky and it 
lands on heads, which should have guaranteed his safety. However, Two-Face decides to flip the 
coin again, using the excuse that this time it would decide the life of the driver in the car. It was 
merely an excuse to eliminate Maroni, which once again proves how influential the Joker had to be 
for Two-Face to flip the coin only once. Harvey ends up killing Maroni. 

 

Meanwhile, two vessels are departing.​
 On the first boat are law-abiding, decent citizens. They are leaving the city because of the Joker’s 
threats.​
 On the second boat are the prisoners from Arkham—mostly maniacs, murderers, and thieves. 
They are leaving because Gordon anticipated that the Joker would try to use or free them in some 
way. 

At a certain point, the first boat (the civilians) loses engine power. They plan to turn back, but 
when they try to communicate with the base on land, their communications are cut and the ship’s 
systems are hacked. 

When the crew inspects the engines, they discover that 100 barrels of gasoline have been planted, 
ready to detonate. The same situation exists on both boats.​
 However, there is also something curious: a detonator. That should not make sense—why would 
the Joker give them the detonator for their own bomb? 



The Joker then hijacks the communication and begins speaking to both ships. He says they are 
about to take part in a social experiment. With the magic of diesel and ammonium nitrate, the 
clown is ready to kill them all. The ships cannot communicate with each other, which is a crucial 
part of the Joker’s plan. 

If anyone tries to escape from a boat, the bombs will be triggered and everyone will die. The Joker 
has given one detonator to each boat. Detonator 1 (given to Boat 1) will explode the bomb on Boat 
2. Likewise, Detonator 2 (given to Boat 2) will explode the bomb on Boat 1. 

At midnight, the Joker will blow up both boats. However, if one of the boats presses the detonator 
that destroys the other boat, the boat that is not destroyed will remain intact and everyone on it will 
survive. He also warns them to choose quickly, because the people on the other boat may not be so 
noble. 

This tactic reveals a great deal about what the Joker believes. Psychologically, the people on Boat 1 
would think: “The people on Boat 2 are maniacs and murderers. They made their choices and 
deserve to be in prison. Our lives are worth more than theirs.”​
 At the same time, the people on Boat 2 would think: “The people on Boat 1 certainly believe their 
lives are worth more than ours. They are going to try to kill us. We should blow them up so we can 
get out of here alive.” 

Between the lines, the Joker wants to prove his thesis: people are not as civilized as they think. Even 
“good citizens” are capable of killing when they believe their lives matter more than others’. 

Meanwhile, Batman, using his sonar, realizes that the Joker is not actually that close to the boats 
and manages to map and pinpoint the Joker’s exact location. Batman informs Gordon that the 
Joker is in the Prewitt Building and asks him to position forces in the building across the street in 
order to breach the location. 

Before anything else, it is worth noting that the ferry social experiment is merely a decoy, meant to 
lead the police in the wrong direction. At the same time, the Joker anticipated that Batman would 
locate him and realize that this was not the Joker’s main trap. Even so, the ferry would serve as 
psychological pressure later on. 



The Joker positioned the missing bus in front of the building to make the police believe he was 
holding multiple hostages.

 

As can be seen, the police believe that the seated people are hostages, while the masked individuals 
standing are members of the Joker’s gang.​
 The police strategy is to shoot the masked men, shatter the windows, and then have the team 
storm the building. What makes the situation so desperate is that they have very little time. There is 
no time to devise an effective strategy, since at any moment the ferries could explode. In addition, 
Gordon believes that Dent is among the abducted as a victim. The Joker has effectively hidden the 
fact that Two-Face is still out there, attacking those he believes deserve to pay. At this very moment, 
he has even obtained important information from a policewoman and is heading toward Gordon’s 
family without Gordon knowing it. 

Returning to the masked men and the seated “victims,” Batman realizes that something feels off. 
This is not how the Joker operates. The hostages are positioned in front of large glass windows, 
which would make them easy targets. Batman decides to infiltrate first in order to confirm the 
situation inside. 

We then discover that Batman is using new technology implemented in his suit. He can see through 
walls and objects. There are clowns and hostages on two floors. The SWAT team is moving up the 
stairs while another team is on the roof. However, before the police reach the room, Batman 
realizes that the masked men are not part of the gang, but rather other hostages. They are bound 
and forced to hold guns. Since they clearly cannot leave that position, they appear to be members of 
the Joker’s crew. 

In the end, everyone there was part of the bus that the Joker hijacked.​
 Because Batman realized this trick in time, he had to fight to stop the SWAT team, which, of 
course, attacked him once again.  



 

The Joker was waiting for Batman. It seemed like a final confrontation between them.​
 As they fight, the SWAT team is busy dealing with the real members of the Joker’s gang on the 
lower floors. 

We also discover that the ferries were never going to explode at midnight. It was all a bluff, meant to 
make the police believe the ferries were the real problem, and also to try to make them destroy each 
other, in an attempt to prove his theory that people are inherently chaotic. 

At the end of the fight, the Joker is face to face with death, falling from the building, yet he keeps 
laughing, showing that not even death can shake him. Batman catches the clown to prevent him 
from dying and restrains him, hanging him upside down.​
 The Joker knew this would happen. According to him, this is what happens when an unstoppable 
force meets an immovable object. Batman is incorruptible. Batman’s rule is: no killing. The Dark 
Knight will not kill the Joker because, as the Joker’s profile suggests, Batman has a false and 
misguided sense of moralism. 

In the final moments, the Joker reveals something of crucial importance to his plan—the REAL 
and true intention behind everything he has done. All these games, everything the Joker carried 
out, were just ANOTHER LAYER meant to HIDE the fact that the true threat was not him, but 
HARVEY DENT.​
 The clown makes it clear that this city has people who still have faith in good, but only until their 
spirits and souls finally break. The Joker never wanted to risk losing the battle for Gotham’s soul in 



a direct clash with Batman. He always had an ace up his sleeve, hidden beneath layer after layer. His 
final weapon was Harvey Dent. 

From the very beginning, the Joker planned to take Gotham’s White Knight and turn him against 
Gotham—bringing him down to the same level as the Joker himself and Batman.​
 While Batman and the police were occupied with this massive operation, Commissioner Gordon 
received a call from Two-Face himself, threatening to kill his family if Gordon did not come to him. 

This had always been the Joker’s plan: draw all attention to himself while disguising what he had 
done to Harvey—turning him into a monster. He indirectly manipulated everyone into reaching 
this exact situation. The Joker would be captured, but only as a distraction. Meanwhile, Two-Face 
now had the commissioner and his family. 

In the final confrontation, Two-Face was ultimately defeated and killed by Batman, which 
indirectly caused Batman to break his one and only rule: not to kill.​
 The Joker won. Harvey’s cases and everything he fought for were undone. Any chance of saving 
the city died with Harvey. This leads Batman to realize something: Gotham needs a true hero. You 
either die a hero, or live long enough to become a villain. 

As his final move, Batman plans to take all the blame upon himself. He wants all the murders 
attributed to him. He will be hunted, condemned, and the symbol that Batman represents will die, 
in exchange for preserving the symbol that the White Knight represented.​
 And that was the Joker’s plan. He succeeded in destroying Batman and everything the symbol 
stood for. This was the ultimate plan devised by the Agent of Chaos. 

In the end, the Joker defeated Batman and broke the Dark Knight. As a final act of humiliation, he 
even manipulated him into breaking his most precious and only rule. 

(EU, EF, EM, EE, Mental Fortitude, Stress Tolerance, Deductive Reasoning, Inductive Reasoning, 
Abductive Reasoning, Abstract Reasoning, Planning, Strategy, Tactics, Direct Manip, Indirect 
Manip, Logical Manip, Emotional Manip,Acting Skills, Sophistry, Concealment, Misdirection, 
Fabrication, Info Control, Anticipation, Prediction, Psycho Analysis, Psycho Warfare, Psycho 

Profiling, Setting Trap, Trap Evasion, Info Gathering) 
 

If you want to review the Joker’s entire plan, go back to the beginning and reread all the parts in 
blue. All of this is part of the Joker’s Plan. 

🃏. 

 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDx_LpitSLo 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDx_LpitSLo
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