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Context:

NTGHTMARE'S T5 SATD TO EMBODY THE VERY CONCEPT OF NEGATIVITY, THE ROOT OF ALL NEGATIVE THOUGHTS.

MEANING EVERY NEGATIVE THOUGHT THAT HAS EVER OCCURRED OR WILL OCCUR IS ACTIVELY MONITORED, INFLUENCED, AND
MANTPULATED BY NIGHTMARE.

HE SERVES AS THE VOTCE IN THE BACK OF YOUR MIND WHENEVER YOU EXPERTENCE ANY FORM OF NEGATIVE EMOTLONS OR THOUGHTS.

BOTH JOKU AND RAHAFWABAS STATE THAT THETR CHARACTERS ARE SOMEWHAT CANON TO EACH OTHER.



HOWEVER, THE MOST TMPORTANT POINT I5 THAT JOKU MENTIONED HE'S CONSIDERED CANON WITHIN THE DREAMTALE STORYLINE

THIS TMPLLES THAT THE CANON NIGHTMARE'S SCALING ALSO NATURALLY APPLTES TO THE CANON STORY OF KILLER—ALSO KNOWN AS
“SOMETHING NEW”

(THER AUS WOULD HAVETO FOLLOW THIS PATTERN, AS WITHOUT HIM, NEGATLVE EMOTIONS WOULDN'T EXIST.

AS ONCE AGAIN, HE'S NATURALLY THE CAUSE OF EVERY NEGATIVE THOUGHT IN EVERY AU

HE'S ALSO CAPABLE OF BEING ABLE TO PERFORM THE SAME LEVEL OF FEATS WITHOUT HAXS (MEANTNG THAT WHEREVER HE SCALES WITH
HTS HAX, HE SCALES EVEN HIGHER WITHOUT THEM)

Killer Sans:




KLLER SANS TS A SANS THAT WAS TRAPPED TN ENDLESS GENOCTDE TIMELINES.

HE REMEMBERS EVERY RESET AND ALL THE SUFFERING THAT CAME WITH THEM.

HE FELL UNDER THE PLAYER'S TNFLUENCE AND BECAME OBSESSED WITH FEELING “SOMETHING NEW.”

OVER TIME, HE SLOWLY LOST HTS SENSE OF SELF AND FORCED HIMSELF INTO EMOTIONAL NUMBNESS.

THTS 19 SOMETHING THAT'S VERY IMPORTANT,




Phase 1: Project Genesis






CHARA ATTEMPTS TO CONVINCE SANS TO KILL EVERYONE ELSE ALONGSIDE THEM

HOWEVER, THIS ROUTE ULTIMATELY ENDS THE SAME WAY AS THE PREVIOUS ONES.

SANS REFUSES.
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DESPITE EVERYTHING HE HAS EXPERTENCED ACROSS THE COUNTLESS RESETS, HE STILL REFUSES TO BECOME LTKE CHARA

AND THIS INTERACTION REVEALS SOMETHING TMPORTANT ABOUT HIS CHARACTER: SANS WASN T ALWAYS (IKE THIS, AND HIS SMILE
WASN'T ALWAYS FAKE.

115 BEHAVIOR TS NOT NECESSARILY AN TNDICATION THAT HE WAS ALWAYS EMOTIONALLY DETACHED OR INCAPABLE OF EXPERTENCING
GENUINE HAPPINESS.

RATHER, THE REPEATED RESETS HAVE GRADUALLY CHANGED HIM, WEARTNG DOWN KIS MENTAL STATE UNTIL HE BEGINS WITHDRAWING
FROM THE WORLD ARDUND HIM.
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THIS DISTINCTION T5 TMPORTANT BECAUSE IT ESTABLISHES THAT SANS'S PSYCHOLOGICAL DETERTORATION 1§ A PROCESS RATHER THAN
AN INHERENT CHARACTERTSTIC THAT HE NATURALLY HAD BEFOREHAND.

HEHAS BEEN FORCED TO EXPERTENCE THE SAME EVENTS REPEATEDLY, REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENED, AND WATCH EVERYTHING RETURN TO
THE BEGINNING, REGARDLESS OF HOW MUCH THOSE EXPERIENCES AFFECT HIM.

50 BACK WHEN THE FIRST RESET OCCURRED, SANS ATTEMPTED TO RATIONALLZE CHARA'S ACTIONS.
HE WANTED TO UNDERSTAND WHY THEY HAD DONE WHAT THEY DID.

THER UMABLY SOME EXPLANATION BEHIND THEIR BEHAVIOR, SOME REASON THAT COULD MAKE THE EVENTS
UNDERSTANDABLE TO HIM.

BUT AS THE RESETS CONTINUED, THAT INTTIAL ATTEMPT TO RATIONALLZE THE STTUATION GRADUALLY DETERTORATED.

AETER EIPERTENCING THE SAME CYCLE REPEATEDLY, SANS BEGAN QUESTIONING WHETHER HE SHOULD TELL SOMEONE WHAT WAS
HAPPENTNG.

®  SHOULD HE TELL SOMEONE ABOUT THE RESETS!
® SHOULD HE TRY TO EXPLATN WHAT CHARA WAS DOING!
®  (OULD ANYONE HELP HIM!
BUT THOSE QUESTIONS WERE MET WITH THE SAME PROBLEM EVERY TIME.

THEY WOULDN T REMEMBER AT ALL
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NO MATTER WHOM HE TOLD, THE NEIT RESET WOULD ERASE THETR MEMORTES OF THE PREVIOUS TIMELT

SANS WOULD BE LEFT CARRYING THE BURDEN OF THOSE EXPERTENCES ALONE, WHITLE EVERYONE ELSE RETURNED 10 TRELE ORDTNATY
LLVES WITHOUT REMEMBERING WHAT HAD HAPPENED.

EVENTUALLY, THIS RESULTED TN THE CHANGE OF HIS ATTITUDE.

[ DON'T CARE ANYMORE

THIS WASN'T BECAUSE THE EVENTS HAD STOPPED AFFECTING HIM.

RATHER, LT WAS BECAUSE THE REPEATED RESETS HAD AFFECTED HIM SO SEVERELY THAT HE HAD BEGUN TO LOSE THE MOTIVATION T0 DO
ANYTHING ABOUT THEM.

HE WAS TRAPPED TN A CYCLE WHERE HTS EXPERTENCES MATTERED TO HIM, BUT APPARENTLY MATTERED TO NOBODY ELSE.

(ECOULD ATTEMPTTO ERPLATN WHAT WAS BAPPENTIG, BUT NOBODY WOULD REMEMBER.

HECOULD TRY TO CHANGE THE OUTCOME, BUT ANOTHER RESET COULD UNDO IT.

HE COULD GROW ATTACHED TO SOMEONE, ONLY TO WATCH THE RELATIONSHIP RETURN TO TT5 ORTGINAL STATE THAT TT WAS BEFORE THE
RESET.

OVER TIME, THTS WOULD MAKE TTINCREASTNGLY DIFFICULT FOR SANS TO BELTEVE THAT ANYTHING HE DID COULD PRODUCE A
LASTING RESULT.

THIS EVENTUALLY LED TO SANS WANTING ONE OF TWO THINGS T HAPPEN.

L HEWANTED CHARATO ELTHER CONTINUE.

L. ORHE WANTED THEM TO STOP.



ANYTHING OTHER THAN ANOTHER RESET

BECAUSE AT THAT POINT, THE CONTINUATION OF THE TIMELINE AND TTS COMPLETE CESSATION WOULD AT LEAST REPRESENT A
DEFINTTIVE OUTCOME.

CITHER SOMETHING WOULD FINALLY CHANGE, OR THE CYCLE WOULD FINALLY END.

THIS EXPLATNS WY SANS BEGAN CLOSTNG RIMSELF OFF FROM THE WORLD AROUND HIM.

BY DISTANCING HIMSELF EMOTIONALLY, HE COULD REDUCE THE POSSIBILITY OF FORMING ATTACHMENTS THAT WOULD ONLY BECOME
ANOTHER SOURCE OF PALN WHEN THE TIMELINE RESET.

HAPS HE WOULD NO LONGER BE DISAPPOINTED AND THE RESETS WOULD HURT
LESS.

AND TFHE STOPPED ALLOWING HIMSELF T0 BECOME EMOTIONALLY INVESTED, PERHAPS HE COULD ENDURE THE ENDLESS REPETITION

115 DETACHMENT THEREFORE BECOMES A DEFENSIVE MECHANTSM.

®  SANS CLOSES RIMSELF OFF BECAUSE HE WANTS TO AVOTD EXPERTENCING THE SAME EMOTIONAL PATN OVER AND QVER
AGAIN.

[T THIS ALSO CREATES AN TMPORTANT CONTRADICTION: ALTHOUGH HE WANTS TO AVOID FURTHER SUFFERING,

HEDOESN'T NECESSARTLY WANT TO REMALN TRAPPED TN THE SAME EMOTIONAL STATE FOREVER.



HE WANTS AN EXPERTENCE THAT DIFFERS FROM EVERYTHING HE HAS ALREADY ENDURED.

AND NTGHTMARE CAN EXPLOTT THAT DESTRE.

50 WHEN CHARA TNTRODUCES SOMETHING DIFFERENT, SANS FINALLY BEGINS EXPERIENCING SOMETHING HE HAS BEEN DEPRIVED OF
THROUGHOUT THE RESETS: NOVELTY.
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THE PROSPECT OF DOTNG SOMETHING NEW OFFERS A TEMPORARY ESCAPE FROM THE REPETITIVE NATURE OF HIS EXTSTENCE

FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS EXPERTENCED THE SAME EVENTS OVER AND OVER, NOVELTY CAN BECOME ESPECTALLY APPEALING BECAUSETT

HE BEGINS ENJOYING HURTING CHARA, AS WELL AS THE COMPLICATED SENSATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH RURTING THEM AND BEING
AFFECTED BY THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS OWN ACTLONS.

THIS 19 STGNIFICANT BECAUSE IT DEMONSTRATES HOW FAR HIS PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE HAS DETERTORATED.

THE DESTRE TO EXPERTENCE SOMETHING NEW HAS BECOME ENTANGLED WITH THE POSSTBILITY OF DOTNG THINGS HE WOULD PREVIOUSLY
HAVE REFUSED TO DO.

HOWEVER, THERE TS AN TMPORTANT DISTINCTION HERE
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WANTING TO EXPERTENCE SOMETHING NEW DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY MEAN SANS TS WILLING TO ABANDON EVERY PRINCIPLE HE
POSSESSES.

THAT TS PRECTSELY WHAT MAKES HIS REPEATED REFUSALS IMPORTANT.

DESPITE HTS DETERTORATING MENTAL HEALTH, HTS TSOLATION, AND HIS GROWING DESTRE FOR NOVELTY, SANS CONTINUES TO REFUSE
CHARA'S PROPOSAL

AND, ACCORDING TO THE STORY AND INFORMATION THAT TS GIVEN TO US, THIS REFUSAL PERSISTS ACRDSS THE INFINTTE TIMELINES
AND POSSTBILITIES TN WHICH CHARA ATTEMPTS TO CONVINCE HIM

AS T'VE STATED ABOVE TN THE CONTEXT BOX, NTGHTNARE TS ESTABLTSHED AS THE ROOT OF ALL NEGATIVE THOUGHTS,

HEINFLUENCE'S, CREATES, AND MANAGES THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS THAT EMERGE WITHIN A PERSONS MIND /L 0NGT0E 1
REASONTNG PROCESS THAT COMES WITH SATD THOUGHTS.



it literally enters your head when you feel
some negative emotion and it sounds like
your own voice, trying to convince you to
do something, like when you get angry with
someone and you start to hear in your
head all the times that that person was
mean to you and that alone It causes you

to fill up more anger and want to harm that
person. (That is caused by Nightmare)

THIS NATURALLY MEANS FOR THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS
PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE.

THE GROWING EMOTIONAL EXHAUSTLON, THE DESIRE TO STOP CARING, AND THE LONGING
10 EXPERTENCE SOMETHING DIFFERENT.

NIGHTMARE WOULD NOT MERELY NEED TO TMPLANT THESE THOUGHTS INSIDE SANS'S MIND.
HEWOULD ALSO NEED TO MAKE THEM APPEAR TO BE SANS'S OWN THOUGHTS.

[N OTHER WORDS, NTGHTMARE WOULD HAVE TO MANTPULATE SANS TNTERNALLY WHILE MATNTATNING THE TLLUSTON THAT SANS VIS
INDEPENDENTLY



NIGHTMARE COULD EXPLOIT
THOSE EXSTING CLRCUMSTANCES WITHOUT MAKING HIS INFLUENCE 0BVIOUS.

NTGHTMARE BUTLDS UPON SANS'S GENUTNE EXPERTENCES STEERING HIS THOUGHTS

THE MOST IMPORTANT EVIDENCE TN THIS—
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= Don’ t despair.
# This world has infinite

opportunities.
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ESTABLISHING A FUNDAMENTAL BOUNDARY TN HIS CHARACTERIZATION: EVEN WHEN SANS ERPERTENCES NEGATIVE THOUGHTS AND
WANTS SOMETHING NEW, HE WILL NOT AGREE TO KILLING HIS FRIENDS.

IS PSYCHOLOGLCAL DETERTORATION DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY ERASE THIS BOUNDARY.

THIS DISTINCTION BETWEEN HAVING A THOUGHT AND ACTING UPON 1T

NTGHTMARE'S INFLUENCE MAY EXPLAIN THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS SANS EXPERTENCES,



THAT PERSON BEING THE PLAYER.



THE PLAYER BEGINS TO REALLZE THAT ORDINARY PERSUASION IS NOT GOING 10 WORK.

THEY WANT SANS TO HURT HIS FRIENDS.

THEY WANT SANS T0 KILL THEM.

THEY WANT HIM TO SAY YES.

BUT HE REFUSES TO DO S0.
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THTS CREATES A PSYCHOLOGTCAL OPENTNG FOR NIGHTMARE THAT HE HIMSELF SET UP.

THE PLAYER'S FRUSTRATLON GROWS BECAUSE SANS CONTINUES TO DENY THEM THE OUTCOME THEY WANT.

RATHER THAN ACCEPTING SANS'S REFUSAL, THE PLAYER BEGINS LOOKING FOR A WAY AROUND IT

AND S0, EXPLOTTING THE PLAYER'S FRUSTRATION, TMPATLENCE, OBSESSION, AND DISSATISFACTLON WITH THE REPEATED OUTCOMES.



CEENCOURAGES THE PURTER IO THENCTHAT SANS CREFSAL TS AN OBSTACLE THAT MUST BE REMOVED.
HE MAKES THE PLAYER INCREASINGLY FOCUSED ON ACHTEVING THE DESIRED RESULT, REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES.

THE PLAYER THEREFORE CONSIDERS AN OPTION THAT CAME FROM THEIR NEGATIVE THOUGHTS THAT THEY PREVIOUSLY WOULD NOT HAVE
ENTERTAINED:

CHANGING SANS HIMSELF SO THAT HE CAN FINALLY SAY YES.

ot/ WAN
ANG Tuk coDE

OFTHER THAN SEMPLC FORCING SANSTO AGHEE, NIGHTMARE MANTPULATES THE PLAYER INTO CHANGING THE CONDITIONS THAT
EVENT HIM FROM AGREEING.

THE PLAYER HAS ALREADY TRIED REPEATEDLY TO CONVINCE SANS.

THEY HAVE ALREADY EXPERTENCED THE FRUSTRATION OF REACHING THE SAME OUTCOME AGATN AND AGATN.
NTGHTMARE EXPLOTTED THAT FRUSTRATION

[F SANS WILL NEVER AGREE UNDER HIS EXTSTING CONDITIONS, THEN THOSE CONDITIONS MUST BE CHANGED.

THE PLAYER THEREFORE MODLFIES SANS'S (ODE,

NTGHTMARE HAS SUCCESSFULLY MANTPULATED THE PLAYER TNTO DOING WHAT HE WANTED.

THIS EXPLATNS THE STGNTFLCANCE OF THE STATEMENT THAT KTLLER TS HERE BECAUSE OF YOU.



THE SAME GENERAL PRINCTPLE APPLTES TO OTHER AU CHARACTERS AS WELL, WITH DREAMTALE BETNG THE EXCEPTION TO THIS
PARTICULAR P ATTERN.(BE[AU EITHAS NO CODE TO MANTPULATE AND DOESN'T FOLLOW THE SAME RULES AS OTHER AU'S )

they cant, dreamtale is not a game... they dont have reset

THIS ALSO CONNECTS DIRECTLY TO KILLER'S DESTRE TO EXPERTENCE SOMETHING NEW,



BUT THE IMPORTANT QUESTLON 15 WHERE THAT DESTRE ULTIMATELY LEADS.

NTGHTMARE EXPLOTTED THESE EXTSTING CTRCUMSTANCES, THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS SURRDUNDING THEM

THE PLAYER'S INTERVENTION

AS ARESULT, BECOMES PART OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATION OF KILLER S TDENTITY

—LEADING TO THE LAYERS PUT BEHIND THIS PLAN:



1. EVERY REFUSAL RETNFORCES THE PLAYER S FRUSTRATION.

3. TVERY FATLED ATTEMPT MAKES THE DESTRED OUTCOME SEEM FURTHER AWAY.

AND

k. THE MORE DETERMINED THE PLAYER BECOMES TO OBTATN THAT OUTCOME, THE MORE TEMPTING IT BECOMES TO ALTER THE
(ONDITIONS PREVENTING 1T,

THE METHOD DOES NOT REQUIRE SANS TO INDEPENDENTLY ABANDON HIS MENTALITY,
THE CONDITIONS THAT MAINTAINED IT.

THERESULTING CHAIN CAN BE REPRESENTED AS FOLLOWS:

L —> PSYCHOLOGICAL DETERIORATION —

! —> (ONTINUED REFUSALTO KILL RIS FRIENDS

3. PLAYER FRUSTRATION —> NIGHTMARE'S MANTPULATION OF THE PLAYER —

k. MODIFICATION OF SANS'S CODE —

S0 WHEN ALL THESE PLECES ARE CONSIDERED TOGETHER, PHASE 1 BECOMES THE FOUNDATLON FOR PHASE 1.




Phase 2: The Devile Acsistant

WITH PHASE 1 NOW COMPLETE, NIGHTMARE'S MANIPULATION LEADS DIRECTLY INTO THE NEXT STAGE OF HIS PLAN.

HY[SII



NOBODY WILL REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENS AFTER
THE RESET, AND HE WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERTENCE SOMETHING NEW,



AND THAT IS PRECTSELY WHAT NIGHTMARE WANTS.

BY CONVINCING SANS TO PARTICLPATE IN THE GENOCIDE ROUTES, NTGHTMARE CAN PUSH HIM FURTHER TNTO A STATE OF
DISSOCIATION, GRADUALLY DISTANCING HIM FROM HIS OWN ACTIONS, EMOTIONS, AND SENSE OF IDENTITY.

THE MORE SANS PARTICIPATES IN THESE KILLINGS, THE EASTER T BECOMES FOR HIM TO SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM THE PERSON
(OMMITTING THEM.

ECAN BEGIN TO TREAT THE VIOLENCE AS SOMETHING DETACHED FROM WHO HE 1S, EVEN WHILE HE REMAINS THE ONE CARRYING IT
OUT.

HOWEVER, THE REASON SANS FINALLY AGREES TO CHARA'S PROPOSAL IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT.



ly am

HE HAS GIVEN UP ON EVERYONE.

SANS HAS REACHED A POINT WHERE HE NO LONGER BELLEVES THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM CAN UNDERSTAND
WHAT HE HAS EXPERTENCED.

EVERY ATTEMPT TO MAINTAIN A CONNECTION WITH THESE PEOPLE BECOMES INCREASINGLY MEANINGLESS
BECAUSE THE RELATIONSHIPS HE REMEMBERS ARE CONSTANTLY BEING ERASED AND RESTORED

HE HAS SPENT COUNTLESS TIMELINES WATCHING THE SAME PEOPLE LLVE THEIR LIVES, MAKE THE SAME DECISTONS, AND RETURN 10
THE SAME STARTING POINT.

MEANWHILE, HE 5 LEFT CARRYING THE ACCUMULATED MEMORIES OF EXPERTENCES THAT,

EVENTUALLY, HIS THOUGHTS BEGIN TO REFLECT THIS HOPELESSNESS.



® [HEY COULDN T UNDERSTAND.

® [HEY COULDN THELP HIM BEFORE.

© HOW COULD THEY HELP HIM NOW!?

THESE THOUGHTS REPRESENT AND DEMONSTRATE HOW FAR SANS HAS WITHDRAWN FROM THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM.

THE PEOPLE HE ONCE CARED ABOUT ARE NO LONGER PEOPLE HE BELLEVES CAN HELP HIM, BECAUSE, FROM HIS PERSPECTIVE,

WHEN CHARA DFFERS HIM AN DPPORTUNITY T0 EXPERIENCE SOMETHING NEW, SANS HAS LESS REASON TO RESIST
THAN HE ONCE DID.



AND IF THE PEOPLE HE CARES ABOUT CANNOT
UNDERSTAND WHAT HE IS GOING THROUGH ANYWAY, THEN WHAT REASON DOES HE HAVE TO CONTINUE PROTECTING THE SAME
WORLD THAT HAS REPEATEDLY LEFT HIM ALONE WITH HIS MEMORIES!

RATHER THAN BEING AN ENTIRELY SUDDEN CHANGE IN BEHAVIOR, SANS AGREEING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE KILLINGS IS
INTERPRETED AS

AFTER BEING WORN DOWN BY REPETITION AND ENCOURAGED BY THE PROMISE OF NOVELTY, THAT BOUNDARY HAS FINALLY
BEEN CROSSED.

SANS TS NO LONGER STMPLY EXPERTENCING NEGATIVE THOUGHTS. Hf 1S
BEGINNING TO ACT UPON THEM.

THIS LEADS DIRECTLY INTO ONE OF THE MOST STGNTFLCANT PLECES FOR THIS NEXT PART: THE FIRST TIME SANS KILLS PAPYRUS
DURING THE GENOCIDE RUNS, SPECIFICALLY DURING HIS BREAKDOWN .

THE DIALOGUE IN THIS MOMENT REVEALS THE RESENTMENT, JEALOUSY, DESPERATION, AND EMOTIONAL PAIN THAT SANS HAS
CARRIED FOR A LONG TIME THROUGH THE RESETS.

RATHER THAN PRESENTING HIS ACTIONS AS THE RESULT OF A SINGLE EMOTION, HIS BREAKDOWN EXPOSES SEVERAL CONFLICTING
FEELINGS THAT HAVE ACCUMULATED WITHIN HIM.



you Do not know how much I hated you
How I'm jealous that You do not remember
T get hurt and you are not |

"hehe You are failure brother"
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HE SAYS:
"10U DO NOT KNOW HOW MUCH [ HATED YOU. "

“10U DO NOT KNOW HOW TEALOUS T wAS OF YOU."

"L GETHURT, YOU ARE A FATLURE BROTHER "

i needed you papyrus but...."you do not Remember and in the end

i get hurt for you hahaha" why dont you remember "why dont you
rememer" why "why" why "why" Apparently "I" do "not" need "you"
i'm sorry papyrus "no i'm not"
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"L NEEDED YOU PAPYRUS, BUTYOU DON'T REMEMBER "

OUDONOTREMEMBER, AND T GET HURT FOR YOU."

"WHY DON'T YOU REMEMBER.."

"WHY? WHY? WHy?"

"APPARENTLY I DO NOT NEED YOU. "

THESE STATEMENTS ARE TMPORTANT BECAUSE THEY REVEAL THAT SANS'S RELATIONSHIP WITH PAPYRUS IS NOT AS EMOTIONALLY
STRALGHTFORWARD AS IT APPEARS.

ON ONE HAND, SANS EXPRESSES HATRED AND JEALOUSY TOWARD HIS BROTHER.

N THE OTHER HAND, HE ADMITS THAT HE NEEDED PAPYRUS.

HIS RESENTMENT EXISTS ALONGSIDE AN ATTACHMENT THAT HE HAS APPARENTLY BEEN UNABLE TO ABANDON COMPLETELY.

HETS NOT EXPRESSING A DESTRE TO HURT SOMEONE HE DISLEKES: HE 1S ACTIVELY CONFRONTING THE PAINFUL CONTRADICTION OF
NEEDING SOMEONE WHO, FROM HIS PERSPECTIVE, CANNOT REMEMBER THE EXPERTENCES THAT HAVE DAMAGED HIM.

THE REPEATED EMPHASTS ON PAPYRUS NOT REMEMBERING IS ESPECTALLY REVEALING.

SANS REMEMBERS WHAT HAPPENED, BUT PAPYRUS DOES NOT.

THAT DIFFERENCE CREATES AN EMOTIONAL IMBALANCE BETWEEN THEM.

SANS HAS EXPERTENCED COUNTLESS TIMELINES TN WHICH HE WATCHED PAPYRUS LIVE, DIE, AND BECOME INVOLVED IN EVENTS THAT
WERE SUBSEQUENTLY ERASED.



YET WHENEVER A RESET OCCURS, PAPYRUS RETURNS WITHOUT THE MEMORIES THAT WOULD ALLOW HIM TO UNDERSTAND SANS'S
SUFFERING.

10 PAPYRUS, THEIR RELATIONSHIP CONTINUES FROM WHATEVER POINT THE TIMELINE ESTABLISHES.

10 SANS, HOWEVER, THAT SAME RELATIONSHIP CARRLES THE ACCUMULATED WEIGHT OF EXPERIENCES PAPYRUS CANNOT EVEN BEGIN
T0 RECALL.

THIS MEANS THAT SANS IS NOT ANGRY BECAUSE PAPYRUS FALLS TO UNDERSTAND HIM.

HE 15 ANGRY BECAUSE, TN HIS EYES, PAPYRUS CANNOT UNDERSTAND HIM.

THE MEMORLES THAT GIVE SANS'S PAIN TTS CONTEXT ARE ABSENT FROM PAPYRUS'S MIND, LEAVING SANS TRAPPED IN A CYCLE
WHERE HIS SUFFERING REMAINS REAL TO HIM BUT EFFECTIVELY NONEXISTENT TO EVERYONE ELSE.

THAT S WHAT MAKES THE LINE "1 NEEDED YOU PAPYRUS, BUT YOU DON T REMEMBER™ SO SIGNIFICANT.

BENEATH THE RESENTMENT, SANS 1S ADMITTING THAT HE WANTED HIS BROTHER'S SUPPORT.

HE NEEDED SOMEONE WHO COULD RECOGNTZE WHAT HE WAS GOING THROUGH, SOMEONE WHO COULD ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE
REPEATED RESETS HAD AFFECTED HIM.

YET PAPYRUS CANNOT PROVIDE THAT SUPPORT BECAUSE HE HAS NO MEMORY OF THE EVENTS THAT CAUSED SANS T0 NEED IT IN THE
FIRST PLACE.

AND FROM SANS'S PERSPECTIVE, THAT FALLURE 15 DEVASTATING.

HE NEEDED PAPYRUS, BUT PAPYRUS COULD NOT REMEMBER WHY .

HE WAS HURT BY EXPERTENCES THAT PAPYRUS COULD NOT REMEMBER SHARING.

HE WANTED TO BE UNDERSTOOD BY SOMEONE WHO HAD NO WAY OF UNDERSTANDING HIM.



CONSEQUENTLY, THE RESENTMENT GROWS UNTIL IT BEGINS TO OVERSHADOW THE ATTACAMENT BENEATH IT.

HIS JEALOUSY AND HATRED BECOME INTERTWINED WITH HIS LONGING FOR HIS BROTHER 'S SUPPORT, CREATING AN INCREASINGLY
UNSTABLE EMOTIONAL STATE.

THIS 15 PRECISELY THE KIND OF PSYCHOLOGICAL VULNERABILITY NIGHTMARE (AN EXPLOTT—

BECAUSE AS T'VE ESTABLISHED PLENTY OF TIMES BEFORE, NIGHTMARE 5 CAPABLE OF INFLUENCING INDIVIDUALS BY ACTING AS AN
INTERNAL VOICE AND MAKING THOSE THOUGHTS FEEL AS THOUGH THEY ORIGINATE FROM THE INDIVIDUAL THEMSELVES.

APPLLED TO KILLER, THIS MEANS NIGHTMARE DID NOT NEED TO CREATE EVERY NEGATIVE EMOTION FROM NOTHING.

[NSTEAD, HE CAN TAKE EXISTING FRUSTRATIONS, INSECURITIES, RESENTMENTS, AND UNRESOLVED EMOTIONAL WOUNDS AND
AMPLIFY THEM UNTIL THEY BECOME INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO RESIST.

SANS ALREADY HAS REASONS TO FEEL TSOLATED. HE ALREADY EXPERIENCES THE PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSEQUENCES OF REMEMBERING
WHAT OTHERS FORGET.

HE ALREADY HAS A COMPLICATED RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS OWN SUFFERING

BY ACTING AS SANS'S INNER VOICE, NIGHTMARE CAN REINFORCE HIS RESENTMENT TOWARD PAPYRUS, DEEPEN HIS TEALOUSY,
THOUGHTS THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE REMAIN FLEETING Ok MANAGEABLE CAN BECOME INCREASINGLY PERSISTENT, INTRUSIVE, AND
EMOTIONALLY OVERWHELMING.

INSTEAD OF ALLOWING SANS TO PROCESS HIS CONFLICTING FEELINGS, THIS INFLUENCE PUSHES HIM TOWARD INTERPRETING THEM
IN THE MOST DESTRUCTIVE POSSIBLE WAY.



HAHA...."YOU ARE 50
STUPED"

"deaf ce I dggeen

IN HIS MIND, THAT RELYING ON HIS BROTHER
WAS POINTLESS.

WHILE NTGHTMARE'S
INFLUENCE MAKES THOSE THOUGHTS MORE INTENSE AND DIFFICULT TO ESCAPE.



THEN IT 15 OK ANY THINGS
TCMAKE YOU HAFPY

FEY I R REROVRE |1 APy N &;_r.ii__;[-'_"‘}ng-_pi__lx

THE ACT TTSELF DOES DEMONSTRATE THAT SANS HAS BECOME WILLING TO KILL.

no no no no |
"Kept quiet
we ended

BUT HIS SUBSEQUENT BREAKDOWN REVEALS THAT KILLING PAPYRUS HAS AFFECTED HIM FAR MORE DEEPLY THAN HE MIGHT HAVE
ANTICIPATED.



DESPITE EVERYTHING HE HAS SALD ABOUT HIS BROTHER, THE ACT FORCES HIM TO CONFRONT THE EMOTIONAL STGNIFICANCE OF WHAT
HE HAS DONE.

HE HAS KILLED SOMEONE HE RESENTED.

BUT ALSO SOMEONE HE NEEDED.

THAT CONTRADICTION IS WHAT MAKES THE MOMENT SO IMPORTANT.

IF SANS HAD COMPLETELY STOPPED CARING ABOUT PAPYRUS, THERE WOULD BE LLTTLE REASON FOR THE KILLING TO PROVOKE SUCH AN
INTENSE EMOTIONAL RESPONSE.

[NSTEAD, HIS BREAKDOWN SHOWS THAT HIS ATTACHMENT HAS NOT SIMPLY DISAPPEARED.

PA.PAPYRUS CAME BACK I AM

50 SORRY I DIDNT MEANIT

AND I WILL NAVER HURT YOU AEGI
YES WE WILL" NO NO NOOOQOOO

PAPYRUS PAPYRUS PAPYRUS CAME BAC

CAME BACK I'M SORRY PAPYRUS.

papyrus what have i done
i didnt want....i oh god no
NO NO NO NO NO NO NO
NO NO NO NO NO NO NO
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NTGHTMARE'S INFLUENCE, AS T EXPLAINED, WHILE STILL
BEING EMOTIONALLY AFFECTED BY IT AFTERWARD.

HE HAS BEEN PUSHED TOWARD DOING SOMETHING DESTRUCTIVE,



ANOTHER TMPORTANT DETALL IS THE CONTRADICTION IN SANS'S OWN MIND FOLLOWING THE KILLING OF PAPYRUS.

s iy - -
Y s i " B no...no | dont want this any mo

"l f g Jad 1 gl el |"yes | want" Because of ibe
TR S a killer "it iz not ther fullt "
hahahahaha "hahahahah

HE EXPRESSES THAT HE DOES NOT WANT THIS ANYMORE. TET, AT THE SAME TIME, ANOTHER PART OF HIS INTERNAL DIALOGUE
EXPRESSES THE OPPOSITE SENTIMENT: "YES, THIS IS WHAT T WANT."

ON ONE SIDE, HE RECOGNTZES THE EMOTIONAL REALLTY OF WHAT HAS HAPPENED.

HE HAS KILLED PAPYRUS, AND THE ACT HAS AFFECTED HIM.

THE CONSEQUENCES, OR WHAT THE KILLING MIGHT
MEAN ABOUT THE PERSON HE HAS BECOME.



HEHAS AGREED TO CHARA'S PROPOSAL, CROSSED A BOUNDARY HE PREVIOUSLY REFUSED T0 CROSS, AND ENTERED A SITUATION IN
WHICH KILLING HAS BECOME SOMETHING HE IS WILLING T0 DO.

THE CONFLLCT BETWEEN THESE TWO RESPONSES CREATES A PSYCHOLOGICAL DIVIDE.

ONE PART OF SANS PROTESTS AGATNST WHAT IS HAPPENTNG, WHILE ANOTHER ATIEMPTS 0 JUSTIFY OR EMBRACE IT.

RATHER THAN ALLOWING THESE CONFLICTING FEELINGS TO COEXIST AND CONFRONTING WHAT THEY MEAN, HE SEPARATES HIMSELF
FROM THE EXPERIENCE BY LEANING INTO THE IDEA THAT THIS IS WHAT HE WANTS.

[NOTHER WORDS, THE THOUGHT "THIS 1S WHAT T WANT"

IF HE CONVINCES HIMSELF THAT HE WANTS T0 DO THIS, THEN HE DOES NOT HAVE TO CONFRONT THE POSSIBILITY THAT HE 1§ DOING

SOMETHING HE CANNOT EMOTIONALLY ACCEPT.

HE CAN ATTEMPTTO TURN A PAINFUL, CONFLICTING EXPERTENCE INTO A CHOICE HE HAS SUPPOSEDLY MADE WILLINGLY.

HIS BREAKDOWN SHOWS THE OPPOSITE: THE FEELINGS HE IS TRYING TO SUPPRESS CONTINUE TO SURFACE, FORCING HIM T0
(ONFRONT THE EMOTIONAL CONSEQUENCES DESPITE HIS ATTEMPTS TO DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM THEM.

BV RELNFORCENG THE THOUGHTS THAT ENCOURAGE SANS T0 CONTINUE WHTLE SIMULTANEOUSLY EXPLOTTENG THE PALN THAT MAKES

HIM WANTTO RETECT WHAT HE HAS DONE, NIGHTMARE CAN PUSH HIM FURTHER AWAY FROM A STABLE UNDERSTANDING OF HIS OWN
FEELINGS.

SANS BECOMES CAUGHT BETWEEN THE PART OF HIMSELF THAT RECOGNIZES THE HORROR OF HIS ACTIONS AND THE PART THAT ATTEMPTS
T0 CONVINCE HIM THAT THOSE ACTIONS ARE DESIRABLE.

—AND THE MORE LOVE HE GATNS, THE EASTER [T BECOMES 10 DISTANCE HIMSELF AS WIELL



THIS IS WHERE DISSOCIATION BECOMES CENTRAL.

SANS 15 NOT NECESSARILY BECOMING FREE OF HIS EMOTIONS.

HETS BECOMING INCREASINGLY DISCONNECTED FROM HOW HE EXPERIENCES AND INTERPRETS THEM.

ALLOW HIM TO MOVE BETWEEN REJECTING HIS ACTIONS AND JUSTIFYING THEM, CREATING
DISTANCE BETWEEN HIMSELF

[NSTEAD OF FULLY CONFRONTING HIS GUILT, GRIEF, RESENTMENT, AND ATIACHMENT, HE CAN ATTEMPT TO BURY THOSE FEELINGS
BENEATH THE BELIEF THAT HE WANTS WHAT IS HAPPENING.

SANS INCREASINGLY VULNERABLE T FURTHER MANIPULATION .




e Finitel bud oo D g el b it

1. TFEVERYTHING CAN BE RESET, THEN THE KILLING CAN BE TREATED AS TEMPORARY
2. TFTHE TIMELINE CAN BE ERASED, THEN THE SUFFERING ASSOCIATED WITH IT CAN SUPPOSEDLY BE ERASED AS WELL.

3. THEN SANS CAN TELL HIMSELF THAT THE EVENTS DO NOT NEED T0 CARRY THE
SAME WELGHT THEY OTHERWISE WOULD.

HOWEVER, THIS REASONING OVERLOOKS THE CENTRAL PROBLEM THAT HAS DEFINED SANS'S EXPERTENCES FROM THE BEGINNING.

NOR DOES IT ELIMINATE THE PSYCHOLOGLCAL EFFECTS OF

CONSEQUENTLY, CHARA'S PROMISE IS PARTICULARLY DAMAGING IN THE CONTEXT OF SANS'S EXISTING MENTAL STATE,



1. T ENCOURAGES HIM TO TREAT THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS ACTIONS AS MEANINGLESS

1. WHILE LEAVING HIM TO THAT MAKE THOSE CONSEQUENCES EMOTIONALLY SIGNIFICANT.

BECAUSE NIGHTMARE 1S ACTING AS KILLER'S INNER VOICE, HE CAN AMPLIFY THE REASONING

[T CAN BECOME A THOUGHT SANS USES TO DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM THE REALLTY OF WHAT HE IS DOING.

EXPERTENCES THE EMOTIONAL CONSEQUENCES
RELLES ON THE PROMISE OF A RESET

RATHER THAN RESOLVING HIS DISTRESS, ACTING IN WAYS THAT MAY GENERATE EVEN
MORE DISSOCTATION .



CHARA'S TNSISTENCE THAT THE EVENTS DO NOT MATTER BECAUSE THEY CAN RESET DIRECTLY RETNFORCES THE
MINDSET THAT NIGHTMARE HAS BEEN CULTIVATING.

PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE SANS CAN CONTINUE COMMITTING THOSE ACTS WHILE
BECOMING INCREASINGLY DETACHED FROM THEIR STGNIFICANCE.

1. THE KILLINGS BECOME EASTER TO JUSTLFY.

J. THE EMOTIONAL CONSEQUENCES BECOME HARDER T0 PROCESS.

THROUGH THE REPEATED RESETS, THE DETERTORATION OF HIS EMOTIONAL STATE, AND THE MANIPULATION OF BOTH SANS AND THE
PLAYER, NIGHTMARE HELPED CREATE THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO THE MODIFICATION OF SANS'S CODE.

PHASE 2 THEN EXPLORES WHAT HAPPEN'S AFTER THAT BOUNDARY HAS BEEN CROSSED.

1. BELTEVING THAT DOING SO WILL ALLOW HIM TO EXPERTENCE
SOMETHING NEW.



WHILE HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH PAPYRUS EXPOSES THE UNRESOLVED ATTACKMENT AND EMOTIONAL PAIN
BENEATH THAT RESENTMENT.

3. WHEN SANS FINALLY KILLS PAPYRUS, HIS BREAKDOWN REVEALS THAT, DESPITE RIS
WILLINGNESS T0 COMMIT THE ACT,

3 HE STRUGGLES BETWEEN RETECTING WHAT HE HAS DONE AND CONVINCING HIMSELF THAT IT TS WHAT HE WANTS.

5. NIGHTMARE'S INFLUENCE, ACTING THROUGH SANS'S INNER VOICE,

ENCOURAGING SANS TO DISTANCE HIMSELF

EACH OF THE LAYERS BEHIND PHASE L AND 2 MAKES HIS JUSTIFICATION EASTER TO BELIEVE AND CONTINUE DOING,
NEGATIVE THOUGHTS

AND THAT LEADS DIRECTLY INTO PHASE 3.

Phase 3: The Souls Change




THIS 15 WHERE PHASE 3 OF NIGHTMARE'S MANIPULATION (OMES INTO PLAY.




NTGHTMARE HAS SPENT THE PREVIOUS PHASES EXPLOTTING SANS'S ACCUMULATED PAIN, HIS NEGATIVE THOUGHTS,
AND ENCOURAGING HIM TO VIEW THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM AS INCAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING WHAT HE HAS ENDURED.

NOW, HOWEVER, THE CONSEQUENCES OF THAT MANTPULATION BECOME MUCH MORE APPARENT.

something new

SANS HAS DISSOCIATED TO THE POINT WHERE HE IS CAPABLE OF KILLING EVERYONE IN THE UNDERGROUND, EVEN BEFORE CHARA HAS
PERSONALLY REACHED THE POINT.



THIS 15 AN TMPORTANT DISTINCTION BECAUSE IT DEMONSTRATES THAT

PREVIOUSLY, THAT ALLOWED HIM TO CROSS THE BOUNDARY HE HAD SPENT S0 LONG

REFUSING T0 CROSS.

NOW, SANS 15 CAPABLE OF CONTINUING THE GENOCIDE INDEPENDENTLY, ACTING BEFORE CHARA HAS EVEN REACHED THE POINT
WHERE THEY WOULD ORDINARILY ENCOUNTER THESE CHARACTERS.

IN OTHER WORDS, HE IS NO LONGER SIMPLY FOLLOWING CHARA'S LEAD.

THIS REFLECTS HOW FAR NIGHTMARE'S MANTPULATION HAS PROGRESSED.

BY REPEATEDLY REINFORCING SANS'S NEGATIVE THOUGHTS AND ENCOURAGING HIM TO DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM THE EMOTIONAL
CONSEQUENCES OF HIS ACTIONS,

THE PERSON WHO ONCE REFUSED TO KILL HIS FRIENDS HAS NOW BECOME SOMEONE CAPABLE OF KILLING THEM WITHOUT WATTING
FOR CHARATO DO 5O FIRST.

AND YET, THIS DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN THAT SANS HAS STOPPED FEELING ANYTHING ALTOGETHER.

IN FACT, THE DIALOGUE REVEALS

ONE OF THE CLEAREST INDICATIONS OF THIS CHANGE IS SANS'S BEHAVIOR DURING THE GENOCIDE ROUTE ITSELF .



DESPITE THE THINGS HE HAS DONE AND THE EMOTIONAL TURMOLL HE CONTINUES TO EXPERIENCE,

THAT
DOES NOT IMMEDIATELY REVEAL THE EXTENT OF HIS INTERNAL DETERIORATION .




NOW, HOWEVER, HE T NOT ONLY WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE KILLINGS BUT 15 ALSO WILLING T0 FACTLITATE THEM

HE CAN PERFORM AN ACT THAT DIRECTLY ENABLES FURTHER VIOLENCE WHILE MAINTAINING THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE OF
SOMEONE WHO IS STILL BEHAVING NORMALLY.

DOES NOT ACCURATELY REFLECT HIS INTERNAL STATE.

ALTHOUGH SANS CONTENUES T0 SMILE AND ACT LTKE HIMSELF, HIS INTERNAL DIALOGUE REVEALS THAT HE 1S DISGUSTED WITH HIS
OWN BEHAVIOR.

HE RECOGNIZES THAT SOMETHING ABOUT WHAT HE IS DOING IS WRONG, AND HE IS DISTURBED BY THE FACT THAT HE CONTINUES T0
DO IT DESPITE THAT AWARENESS.



HIS AWARENESS HAS NOT DISAPPEARED.

INSTEAD, THERE IS AN INCREASING SEPARATION BETWEEN THAT AWARENESS AND HIS BEHAVIOR.

HE CAN ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE FEELS DISGUSTED WITH HIMSELF WHILE CONTINUING TO KILL, AS THOUGH THE PART OF HIM THAT
RECOGNTZES THE WRONGDOING IS NO LONGER CAPABLE OF EXERTING THE SAME INFLUENCE OVER HIS ACTIONS.

THE SMILE, THEREFORE, 15 NOT EVIDENCE THAT HE 15 GENUINELY ENJOYING EVERYTHING HE DOES.

[T HIGHLIGHTS THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE PERSON HE PRESENTS TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD AND THE TURMOIL HE IS EXPERTENCING
INTERNALLY.

BUT THE REASONING BEHIND HIS ACTIONS HAS CHANGED.

HE CONTINUES SMILING, BUT THAT SMILE EXISTS ALONGSIDE FEELINGS OF DISGUST AND EMOTIONAL CONFLICT.

hhhhhhhh

ANOTHER PARTICULARLY TMPORTANT DETATL IS SANS'S OWN REASONING REGARDING THE RESETS.



® {{E RECOGNIZES THAT THE PEOPLE HE KILLS WILL NOT REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THE TIMELINE RESETS.

FROM A PURELY PRACTICAL PERSPECTIVE, THIS SHOULD PROVIDE HIM WITH AN EXCUSE TO DISREGARD THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS
ACTIONS.

IFTHE EVENTS ARE ERASED AND NOBODY RETAINS THE MEMORIES, THEN HE COULD CONVINCE HIMSELF THAT THERE IS NO REASON
10 FEEL GUILTY ABOUT WHAT HE HAS DONE.

HOWEVER, HE STLLL FEELS DISGUSTED WITH HIMSELF.
AND THAT IS THE PROBLEM.

IF SANS GENUINELY BELTEVED THAT THE RESETS MADE HIS ACTIONS MEANINGLESS, THEN THE FACT THAT NOBODY WOULD REMEMBER
SHOULD THEORETICALLY MAKE IT EASIER FOR HIM TO CONTINUE WITHOUT BEING TROUBLED BY THE CONSEQUENCES.

YET HIS INTERNAL DIALOGUE DEMONSTRATES THAT THE PROMISE OF A RESET HAS NOT ELIMINATED HIS EMOTIONAL RESPONSE T0 HIS
ACTIONS AT ALL.

HE KNOWS THAT THE TIMELINE CAN BE RESET.
50 WHY DOES HE STILL FEEL THIS WAY?
THIS QUESTION HE ASKS HIMSELF REVEALS THE FUNDAMENTAL CONTRADICTEON AT THE CENTER OF HIS PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE.

HE REMAINS THE ONE WHO REMEMBERS WHAT RAPPENED, INCLUDING THE FACT THAT HE WAS THE ONE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
KILLINGS.

EVEN IF THE PEOPLE HE KILLS RETURN WITHOUT REMEMBERING THEIR DEATHS, THE SAME THING CAN'T BE SALD FOR HIM.

THE MEMORTES REMAIN WITH HIM.



AND THE AWARENESS THAT HE HAS KILLED PEOPLE HE ONCE CARED ABOUT REMAINS WITH HIM.

WHEN CONFRONTED
WITH HIS ACTUAL EMOTIONAL RESPONSE.

HE HAS BEEN TOLD THAT NOBODY WILL REMEMBER, YET HE STILL FEELS THE WEIGHT OF WHAT HE HAS DONE.

HE HAS BEEN ENCOURAGED TO BELTEVE THAT THE EVENTS DO NOT MATTER, YET HE REMALNS DISTURBED BY HIS OWN ACTIONS.

HE HAS TRIED TO DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM THE KILLINGS, YET HE CANNOT ENTIRELY ESCAPE THE KNOWLEDGE THAT HE COMMITTED
THEM.

NTGHTMARE ACTIVELY EXPLOTTS THIS CONTRADICTION WHILE NOT ALLOWING SANS TO RESOLVE IT.
BY ACTING AS SANS'S INNER VOICE, REINFORCE THE IDEA
CREATING THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS THAT ARTSE WHEN SANS REALLZES HE TS STILL

AFFECTED BY THEM.

INSTEAD OF ALLOWING HIM TO CONFRONT AND PROCESS HIS FEELTNGS, NIGHTMARE'S INFLUENCE CONTRIBUTES T0 AN

THE RESULT TS THAT SANS BECOMES CAUGHT BETWEEN TWO CONFLICTING IDEAS.



HE BECOMES INCREASINGLY DETACHED FROM IT.



HE CAN SMILE, ACT NORMALLY, AND CONTINUE PARTICIPATING IN THE GENOCIDE EVEN WHILE HIS INTERNAL DIALOGUE REVEALS
DISGUST AND CONFUSION.

THE DISCONNECT BETWEEN HIS PRESENTATION AND HIS FEELINGS DISSOCIATION
HAS PROGRESSED.

NIGHTMARE DOES NOT NEED TO CONVINCE SANS THAT HE HAS NO EMOTIONS WHATSOEVER

INTO A'STATE WHERE THOSE EMOTIONS

THIS BECOMES EVEN MORE SIGNIFICANT WHEN CONSIDERING SANS'S REACTION T0 CHARA WEARING PAPYRUS'S SCARF .

DESPITE THE FACT THAT PAPYRUS HAS BEEN KILLED, SANS DOES NOT APPEAR TO REACT IN THE WAY ONE MIGHT EXPECT.

HE CONTINUES BEHAVING LIKE HIS USUAL SELF, WITHOUT EXPRESSING ANY OBVIOUS OUTWARD RESPONSE TO CHARA WEARING
SOMETHING SO CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH HIS BROTHER.

[T 15 ESPECTALLY NOTABLE BECAUSE PAPYRUS 1S NOT SOMEONE SANS HAS ONLY RECENTLY LOST.

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME CHARA HAS KILLED HIM, MEANING THAT SANS HAS ALREADY EXPERIENCED THIS KIND OF LOSS ACROSS
PREVIOUS ROUTES AND RESETS.



i needed you papyrus but..."you do not Remember and in the end

i get hurt for you hahaha" why dont you remember "why dont you
rememer" why "why" why "why" Apparently "I" do "not" need "you"
i'm sorry papyrus "no i'm not"
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AS ESTABLISHED IN PHASE 2, SANS'S BREAKDOWN REVEALS RESENTMENT AND JEALOUSY TOWARD PAPYRUS, BUT [T ALSO EXPOSES HOW
MUCH SANS NEEDED HIS BROTHER AND HOW DEEPLY HE WAS AFFECTED BY THE FACT THAT PAPYRUS COULD NEVER REMEMBER THE
EXPERTENCES THEY HAD SUPPOSEDLY SHARED.

GIVEN THAT EMOTIONAL HISTORY, ONE MIGHT EXPECT THE STGHT OF CHARA WEARING PAPYRUS'S SCARF TO PROVOKE SOME KIND OF
VISIBLE RESPONSE.

YET SANS CONTINUES SMILING AND BEHAVING AS THOUGH NOTHING PARTICULARLY STGNIFICANT HAS HAPPENED.

THE ABSENCE OF AN OBVIOUS REACTION DOES NOT MEAN THAT PAPYRUS HAS BECOME COMPLETELY MEANINGLESS T0 HIM.

INSTEAD, IT SHOWS ONCE MORE THAT SANS 15 INCREASINGLY CAPABLE OF SEPARATING HIMSELF FROM THE EMOTIONAL
SIGNTFICANCE OF WHAT HE SEES.



HE MAY STILL CARRY THE EMOTEONAL STGNTFICANCE OF PAPYRUS'S DEATH, BUT HE 15 INCREASINGLY DETACHED FROM THE NEED—OR
THE ABILITY=TO EXPRESS THAT SIGNIFICANCE THROUGH HIS OUTWARD BEHAVIOR.

I want

AT THIS POINT, SANS STATES THAT HE 15 DOING THIS BECAUSE HE WANTS TO FEEL SOMETHING AGAIN .

PERSUADE SANS TO AGREE TO CHARA'S PROPOSAL.

THE POSSIBILITY OF DOING SOMETHING DIFFERENT OFFERED AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE ENDLESS REPETITION
THAT HAD WORN DOWN HIS EMOTIONAL STATE.

HOWEVER, BY THE TIME SANS REACKES ALPHYS, THAT DESIRE APPEARS TO HAVE DEVELOPED INTO SOMETHING MUCH MORE
TROUBLING.



MEANING THAT HIS CONTINUED PARTICIPATION IN THE GENOCIDE HAS BECOME CONNECTED TO HIS INCREASINGLY DAMAGED
RELATIONSHIP WITH KIS OWN EMOTIONS.

HE 5 PURSUING NEW EXPERTENCES BECAUSE HE WANTS TO ESCAPE THE EMPTINESS, REPETITION, AND EMOTIONAL EXHAUSTION THAT
HAVE COME TO DEFINE HIS EXTSTENCE.

THE PROBLEM IS THAT HE IS NOW SEEKTNG THAT EXPERTENCE THROUGH VIOLENCE.

THE SAME DESIRE FOR NOVELTY THAT INTTIALLY HELPED—AND WAS CREATED—BY NIGHTMARE MOVED SANS TOWARD AGREEING WITH
CHALAHAS BECOME PART OF THAT KEEPS HIM MOVING FORWARD.

RATHER THAN CONFRONTING HIS EMOTIONAL EXHAUSTEON DIRECTLY, SANS ATIEMPTS T0 OVERCOME IT BY CONTINUING T0 DO
SOMETHING DESTRUCTIVE.

AS THE ENTITY RESPONSIBLE FOR AMPLIFYING, AND MANTPULATING NEGATIVE THOUGHTS, NIGHTMARE CAN EXPLOIT
SANS'S DESIRE TO FEEL SOMETHING BY RELNFORCING THE TDEA THAT KILLING 15 A WAY 10 ESCAPE RIS CURRENT EMOTIONAL STATE

THE MORE SANS ASSOCIATES VIOLENCE WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF EXPERTENCING SOMETHING NEW, THE MORE HE MAY BECOME
INCLINED TO CONTINUE PURSUING IT, EVEN WHEN THE RESULTING EXPERTENCES LEAVE HIM FEELING DISGUSTED WITH HIMSELF.

THIS CREATES ANOTHER DESTRUCTIVE CYCLE.

1. SANS FEELS EMOTIONALLY EXHAUSTED.

2. HE SEEKS SOMETHING NEW TO ESCAPE THAT EXHAUSTION .

3. HE PARTICIPATES IN THE GENOCIDE.



k. THE KILLINGS FAIL T0 RESOLVE THE UNDERLYING CONFLICT, LEAVING HIM DISTURBED BY HIS OWN BEHAVIOR.
5. HETHEN CONTINUES SEARCHING FOR ANOTHER EXPERTENCE THAT MIGHT MAKE HIM FEEL SOMETHING DIFFERENT.

NTGHTMARE CANEXPLOTTTHIS CYCLE BY REINFORCING THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS THAT SUSTAIN IT, PUSHING SANS TOWARD FURTHER
ACTS OF VIOLENCE RATHER THAN ALLOWING HIM TO CONFRONT THE REASONS BEHIND HIS EMOTIONAL EXHAUSTION .

SANS'S EMOTIONS HAVE DETERTORATED TO THE POINT WHERE HE NO LONGER KNOWS HOW TO ESCAPE HIS INTERNAL STATE EXCEPT

THE VIOLENCE BECOMES A MEANS OF PURSUING AN EMOTIONAL RESPONSE, EVEN AS THE CONSEQUENCES OF THAT VIOLENCE
CREATE FURTHER PSYCHOLOGICAL CONFLICT WITHIN IS HEAD.

AS ALPHYS BEGS SANS TO STOP, HE ACTIVELY ATIEMPTS NOT T0 LISTEN

THIS 15 PARTICULARLY STGNIFICANT BECAUSE 1T DEMONSTRATES THAT SANS 15 NOT SIMPLY ACTING WITHOUT ANY AWARENESS OF THE
PEOPLE HE IS HURTING.

HE T CONFRONTED WITH ALPHYS'S PLEAS, YET HE ATTEMPTS TO SHUT THEM OUT RATHER THAN ALLOWING HER WORDS T0 INFLUENCE
HIS DECESION.

THERE ARE SEVERAL LAYERS TO THIS ATIEMPT TO SKUT EVERYTHING OUT.



1. SANS IS ATIEMPTING T0 AVOID LISTENING TO ALPHYS BECAUSE HER PLEAS WOULD FORCE HIM TO CONFRONT THE REALLTY
OF WHATHE TS DOING. IF HE ALLOWS HIMSELF TO PAY ATTENTION TO HER FEAR AND DESPERATION, HE MAY BE FORCED T0
RECOGNIZE HER AS A PERSON

.
BY REFUSING TO LISTEN, HE CAN CONTINUE FOCUSING ON THE IMMEDIATE
OBJECTIVE RATHER THAN CONFRONTING THE WIDER IMPLICATIONS OF HIS ACTIONS.
3. NTGHTMARE IS REINFORCING THIS REFUSAL TO LISTEN BY AMPLIFYING THE THOUGHTS

THAT ENCOURAGE SANS T0 CONTINUE.

[F SANS ALLOWS ALPHYS'S PLEAS TO REACH HIM EMOTIONALLY, THEY COULD INTENSIFY THE VERY CONFLICT HE HAS BEEN
ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE.

HER DESPERATION COULD REMIND HIM THAT THE PEOPLE HE KILLS ARE REAL INDIVIDUALS WHOSE FEAR AND SUFFERING MATTER,
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THEY WILL REMEMBER THE EVENTS AFTER A RESET.

THAT WOULD DIRECTLY CHALLENGE THE REASONING HE HAS BEEN USING TO JUSTIFY THE GENOCIDE.

HE TRIES TO NOT LET IN EVERYTHING THAT IS HAPPENING AROUND HIM.



REINFORCING THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS THAT ALLOW SANS T0
PRIORITIZE HIS DESIRE TO FEEL SOMETHING OVER THE EMOTIONAL REALITY OF THE PERSON STANDING BEFORE HIM.

BECAUSE MUCH LTKE HIS SELF-DISGUST IN HIS ACTIONS, THE VERY FACT THAT HE HAS TO ACTIVELY ATTEMPT NOT T0 LISTEN—AND IS
MAKING AN EFFORT TO AVOID ENGAGING WITH SOMETHING THAT MIGHT INTERFERE WITH HIS CURRENT COURSE OF ACTION.

WHILE AVOIDING THE THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS THAT MIGHT FORCE HIM T0
RECONSIDER WHAT HE TS DOING.

AND NIGHTMARE, ACTING AS HIS INNER VOICE,

HOWEVER, THIS 1S WHERE THE ZUA/PART STARTS




Transliteration of the Wingdings text is as follows:

ENTRY NUMBER SEVENTEEN
DARK DARKER YET DARKER

THE DARKNESS KEEPS GROWING
THE SHADOWS CUTTING DEEPER
PHOTON READINGS NEGATIVE
THIS NEXT EXPERIMENT

SEEMS

VERY

VERY

INTERESTING

WHAT DO YOU TWO THINK

THIS 15 TMPORTANT BECAUSE IT CONFIRMS THE EXTSTENCE OF ENTRY NUMBER 17 AND, BY EXTENSION, THE OTHER ENTRIES
ASSOCTATED WITH GASTER ALSO EXIST.

THIS 5 THE SAME GASTER WHO EXISTS IN CANON UNDERTALE.

THAT WOULD MEAN HE WAS ALSO SHATTERED ACROSS SPACE AND TIME, CONNECTING HIS APPEARANCE HERE TO THE ESTABLISHED
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING HIS EXISTENCE.



i3 BEwEs
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he iz not real
he is not real

|[IE I3 NOT REAL 1!

GASTER'S PRESENCE INTO SANS'S DETERTORATING PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE
UNTIL THIS POINT, NIGHTMARE'S MANTPULATION HAS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON SANS'S NEGATIVE THOUGHTS,

ANOTHER WAY TO DESTABILLZE SANS'S PERCEPTION OF
REALLTY.

(INDIRECTLY ANYWAY.)

NIGHTMARE'S MANIPULATION BECOMES PARTICULARLY
IMPORTANT.

AS NIGHTMARE CONTINUES ACTING AS SANS'S INNER VOLCE, HE REPEATEDLY REINFORCES THE CLATM THAT GASTER 15 NOT REAL.



NTGHTMARE CAN EXPLOTT THIS SITUATION BY REPEATEDLY TELLING SANS THAT HE 15 NOT REAL,

HIS MEMORIES EXIST, AND HE MAY STILL EXPERTENCE EMOTIONAL REACTIONS, BUT HE IS BEING ENCOURAGED TO QUESTION
WHETHER THOSE EXPERTENCES BELONG TO SOMEONE WHO CAN MEANINGFULLY BE CONSIDERED REAL IN THE FIRST PLACE.

DEEPEN SANS'S DISSOCTATION .

HE COULD KILL SOMEONE WHILE FEELING DISGUSTED WITH HIMSELF, OR CONTINUE SMILING WHILE INTERNALLY QUESTIONING
WHY HE WAS STILL AFFECTED BY WHAT HE HAD DONE.



THE TDEA THAT SANS HIMSELF DOES NOT TRULY EXIST.

WHEN THAT BELLEF TAKES HOLD, T PROVIDES ANOTHER JUSTLFLCATION FOR DISTANCING HIMSELF FROM THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS
ACTIONS.

THE PERSON COMMITTING THE KILLINGS 15 BEING FRAMED AS SOMETHING UNREAL, MAKING IT EASIER FOR SANS TO SEPARATE
HEMSELF FROM THE IDENTITY OF THE PERSON RESPONSIBLE.

WHILE GASTER'S PRESENCE INTRODUCES THE QUESTION OF WHETHER SANS'S OWN EXISTENCE CAN BE TRUSTED.

THAT HE IS TRAPPED WITHIN A REALITY WHERE HIS
ACTIONS, MEMORIES, AND IDENTITY HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND.

THE PSYCHOLOGLCAL CIRCUMSTANCES NIGHTMARE USES T0
(ONTINUE HIS MANIPULATION.

NTGHTMARE HAS ALREADY HELPED PUSH SANS INTO COMMITTING ACTS HE ONCE REFUSED TO PERFORM.

NOW, BY RETNFORCING THE TDEA THAT SANS 15 NOT REAL, HE CAN ENCOURAGE SANS TO DETACH HIMSELF EVEN FURTHER FROM THE
PERSON HE ONCE BELTEVED HIMSELF TO BE.

w-whu! s happening t-10 me 717




reset

reset




SANS IS NOT YET NECESSARILY AT THE FINAL STATE REPRESENTED BY KILLER'S FAMILIAR SOUL,

THE CHANGES TO HIS SOUL, COMBINED WITH NIGHTMARE'S MANTPULATION AND THE INFLUENCE OF THE PLAYER, CONTRIBUTE T
THE CRCUMSTANCES TN WHICH SANS CAN PERCETVE GASTER.

[T REPRESENTS ANOTHER STAGE TN SANS'S DETERIORATION,, CONNECTING HIS TNCREASTNGLY UNSTABLE PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE T0
THE TRANSFORMATION THAT ULTIMATELY DISTINGUTSHES KILLER FROM THE SANS HE ONCE WAS.

1. SANS'S EMOTIONAL STATE IS DETERIORATING.

1. IS PERCEPTION OF HIS OVIN EXISTENCE IS BEING CHALLENGED.

3. HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS ACTIONS IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY DISCONNECTED.

AND,

WITH THE TRANSFORMATION OF HIS SOUL, IT'S ESTABLISHED THAT SANS



1. SANS'S EMOTLONAL STATE HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY DESTABLLLZED.

2. HEHAS BEEN WORN DOWN BY THE RESETS, PUSHED TOWARD PARTICIPATING IN THE GENOCIDE

AND

3. FORCED TO CONFRONT THE CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN HIS DESIRE TO CONTINUE AND HIS DISGUST WITH WHAT HE IS
DOING.

b, HEHAS TRIED TO ESCAPE HIS EMOTIONAL EXHAUSTION BY PURSUING NEW EXPERTENCES, ONLY TO FIND HIMSELF
(ONTINUING DOWN A PATH THAT PRODUCES FURTHER PSYCHOLOGICAL CONFLICT.

5. HE HAS ATTEMPTED TO JUSTIFY HIS ACTIONS THROUGH THE PROMISE OF A RESET, DESPITE KNOWING THAT HE WILL RETAIN
THE MEMORLES OF WHAT HAPPENED.

b. HEHAS CONTINUED SMILING AND ACTING LTKE HIS USUAL SELF WHILE INTERNALLY STRUGGLING WITH THE SIGNIFLCANCE
OF HIS BEHAVIOR.

AND



1. HEHAS BEEN ENCOURAGED TO QUESTION HIS OWN EXISTENCE THROUGH NIGHTMARE 'S REPEATED ASSERTIONS THAT HE IS
NOT REAL.

i feel tired

VE ed. .

WHICH HAPPENS SOMETHING LIKE THIS

1. THE PLAYER REMATNS INVOLVED IN THE EVENTS,



1. GASTER'S EXISTENCE FURTHER COMPLICATES SANS'S UNDERSTANDING OF REALLTY,

AND

3. NIGHTMARE CONTINUES EXPLOTTING THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS THAT ARISE FROM THE STTUATION .

L. CAPABLE OF CONTINUING TO ENGAGE WITH THESE
EXPERTENCES IN THE SAME WAY.

NOW, THE TRANSFORMATION OF SANS'S SOUL AND THE CLATM THAT HE WILL NO LONGER FEEL ANYTHING PROVIDE ANOTHER LEVEL
OF SEPARATION BETWEEN SANS AND HIS FORMER EMOTIONAL IDENTITY.

TAKEN TOGETHER,



1. HE HAS BECOME CAPABLE OF KILLING EVERYONE IN THE UNDERGROUND BEFORE CHARA HAS EVEN REACHED THE SAME
POINT.

2. HE GIVES CHARA THE KNIFE THEY USE, CONTINUES SMILING DESPITE FEELING DISGUSTED WITH HIMSELF, AND SHOUIS
LLTTLE OUTWARD REACTION WHEN CHARA WEARS PAPYRUS'S SCARF .

3. SANS HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY DETACHED FROM THE EMOTLONAL SIGNIFLCANCE OF HIS ACTIONS.

k. WHEN HE APPROACHES ALPHYS, HE ADMITS THAT HE WANTS T0 FEEL SOMETHING AGAIN,

5. AS ALPHYS BEGS HIM TO STOP, HE TRIES NOT TO LISTEN, FURTHER TLLUSTRATING THE DISTANCE HE IS ATTEMPTING T0

ESTABLISH BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE GENOCIDE.

THEN GASTER'S EXISTENCE INTRODUCES ANOTHER LAYER OF MANIPULATION .

1. NIGHTMARE EXPLOLTS GASTER'S PRESENCE BY REPEATEDLY RELNFORCING THE LDEA THAT GASTER IS NOT REAL,
ENCOURAGING HIM TO QUESTION HIS OWN EXISTENCE AND FURTHER DETACH HIMSELF FROM HIS IDENTITY.

ATTHE SAME TIME, SANS'S SOUL UNDERGOES A TRANSFORMATION .

AND THIS 1S WHERE PHASE & SHOWS THE RESULTS OF ALL THE PHASES BEFOREHAND.



Phase 4: The 4 Stages of Dicsociation







NOW THAT THE FIRST THREE PHASES OF NIGHTMARE'S MANIPULATION HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED, WE CAN EXAMINE THE DIFFERENT
STAGES OF DISSOCIATION KILLER EXPERTENCES AND IDENTIFY WHICH PARTS OF NIGHTMARE'S PLAN CONTRIBUTED TO THE CREATION
OF EACH STAGE.

THE TMPORTANT THING TO UNDERSTAND 15 THAT KILLER'S DISSOCTATION 15 NOT A SINGLE, UNCHANGING CONDITION .

RATHER, IT DEVELOPS THROUGH MULTIPLE STAGES, WITH EACH SOUL STATE REPRESENTING A DIFFERENT POINT IN THE DETERIORATION
OF HIS EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITION.

THROUGHOUT THE PREVIOUS PHASES, NIGHTMARE GRADUALLY MANTPULATED KILLER BY EXPLOTTING HIS EXPERTENCES WITH THE

RESETS, HIS GROWING RESENTMENT TOWARD THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM, HIS DESIRE TO EXPERIENCE SOMETHING NEW, AND RIS
INCREASING INABILITY TO RECONCILE HIS ACTIONS WITH HIS EMOTIONS.

AS KILLER CONTINUED THROUGH THE GENOCIDE ROUTES, THESE CLRCUMSTANCES BECAME INCREASINGLY DESTRUCTIVE.






THE MEMORTES OF THE PEOPLE HE KILLED, THE VIOLENCE HE PARTICTPATED IN, AND THE PERSON HE BECAME ARE NO LONGER
THINGS HE CAN SIMPLY DISTANCE RIMSELF FROM IN THE SAME WAY.

INSTEAD, THOSE EXPERTENCES BECOME A SOURCE OF GUILT.

THE EMOTIONS THAT BEGIN RETURNING TO HIM MAKE HIM MORE AWARE OF THE STGNIFICANCE OF HIS ACTIONS, FORCING HIM TO
CONFRONT THE CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THE PERSON HE ONCE WAS AND THE PERSON HE HAS BECOME.

HOWEVER, THERE 15 AN IMPORTANT COMPLICATION WITH THAT LITTLE DETALL.
EVEN THOUGH KILLER BEGINS REGATNING HIS EMOTIONS, HE NO LONGER CONSIDERS HIMSELF SANS.

HIS PERSONALLTY HAS CHANGED SIGNIFICANTLY, AND HIS PAST ACTIONS HAVE CREATED A SEPARATION BETWEEN HIS CURRENT
IDENTITY AND THE PERSON HE REMEMBERS BEING.

HE HAS PARTICTPATED IN COUNTLESS GENOCIDE ROUTES WITH CHARA, REPEATEDLY KILLED PEOPLE HE ONCE KNEW, AND EXPERIENCED
ATRANSFORMATION THAT HAS FUNDAMENTALLY ALTERED HOW HE PERCEIVES HIMSELF.

CONSEQUENTLY, HE DOES NOT SIMPLY RETURN TO BEING THE SANS HE ONCE WAS.
THE MEMORIES OF HIS PREVIOUS IDENTITY MAY REMAIN, BUT HE NO LONGER FULLY IDENTIFIES WITH THAT PERSON .

HIS ACTIONS HAVE CREATED A PSYCHOLOGICAL DISTANCE BETWEEN HIS FORMER SELF AND THE INDIVIDUAL HE NOW RECOGNIZES AS
KILLER.

THIS 15 IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT MEANS THAT THE RETURN OF HIS EMOTIONS DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY RESTORE IS FORMER
IDENTITY.

HE CAN BEGIN FEELING GUILT WITHOUT ACCEPTING THAT HE IS STILL SANS.

HE CAN RECOGNIZE THE WRONGFULNESS OF HIS ACTIONS WITHOUT KNOWING HOW T0 RECONCILE THOSE ACTIONS WITH THE PERSON
HE USED TO BE.



AND HE CAN REGAIN SOME OF HIS EMOTIONAL AWARENESS WHILE REMAINING DISCONNECTED FROM THE IDENTITY THAT ONCE
GAVE THOSE EMOTIONS MEANING.

THIS CREATES A CONTRADICTION AT THE CENTER OF THE FIRST SOUL STATE: KILLER 1S BEGINNING T0 FEEL AGATN, BUT HE CANNOT
COMFORTABLY RECONCILE THOSE FEELINGS WITH HIS CURRENT SENSE OF SELF.
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You will see new things feel new things
And you will have FUN sans :) | promise you that

AS TEXPLAINED IN PHASE 1, NIGHTMARE MANTPULATED THE CTRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING SANS UNTLL HE BECAME WILLING T0
EXPERIENCE SOMETHING NEW.

AFTER REPEATEDLY REFUSING CHARA'S PROPOSAL, SANS WAS GRADUALLY PUSHED TOWARD A POTNT WHERE THE PROMISE OF NOVELTY
BECAME MORE APPEALING THAN CONTINUING TO ENDURE THE SAME (YCLE OF RESETS.



AT THE SAME TIME, NIGHTMARE MANTPULATED THE PLAYER TT0 REMOVING THE RESTRICTIONS THAT PREVENTED SANS FROM
AGREEING TO CHARA TN THE FIRST PLACE.

THE PLAYER REMOVING THOSE RESTRICTIONS ALLOWED KILLER TO CROSS A BOUNDARY HE HAD PREVIOUSLY MAINTAINED.

NIGHTMARE'S MANTPULATION OF KILLER'S THOUGHTS HELPED MAKE THAT CHANGE POSSIBLE, WHILE THE SUBSEQUENT GENOCIDE
ROUTES PROVIDED THE EXPERIENCES THAT WOULD GRADUALLY RESHAPE HIS PERSONALLTY.

EVERY ADDITIONAL ROUTE GAVE SANS MORE EXPERTENCES TO REMEMBER, MORE ACTIONS TO ASSOCTATE WITH HIMSELF, AND MORE
REASONS TO QUESTION WHETHER HE COULD STILL CONSIDER HIMSELF THE SAME PERSON HE HAD BEEN BEFORE.

EVENTUALLY, THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SANS WHO INTTIALLY REFUSED CHARA AND THE KILLER WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE
GENOCIDE BECAME INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO IGNORE.

THUS, THE FIRST SOUL STATE 1S THE RESULT OF A PROCESS THAT BEGAN LONG BEFORE KILLER'S EMOTIONS STARTED RETURNING.

NTGHTMARE HELPED CREATE THE CLRCUMSTANCES THAT SEPARATED SANS FROM HIS FORMER IDENTITY

THEGENOCIDE ROUTES THEN RECNFORCED THAT SEPARATION THROUGH HIS ACTIONS, WHILE THE RETURN OF HIS EMOTIONS BROUGHT
THE GUILT ASSOCIATED WITH THOSE ACTIONS BACK TO THE FOREFRONT.

THE GUILT, IN TURN, CREATES ANOTHER PROBLEM.



RATHER THAN ALLOWING KILLER TO RECONNECT COMFORTABLY WITH HIS EMOTIONS, THE GUILT FORCES HIM TO CONFRONT
MEMORTES AND EXPERTENCES THAT CONFLICT WITH HIS CURRENT IDENTITY.

BECAUSE HE NO LONGER CONSIDERS HIMSELF SANS, THE EMOTLONS ASSOCIATED WITH HIS PAST BECOME INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO
RECONCILE WITH THE PERSON HE BELLEVES HIMSELF TO BE.

THE RETURN OF HIS FEELINGS DOES NOT NECESSARILY BRING HIM CLOSER TO A STABLE SENSE OF SELF.

THE FIRST SOUL STATE IS THEREFORE THE STAGE IN WHICH KILLER BEGINS FEELING AGAIN, BUT THE GUILT ATTACHED TO THOSE
FEELINGS PUSHES HIM FURTHER AWAY FROM THE IDENTITY HE ONCE POSSESSED.

THIS 15 THE FIRST LEVEL OF DISSOCIATION ESTABLISHED BY NIGHTMARE'S PLAN:

AND THAT CONFLICT LEADS DIRECTLY INTO THE SECOND SOUL STATE.






UNLIKE THE FIRST STATE, WHERE THE RETURN OF HIS EMOTIONS OVERWHELMS HIM WITH GUILT, THIS STAGE 1S CHARACTERTZED BY A
DIMINISHED EMOTIONAL RESPONSE.

HE BECOMES MORE WILLING T0 HURT ANYONE WHO APPROACHES HIM, DISPLAYING LESS HESITATION TOWARD VIOLENCE AND
BECOMING INCREASINGLY DANGEROUS TO THOSE AROUND HIM.

THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THESE TWO STATES IS SIGNIFICANT.
[N THE FIRST STATE, KILLER IS CONFRONTED WITH THE EMOTIONAL CONSEQUENCES OF HIS ACTIONS.

HIS GUILT DEMONSTRATES THAT HE CAN STILL RECOGNIZE THE STGNIFICANCE OF WHAT HE HAS DONE, EVEN THOUGH HE NO LONGER
IDENTIFIES WITH SANS.

IN THE SECOND STATE, HOWEVER, THOSE EMOTIONAL RESPONSES HAVE FADED CONSIDERABLY.
HE TS NO LONGER EXPERTENCING THE SAME DEGREE OF EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT WITH THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS ACTIONS.

THE GUILT AND INTERNAL CONFLLCT THAT DEFINE THE FIRST STATE ARE NO LONGER AS PROMINENT, ALLOWING HIM TO APPROACH
VIOLENCE WITH GREATER WILLINGNESS.

AGAIN, THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT EVERY SINGLE EMOTION HAS COMPLETELY DISAPPEARED.

RATHER, HIS EMOTIONAL RESPONSES HAVE BECOME SUFFICTENTLY DIMINISHED THAT THEY NO LONGER INFLUENCE HIS BERAVIOR TO
THE SAME EXTENT.

AS A RESULT, HURTING SOMEONE BECOMES EASIER.

HE BECOMES MORE WILLING TO ATTACK THOSE WHO APPROACH HIM, AND THE EMOTIONAL BARRLERS THAT MIGHT ONCE HAVE CAUSED
HIM T0 HESTTATE ARE WEAKENED.



AS DISCUSSED PREVIOUSLY, KILLER'S BEHAVIOR CHANGES STGNIFICANTLY AFTER HE AGREES TO CHARA'S PROPOSAL.

HE BEGINS KILLING INDEPENDENTLY, GIVES CHARA THE KNIFE THEY USE, AND CONTINUES BEHAVING LTKE HIS USUAL SELF DESPITE
THE VIOLENCE HE IS PARTICIPATING IN.

HE SMILES AND MAINTAINS HIS FAMILIAR DEMEANOR EVEN WHILE HIS INTERNAL DIALOGUE REVEALS THAT HE FEELS DISGUSTED
WITH HIMSELF.

THESE TWO THINGS DEMONSTRATE THE GROWING SEPARATION BETWEEN HIS OUTWARD BERAVIOR AND HIS INTERNAL EMOTIONAL
STATE.

THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT 15 THAT KLLLER HAS BECOME CAPABLE OF CONTINUING HIS ACTIONS EVEN WHEN THOSE ACTIONS
CONFLICT WITH HIS FEELINGS.

HE CAN RECOGNIZE THAT WHAT HE 15 DOING IS DISTURBING, YET CONTINUE DOING IT.
HE CAN FEEL DISGUSTED WITH HIMSELF, YET STILL PARTICIPATE IN THE GENOCIDE.

AND HE CAN MAINTAIN THE APPEARANCE OF HIS USUAL SELF WHILE BECOMING INCREASINGLY DETACHED FROM THE EMOTIONAL
CONSEQUENCES OF HIS BERAVIOR.

HOWEVER, THERE 15 A NOTABLE EXCEPTION : PAPYRUS.

WHEN KILLER KILLS PAPYRUS, HIS BREAKDOWN EXPOSES THE DEPTH OF THE RESENTMENT, JEALOUSY, AND EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT
HE STILL CARRIES TOWARD HIS BROTHER.

HIS REACTION DEMONSTRATES THAT THE EMOTIONAL CONSEQUENCES OF KILLING SOMEONE HE ONCE NEEDED REMAIN
SIGNIFICANT, EVEN AFTER HE HAS BEGUN PARTICIPATING IN THE GENOCIDE.



THIS TS TMPORTANT BECAUSE IT SHOWS THE PROGRESSION TOWARD THE SECOND SOUL STATE RATHER THAN SUGGESTING THAT KILLER
IMMEDIATELY BECOMES COMPLETELY EMOTIONLESS.

AT THIS POINT, HE CAN ALREADY KILL WITHOUT DISPLAYING AN 0BVIOUS EMOTIONAL RESPONSE IN MANY CIRCUMSTANCES,

NIGHTMARE EXPLOLTS THAT INSTABLLLTY BY REPEATEDLY REINFORCING THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS THAT ENCOURAGE KILLER T0

(ONTINUE KILLING WHILE PUSHING HIM TO DISTANCE RIMSELF FROM THE EMOTIONAL STGNIFICANCE OF HIS ACTIONS.

CHARA'S REMINDERS THAT THE TIMELINE CAN SIMPLY BE RESET PROVIDE ANOTHER JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINUING.

[F NOBODY REMEMBERS WHAT HAPPENED, SANS CAN ATTEMPT T0 CONVINCE HIMSELF THAT THE KILLINGS DO NOT MATTER, EVEN
THOUGH HE CONTINUES REMEMBERING THEM HIMSELF.

THIS CREATES THE CONDITIONS FOR HIS EMOTIONAL RESPONSES T BECOME INCREASINGLY MUTED.

THE MORE HE PARTICLPATES TN THE GENOCIDE WHILE ATTEMPTING TO SUPPRESS OR AVOID THE RESULTING FEELINGS, THE MORE
DISCONNECTED HE BECOMES FROM THE EMOTIONAL CONSEQUENCES OF HIS BEHAVIOR.

THE SECOND SOUL STATE 1S THE POINT WHERE THE EMOTIONAL NUMBNESS ESTABLISHED DURING THE EARLIER GENOCIDE ROUTES
BECOMES MORE PRONOUNCED.

KILLER 15 NOT YET NECESSARILY COMPLETELY DEVOID OF EMOTION, BUT HE HAS BECOME MORE WILLING TO HURT OTHERS BECAUSE
HIS EMOTIONAL RESPONSES NO LONGER RESTRAIN HIS BEHAVIOR AS STRONGLY AS THEY ONCE DID.

PHASE 2 ESTABLISHED THE BEHAVIORAL PATTERN THAT LEADS INTO THIS STATE: KILLER LEARNS T0 CONTINUE ACTING VIOLENTLY
DESPITE THE EMOTIONAL CONSEQUENCES, GRADUALLY BECOMING MORE DETACHED FROM THE SIGNIFICANCE OF WHAT HE DOES.






THIS REPRESENTS A MUCH MORE EXTREME STATE THAN THE EMOTIONAL NUMBNESS OF THE SECOND SOUL STATE.

[N THE SECOND STATE, KILLER'S EMOTIONS HAVE FADED CONSIDERABLY, MAKING HIM MORE WILLING T0 HURT OTHERS

HOWEVER, THAT STAGE STILL REPRESENTS A PROGRESSTON TOWARD EMOTIONAL DETACHMENT RATHER THAN THE COMPLETE ABSENCE
OF EMOTION.

IN THE THIRD STATE, THAT PROGRESSION REACHES ITS MOST EXTREME POINT.

KILLER NO LONGER EXPERTENCES THE SAME EMOTIONAL RESISTANCE THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE INTERFERE WITH HIS WILLINGNESS T0
KILL.

HIS BEHAVIOR 15 NO LONGER CHARACTERTZED BY THE CONFLICT BETWEEN WANTING TO ACT AND FEELING DISTURBED BY THE
(ONSEQUENCES.

INSTEAD, HE BECOMES FULLY CAPABLE OF ATTACKING WHATEVER STANDS IN HIS WAY.

UNLIKE THE EARLIER STATES, THIS STAGE IS THE RESULT OF THE COMBINED EFFECTS OF NIGHTMARE'S MANIPULATION THROUGHOUT
THE PRECEDING PRASES.

NTGHTMARE HAS SPENTTHE ENTIRE PROCESS EXPLOTTING KILLER'S PSYCHOLOGLCAL VULNERABLLLTLES, ENCOURAGING HIM TO PURSUE
NEW EXPERIENCES, REINFORCING HIS NEGATIVE THOUGHTS, AND GRADUALLY SEPARATING HIS ACTIONS FROM HIS EMOTIONAL
RESPONSES.

THE REPEATED GENOCIDE ROUTES HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO HIS DETERIORATION, WHILE HIS ATTEMPTS TO JUSTIFY HIS ACTIONS THROUGH
THE PROMISE OF A RESET HAVE FURTHER ENCOURAGED HIM TO DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM THEIR CONSEQUENCES.

NIGHTMARE'S INFLUENCE OVER KILLER'S INNER VOICE HAS ALSO HELPED RETNFORCE THE NEGATIVE THOUGHTS THAT SUSTALN THS
PROCESS AS WELL.

THEN, DURING PHASE 3, KILLER 1S PUSHED EVEN FURTHER THROUGH HIS ENCOUNTERS WITH ALPHYS, HIS ATTEMPTS T0 TGNORE THE
SUFFERING OF OTHERS, THE APPEARANCE OF GASTER, AND THE REPEATED SUGGESTION THAT HE HIMSELF IS NOT REAL.



EACH OF THESE ELEMENTS CONTRIBUTES TO THE INCREASINGLY SEVERE DISCONNECT BETWEEN KILLER AND HIS FORMER IDENTITY.

HOWEVER, THERE 1S ANOTHER FACTOR THAT MAKES THE THIRD SOUL STATE PARTICULARLY STGNIFICANT: THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
LOVE, KILLING, AND EMOTIONAL DETACHMENT IN UNDERTALE.



LOVE, too, is an
acronym.

It stands for ”

2]

A way of measuring someone’s
capacity to hurt.

The more you kill, the
easier it becomes to
distance yourself.

The more you distance
yourself, the less you
will hurt.

The more easily you
can bring yourself to
hurt others.




THIS PROVIDES AN ADDITIONAL EXPLANATION AND LAYER FOR KILLER'S PROGRESSTON AND DISSOCTATION .

THE MORE KILLER KILLS THROUGHOUT THE GENOCIDE ROUTES, THE MORE HIS BEHAVIOR BECOMES ASSOCIATED WITH VIOLENCE,

THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT LOVE AUTOMATICALLY ERASES EVERY EMOTION OR GUARANTEES THAT SOMEONE WILL BECOME
(OMPLETELY EMOTIONLESS.

RATHER, THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN REPEATED KILLING AND EMOTIONAL DETACKMENT REINFORCES THE PSYCHOLOGICAL
DETERIORATION THAT NIGHTMARE HAS ALREADY BEEN ENCOURAGING.

NTGHTMARE RETNFORCES KILLER'S NEGATIVE THOUGHTS AND ENCOURAGES HIM T0

THE FINAL PLECE OF THIS STAGE IS THE TRANSFORMATION OF KILLER'S SOUL.



AS ESTABLISHED IN PHASE 3,

ALONGSIDE THIS TRANSFORMATION COMES THE STATEMENT THAT HE WILL NO LONGER FEEL ANYTHING, MUCH LIKE CHARA.

THIS DETALL 15 ESPECTALLY TMPORTANT BECAUSE IT CONNECTS THE THIRD SOUL STATE DIRECTLY TO THE OUTCOME OF NIGHTMARE'S
PLAN.

THE EARLLER PHASES ESTABLISHED THE PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITIONS THAT ALLOWED KILLER T0 BECOME INCREASINGLY DETACHED
FROM HIS EMOTIONS.

THE SOUL TRANSFORMATION THEN ACCOMPANTES THE POINT AT WHICH THIS PROCESS REACHES ITS MOST EXTREME RESULT.

KILLER'S COMPLETE EMOTIONAL NUMBNESS 15 THEREFORE NOT ATTRIBUTED T0 A SINGLE EVENT.

ALL OF THESE FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO THE STATE IN WHICH KILLER BECOMES FULLY EMOTIONLESS AND WILLING TO KILL ANYTHING
THAT STANDS TN HIS WAY.



THE EMOTIONAL RESISTANCE THAT CHARACTERIZED

HIS EARLIER STATES.




SECOND, DESPITE THIS APPARENT DETERTORATION,, HE RETAINS THE MURDEROUS INTENTIONS ASSOCTATED WITH THE THIRD SOUL
STATE WHILE ALSO POSSESSING THE SANITY ASSOCIATED WITH THE FIRST SOUL STATE.

THIS COMBINATION MAKES THE FOURTH STATE PARTICULARLY INTERESTING IN GENERAL.

IN THE THIRD SOUL STATE, KILLER 1§ FULLY EMOTIONLESS AND WILLING T0 ATTACK AND KILL ANYTHING THAT GETS IN HIS WAY.

[N THE FIRST SOUL STATE, HOWEVER, KILLER 1S MUCH CLOSER TO HIS CLASSIC SANS COUNTERPART.

HE BEGINS REGAINING HIS EMOTIONS AND EXPERTENCES GUILT OVER HIS PAST ACTIONS, EVEN THOUGH HE NO LONGER CONSIDERS
HIMSELF SANS.

THE FOURTH STATE APPEARS TO COMBINE ASPECTS OF BOTH.

KILLER RETATNS THE MURDEROUS INTENTIONS OF THE THIRD STATE, MEANING THAT HIS WILLINGNESS TO KILL HAS NOT SIMPLY
DISAPPEARED.

AT THE SAME TIME, HE POSSESSES THE SANITY ASSOCTATED WITH THE FIRST STATE, DISTINGUISHING HIM FROM THE FULLY
EMOTIONLESS CONDITION OF THE THIRD.

THIS CREATES A COMPLICATED PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE N WHICH HIS CAPACITY FOR VIOLENCE REMAINS INTACT WHILE ASPECTS OF HIS
EARLIER MENTAL STATE ARE ALSO PRESENT.

HIS HALLUCINATIONS WORSENING ADDS ANOTHER LAYER OF UNCERTAINTY TO THE SITUATION.

ALTHOUGH THE PRECTSE IMPLICATIONS ARE NOT FULLY KNOWN, THIS DETALL SUGGESTS THAT THE FOURTH STATE INVOLVES
ADDITIONAL COMPLICATIONS BEYOND THE EMOTIONAL NUMBNESS AND MURDEROUS INTENTIONS SEEN IN THE PREVIOUS STAGES.

HOWEVER, BECAUSE KILLER REFUSES T0 DISCUSS THIS STATE, ITS EXACT NATURE REMAINS UNCLEAR



ITWOULD THEREFORE BE PREMATURE TO CLAIM THAT THE FOURTH STATE REPRESENTS A COMPLETE RECOVERY.

THE AVATLABLE DETAILS INSTEAD ESTABLISH IT AS A DISTINCT AND POORLY UNDERSTOOD CONDITION THAT COMBINES TRALTS
ASSOCIATED WITH EARLLER STATES.

NIGHTMARE HAS DONE UP T0 THIS POINT.

THE EARLIER STAGES WERE NOT CREATED INDEPENDENTLY OF ONE ANOTHER.

EACH DEVELOPED FROM THE CONDITIONS ESTABLISHED BY THE PRECEDING PHASES OF THE PLAN .

THE FIRST SOUL STATE REFLECTS THE SEPARATION BETWEEN KILLER AND HIS FORMER IDENTITY, ALONGSIDE THE RETURN OF
EMOTIONS AND THE GUILT ASSOCIATED WITH HIS PAST ACTIONS.

THE SECOND SOUL STATE REFLECTS THE GROWING EMOTIONAL NUMBNESS THAT DEVELOPED AS KILLER CONTINUED PARTICIPATING
IN THE GENOCIDE AND BECAME INCREASINGLY WILLING TO HURT OTHERS.

THE THIRD SOUL STATE REPRESENTS THE CULMINATION OF NIGHTMARE'S MANIPULATION, THE REPEATED KILLINGS, AND THE
TRANSFORMATION OF SANS'S SOUL INTO THE FORM ASSOCIATED WITH KILLER.

THE FOURTH STATE EMERGES AFTER ALL OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS HAVE ACCUMULATED.

NIGHTMARE HAS EXPLOLTED SANS'S EMOTIONAL VULNERABLLITIES, ENCOURAGED HIM TO CONTINUE KILLING, PUSHED HIM TOWARD
DISSOCATION, AND CONTRIBUTED TO THE CTRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING HIS SOUL'S TRANSFORMATION .

THE RESULTING PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITION IS THEREFORE FAR MORE COMPLICATED THAN SIMPLE EMOTIONAL NUMBNESS.

KLLLER'S REFUSAL TO DISCUSS THE FOURTH STATE ALSO LEAVES AN TMPORTANT GAP IN OUR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THAT
(OMBINATION MEANS FOR HIM.



WE KNOW THAT HIS HALLUCINATIONS WORSEN .

WE KNOW THAT HE RETAINS THE MURDEROUS INTENTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE THIRD STATE.
AND WE KNOW THAT HE RETAINS THE SANITY ASSOCIATED WITH THE FIRST STATE.

BEYOND THOSE DETALLS, THE EXACT NATURE OF THE FOURTH STATE REMAINS UNKNOWN .

THE FOURTH SOUL STATE IS THEREFORE THE CULMINATION OF THE PREVIOUS STAGES, BUT IT IS ALSO THE LEAST UNDERSTOOD PART OF
KILLER'S PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITION.

THIS I WHAT LEADS DIRECTLY INTO THE FINAL STAGE OF THE PLAN .

5070 LEAVE THIS OFF:
1. EACH STAGE REPRESENTS A DIFFERENT OUTCOME OF THE MANIPULATION THAT BEGAN WITH THE L/6TH RESET.
2. NIGHTMARE INTTIALLY EXPLOITED SANS'S DESIRE T0 EXPERLENCE SOMETHING NEW

3. MANIPULATED THE PLAYER INTO REMOVING THE RESTRICTIONS THAT PREVENTED SANS FROM AGREEING TO CHARA

k. THEN USED THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE GENOCIDE ROUTES T0 DEEPEN SANS'S DISSOCIATION .

5. ASTHE PROCESS CONTINUED, SANS BECAME INCREASINGLY DETACHED FROM HIS EMOTIONS AND FORMER IDENTITY.



1. AND NIGHTMARE USED THE EXTSTENCE OF THE PLAYER AND GASTER TO PUSH HIM FURTHER TOWARD QUESTIONING HIS OWN
REALTTY.

THE STGNTFICANCE OF THIS IS THAT NIGHTMARE'S MANTPULATION IS NOT LIMITED TO (REATING A SINGLE PSYCHOLOGICAL
CONDITION AND LEAVING KILLER IN THAT STATE.

INSTEAD, THE PROGRESSION THROUGH THE DIFFERENT SOUL STATES LEADS INTO ANOTHER PART OF THE PLAN, CONTINUVING THE (YCLE
THAT BEGAN WITH THE ORIGINAL MANTPULATION OF KILLED.

NIGHTMARE'S PLAN BEGINS BY CREATING THE CONDITIONS THAT ALLOW KILLER TO CROSS THE BOUNDARY HE ONCE REFUSED T0
(ROSS.

[T PROGRESSES THROUGH REPEATED VIOLENCE, EMOTIONAL DETERTORATION, AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF HIS SOUL, ULTIMATELY
PRODUCING THE DIFFERENT STATES ASSOCTATED WITH KILLER .

AND WHEN THE FOURTH STATE 1S REACHED, THE PROCESS DOES NOT END—INSTEAD, IT BEGINS AGAIN.

Phase 5: The Devil comes to Collect







NOW THIS 15 WHERE THE FINAL PART OF NIGHTMARE'S PLAN COMES INTO PLAY.

RATHER THAN PUSHING KTLLER TOWARD ONE PERMANENT STATE OF EMOTIONAL NUMBNESS, NIGHTMARE HAS CREATED A SYSTEM
THAT ALLOWS HIM TO SHIFT BETWEEN STAGES, EACH WITH ITS OWN MENTAL STATE AND PERSONALITY.

1. THEY ARE LINKED TN A REPEATING CYCLE, WITH EACH STAGE EVENTUALLY RESETTING TO THE BEGINNING ONCE IT HAS RUN
115 COURSE.

2. THIS ALLOWS KILLER"S PSYCHOLOGICAL DETERTORATION TO CONTINUE WITHOUT REACHING A PERMANENT CONCLUSION .

3. EVEN WHEN ONE STAGE ENDS, THE CYCLE REMATNS INTACT AND (AN BEGIN AGAIN .

k. THIS GIVES HIM A WAY TO REPEATEDLY ALTER KILLER'S SENSE OF IDENTITY, EMOTIONAL CAPACTTY, AND BEHAVIOR.

NIGHTMARE NO LONGER NEEDS TO PUT KILLER THROUGH THE SAME LENGTHY PROCESS EACH TIME HE WANTS TO MAKE HIM
EMOTIONALLY NUMB.



[N THE SECOND STAGE, KILLER 15 CONSIDERABLY MORE NUMB AND WILLING TO HURT THOSE WHO APPROACH HIM.

BY THE THIRD, HIS NUMBNESS 15 EXTREME, AND HE 15 CAPABLE OF ATTACKING OR KILLING ANYTHING IN HIS WAY.

[N THIS WAY, NIGHTMARE HAS MADE KILLER'S PSYCHOLOGLCAL DETERIORATION REPEATABLE AND CONTROLLABLE.
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