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Scans:
The Mentalist Season 1 Episode 20




Patrick Jane's learning ability (LA) is often underestimated within the community, primarily due to the complexity of his feats and the difficulty in fully grasping their implications.

Among his many impressive displays of LA, the most remarkable—contrary to popular belief—is not the Violin feat, but rather the Golf Feat. The sheer cognitive capability required for this achievement is extraordinary, solidifying Jane’s position among the high tiers of LA within the community—alongside figures such as Koji, L, Moriarty, and Sherlock.

This analysis will provide a detailed breakdown of the intricate learning processes involved in the Golf Feat, shedding light on its significance.




Summary of the Episode

The Mentalist – Season 1, Episode 20: "Red Sauce"
N/A


History of Golf
Golf has a long and fascinating history, evolving from ancient stick-and-ball games into the globally recognized sport it is today. While its exact origins are debated, similar games existed in ancient China, Rome, and the Netherlands. However, modern golf is most directly linked to Scotland, where it gained popularity in the 15th century. The first recorded mention of golf came in 1457 when King James II of Scotland banned the game, fearing it distracted from archery practice. By the 16th and 17th centuries, golf had become deeply embedded in Scottish culture, with St. Andrews emerging as the sport’s most iconic course. The first official golf rules were established in 1744, and by the 19th century, the game expanded beyond Scotland to England, North America, and other parts of the world. Key innovations, such as the gutta-percha ball in 1848 and steel-shafted clubs in the early 20th century, helped modernize the sport. Professional golf began taking shape with the creation of the Open Championship in 1860 and the formation of the United States Golf Association (USGA) in 1894. The 20th century saw the rise of legendary players like Jack Nicklaus and later Tiger Woods, who brought global attention to the sport. Technological advancements, including graphite shafts, hybrid clubs, and advanced golf balls, have further shaped the game. In 2016, golf made its long-awaited return to the Olympics, further cementing its status as a premier international sport. Today, golf continues to evolve with new formats, such as the controversial LIV Golf, and remains a beloved pastime for millions worldwide.


First, it is important to establish the context behind the feat itself. As noted in the analysis above (:3), it is evident that prior to meeting Sonny Battaglia, Jane had never played golf. This is not to say that he was unaware of golf as a sport, but it would be reasonable to assume that his knowledge was limited to what an average person might know—that it is a game where players use clubs to hit balls into holes.
This context acts as the foundation for analyzing the learning ability feat. In the episode, Jane, upon discovering Battaglia’s location, immediately sets off to Palm Desert, California. After a brief encounter, he convinces the mob boss to allow him to assist in his golf game. From the outset, Jane is able to construct a framework of thinking tailored to help Battaglia improve his performance, stating that Battaglia needs to view it as an "act of creation". As the scene progresses, we see that not only is Jane successful in this, but he also extrapolates an abstract method—humming the rhythm of a song—specifically designed to enhance Battaglia’s swing.
While this may seem superficial at first glance, it demonstrates Jane’s ability to learn and adapt. Despite lacking prior knowledge of golf's rules or mechanics—evident by his references to clubs as “sticks” and his unfamiliarity with their names—Jane quickly grasps the key physical skills required for proficiency. Within moments of observing Battaglia, he identifies flaws in his positioning, timing, and swing. Not only does Jane discern the proper way to execute these movements, but he also devises an effective training method to correct them. This implies that in a very short period, Jane developed a functional understanding of golf, analyzing information and learning purely through observation.
Further evidence of this learning ability is seen when Jane instinctively selects the appropriate club (either a driver or a hybrid) for the given course, recognizing the need for longer shots. Though he does not refer to the club by name, his intuition in selecting the most suitable club demonstrates an understanding of the game’s mechanics based on minimal exposure. This is reinforced when Battaglia states that Jane’s advice has been far more effective than that of numerous professional instructors and courses—each of which can be assumed to be highly prestigious given the amount that was stated to have been spent. This suggests that, in the short time since first observing Battaglia’s swing, Jane developed insights and skills on par with, or perhaps exceeding, those of professional golf instructors. Furthermore, it takes about 2 years for people to play Golf on a professional level.
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PJ would have had to drive 7+ hours to get to the golf resort. Driving for such long periods will lead to fatigue. This means that PJ was able to perform this LA feat while suffering from cognitive setbacks, so we can logically assume that PJ Learning Ability is likely higher than what he has displayed.  


Closing notes
“Ever since the departure of Goodman, ™ has been suffering in the comm without a clear leader. I will take it upon myself to help bring The Mentalist to where it belongs, at the top of the food chain. I will save The Mentalist” - G.I.H.F
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