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Sports festival (Y1V5)





Ayanokouji's self-regulation is evident in how he maintains absolute emotional control despite being in an environment filled with tension, deception, and competition. He never reacts impulsively or allows personal emotions to cloud his judgment. Instead of confronting Ryuuen outright about his strategy, he patiently deciphers his motives, recognizing that Ryuuen's refusal to cooperate with Class B is not arbitrary but part of a calculated plan. He doesn't make the mistake of overreacting or interfering prematurely, instead ensuring that his own actions remain measured and calculated. His interaction with Kushida further highlights this restraint. While he has the upper hand over her in terms of knowledge, he does not exploit it aggressively. Instead, he applies just enough pressure to make her feel compelled to answer his question, maintaining a composed and neutral demeanor that forces her into a corner without overt hostility. His ability to regulate his emotions and reactions ensures that he remains in control of any social interaction, never revealing more than necessary.



Social awareness refers to one's ability to understand the emotions, motivations, and behaviors of others, and Ayanokouji demonstrates this in multiple ways. His ability to dissect Ryuuen’s actions and intentions reveals a profound understanding of his opponent’s psyche. While most would assume Ryuuen is simply being difficult or arrogant, Koji recognizes that his behavior indicates a larger scheme in motion. He realizes that Ryuuen’s lack of secrecy and failure to gather intelligence are not oversights but intentional. This level of insight into another person’s thinking process is incredibly rare and showcases his ability to understand not just actions but the deeper reasoning behind them. Additionally, his awareness of how Class D functions as a group allows him to identify two critical weaknesses: Horikita’s inability to adapt in the three-legged race and Kushida’s inherent desire to work against her class. By recognizing these issues before they manifest as larger problems, he is able to take preemptive action, ensuring that Class D remains stable and competitive.



Kiyotaka’s self-awareness is evident in his approach to manipulation and influence. He understands how he is perceived by others, using that perception to his advantage. For instance, he knows that Kushida assumes he would never openly oppose Horikita. Instead of trying to break this assumption through direct action, he subtly undermines it by instructing Kei to object to Horikita’s plan. This move accomplishes two things: it creates an illusion of independence between Koji and Kei, preventing suspicions of their alliance, and it also sows controlled discord within the class, allowing him to observe how people respond. His self-awareness extends to how he interacts with Horikita as well. Instead of forcing her to change her approach in the three-legged race through direct criticism, he subtly guides her into realizing the importance of accommodating her partner. He understands that telling her outright would make her resistant, so instead, he lets her reach the conclusion herself, ensuring that the lesson sticks. His ability to manipulate his own image and interactions based on how others see him is what makes him such an effective operator in social situations.



Ayanokouji’s communication skills are not about verbosity but precision. He rarely speaks unnecessarily but when he does, every word is carefully chosen to create a desired effect. His confrontation with Kushida is a perfect example. Instead of bombarding her with accusations or trying to break her through sheer force of will, he simply presents a single question: Why do you and Horikita hate each other? This question is deceptively simple but incredibly effective. By offering to stop bothering her in exchange for an answer, he makes it seem like he is giving her control over the conversation, when in reality, he is forcing her into a situation where she must answer or risk escalating the situation further. Similarly, his use of Kei as a proxy to object to Horikita’s plan is a masterclass in indirect communication. Rather than voicing his own dissent, which could expose his involvement, he lets Kei play the role of opposition, ensuring that the class debate unfolds in a way that serves his interests while maintaining his position in the shadows. His communication is not about dominating conversations but about subtly steering them toward his desired outcome.

Influence Building 

Perhaps the most significant aspect of Ayanokouji’s social intelligence is his ability to build and exert influence without revealing his true power. He carefully cultivates a network of controlled agents, using people like Kei to carry out his plans without them fully realizing the extent of his manipulation. By instructing Kei to challenge Horikita, he not only reinforces her usefulness as a pawn but also ensures that his influence within Class D remains undetected. His intervention in the three-legged race with Horikita is another example. By subtly guiding her to improve, he is indirectly strengthening her leadership position within the class, which in turn stabilizes Class D as a unit. This serves his long-term goal of making the class stronger while ensuring that Horikita, despite believing she is in control, is actually being shaped by his influence. His handling of Kushida is also a key example of influence-building. By cornering her with a simple but powerful question, he forces her into a position where she has to acknowledge his presence as a serious force within the class, even if she does not openly admit it. Over time, these small but calculated moves solidify his position as the true power behind Class D, all while maintaining the illusion that he is simply an observer.


Ayanokouji’s ability to remain completely unfazed in the face of betrayal, chaos, and emotional outbursts is a testament to his unmatched self-regulation. Despite knowing that Kushida is the traitor, he does not act impulsively. Instead, he waits for the perfect opportunity to confront her, gathering undeniable proof before making his move. Even when Horikita becomes overwhelmed by the situation, displaying frustration and a lack of direction, Koji does not allow her negativity to affect him. Instead, he coldly dismantles her argument, pushing her into a position where she has no choice but to take action. His confrontation with Kushida further displays his emotional control. She attempts to bluff and deny her involvement, but Koji remains unaffected, systematically breaking down her defenses without allowing frustration or arrogance to cloud his judgment. Even as he pressures her, he never raises his voice or shows unnecessary aggression, ensuring that his logic alone forces her into submission. His control over his own emotions allows him to remain a step ahead of everyone else, making him nearly untouchable in any confrontation.



Ayanokouji’s deep understanding of human behavior allows him to predict and counteract the actions of both his enemies and allies. His realization that Ryuuen had access to Class D’s participation table is a direct result of his ability to connect subtle patterns in behavior. He understands that Class C’s precise matchups were not a coincidence but a calculated move based on leaked information. His awareness of Ryuuen’s psychology allows him to deduce the deeper motivations behind his actions—Ryuuen is not simply trying to win but is deliberately targeting Horikita to break her spirit. While others may have been caught up in the immediate problem of the sports festival, Ayanokouji sees the larger game being played and anticipates Ryuuen’s tactics well in advance. Additionally, his understanding of Class D’s internal dynamics allows him to recognize Sudou’s importance to their victory. While the rest of the class dismisses Sudou after his outburst, Ayanokouji is the only one who realizes that he must be brought back. He does not just acknowledge this problem but also identifies Horikita as the only person capable of fixing it, showing his ability to recognize both strengths and weaknesses in those around him.



Ayanokouji’s actions are not only guided by an understanding of others but also by a keen awareness of how he is perceived. He knows that if he were to openly expose Kushida without undeniable proof, it could backfire and create division within Class D. Instead of rushing into accusations, he strategically waits until she has no way to escape before delivering the final blow. He also understands his own position in the class, ensuring that his influence grows without attracting unnecessary attention. His decision to verbally dismantle Horikita’s argument is not just about proving her wrong but about forcing her to evolve as a leader. He knows that if he openly takes charge, it would change the balance of power in the class and potentially expose his capabilities. Instead, he ensures that Horikita continues to play the role of leader while subtly guiding her actions from behind the scenes. His approach to the participation table issue also reflects this self-awareness. Rather than making reckless changes that could create internal chaos, he carefully crafts a solution that eliminates the possibility of last-minute leaks without causing unnecessary suspicion. By using logic and foresight rather than forceful intervention, he ensures that his influence remains hidden yet absolute.



Ayanokouji’s ability to control conversations with minimal words is one of his most powerful tools. His confrontation with Kushida is a prime example of how he uses strategic questioning to dismantle opposition without directly accusing them. Instead of outright stating that she is the traitor, he presents a sequence of logical deductions that gradually strip away her ability to deny it. His final move—checking with Chabashira to confirm whether anyone had asked to see the participation table—was not just a direct attack but a psychological one. By revealing that he had a way to confirm her actions, he forced her into silence, making her own body language betray her guilt. His interaction with Horikita also showcases his precision in communication. Rather than simply telling her to go after Sudou, he breaks her down mentally, forcing her to come to that conclusion herself. His words are not just about conveying information but about reshaping the way his targets think, ensuring that they act according to his intentions while believing that it was their own decision. His ability to deliver devastating verbal attacks without unnecessary aggression ensures that he wins arguments before his opponents even realize they’ve lost.



Ayanokouji’s long-term strategy is not just about solving problems but about cementing his control over Class D. His handling of Horikita in this scenario ensures that she becomes more proactive, ultimately strengthening her role as a leader. By subtly forcing her to take responsibility, he ensures that she becomes more reliant on his guidance without realizing it. His confrontation with Kushida serves a similar purpose. While he does not openly expose her, he ensures that she understands he is aware of her betrayal and can destroy her at any moment. This forces her into a position where she must be more cautious around him, ultimately weakening her ability to act against him in the future. His decision to manipulate the participation table issue also showcases his ability to control his class without them even realizing it. By ensuring that there were multiple versions from the start, he effectively neutralized Kushida’s ability to leak useful information without causing unnecessary division among his classmates. His ability to turn every situation into an opportunity to solidify his influence ensures that he remains in control of Class D’s future while keeping his role hidden from both allies and enemies.

Ayanokouji’s handling of Ryuuen’s hunt for “X” demonstrates his unparalleled mastery over deception, psychological manipulation, and strategic thinking. His ability to stay ten steps ahead while remaining completely hidden makes him an unstoppable force in the shadows. Every move he makes is not only calculated to counter Ryuuen’s actions but also to shift suspicion onto Hirata, reinforcing the illusion that he is merely an uninvolved pawn. Below is an analysis of this sequence based on the core aspects of social intelligence:



Ayanokouji never acts out of emotion, (like usual) even when directly confronted or placed under suspicion. His decision to race against Manabu was not driven by personal pride or the need to prove himself, but as a carefully orchestrated distraction. He understood that if Ryuuen believed that X was panicking, it would throw him off track, forcing him to look in the wrong direction. Despite Ryuuen's growing interest in him, Ayanokouji never lets himself react in a way that could expose him. When Ryuuen attempts to provoke him, Ayanokouji responds with calculated indifference, maintaining his facade of being an unremarkable student. He lets Ryuuen's assumptions guide his thoughts, subtly manipulating him into believing that Hirata is X. Even in high-pressure situations, such as his confrontation with Manabe or his manipulation of the recording, Ayanokouji never loses control. His ability to stay composed allows him to execute his plans flawlessly, ensuring that he leaves no traces behind.



Ayanokouji’s understanding of Ryuuen’s psychology is what allows him to manipulate his opponent’s every move. He knows that Ryuuen sees X as someone who operates in the shadows, using others as pawns. He capitalizes on this perception by ensuring that Ryuuen associates him with Horikita or Hirata rather than considering him as X himself. He further reinforces this illusion by ensuring that Hirata is always positioned in ways that make him seem like the mastermind. Ayanokouji’s decision to have Hirata spread the rumor about him being a VIP in the zodiac exam was not just about creating a false narrative but about making Ryuuen recognize a pattern. Ryuuen would assume that Ayanokouji does not have the necessary connections to spread rumors himself, leading him to believe that Hirata was the one truly orchestrating things. Ayanokouji also takes advantage of how Ryuuen expects his targets to react. By intentionally giving boring, emotionless responses, he makes himself seem like a passive pawn, further cementing the idea that Hirata is the one in control.



Ayanokouji is fully aware of how he is perceived by others and leverages this to his advantage. He knows that if he were to act too competent or display his intelligence openly, it would draw unnecessary suspicion. Instead, he carefully plays the role of an observer, ensuring that his involvement remains undetected. His self-awareness is also evident in how he handles the recording of Ryuuen’s strategy. Instead of taking direct action himself, he uses Manabe as a tool, blackmailing her into providing the necessary evidence. This ensures that there is no direct link between him and the recording, making it nearly impossible for Ryuuen to trace it back to him. Even Kushida, who is deeply involved in the betrayal, is left in a state of confusion, unable to determine how Ayanokouji could have obtained the recording or when he figured out her identity. By maintaining an unassuming persona, he ensures that even when people suspect him, they have no concrete evidence to act upon.



Ayanokouji’s manipulation of information is one of his greatest strengths. He does not simply feed people lies but carefully constructs narratives that lead them to draw the conclusions he wants. His approach to handling Ryuuen’s suspicions is a prime example of this. Rather than openly trying to mislead Ryuuen, he allows him to see just enough information to reach the wrong conclusion on his own. This is far more effective than direct deception because it makes Ryuuen believe that he has outsmarted X, when in reality, he is being led by Ayanokouji’s invisible hand. His ability to predict Horikita’s confrontation with Ryuuen and Kushida also highlights his strategic communication. Instead of warning her directly, which could have exposed his involvement, he ensures that Ryuuen receives a recording that disrupts his plans. This move serves multiple purposes—it not only protects Horikita from complete defeat but also reinforces the idea that X is always one step ahead. By choosing the right moments to release information, Ayanokouji ensures that his influence remains hidden while still shaping the course of events.



Ayanokouji’s actions in this scenario are not just about defeating Ryuuen but about establishing long-term control over the class. By allowing Ryuuen to focus on Hirata, he ensures that his true identity as X remains hidden. This allows him to continue operating without drawing unnecessary attention. His handling of the confrontation between Horikita, Ryuuen, and Kushida also serves to solidify his influence. By ensuring that Ryuuen’s plans are crushed while still maintaining plausible deniability, he weakens one of his greatest opponents without exposing himself. His manipulation of Manabe further demonstrates his growing reach. By using her to obtain the recording, he expands his network of influence, proving that he can use even those who are not directly aligned with him as tools in his plans. Each move he makes strengthens his position while ensuring that no one can pinpoint his involvement, allowing him to maintain control.


Ayanokouji Kiyotaka's manipulation of Ichinose's scandal is a perfect example of his mastery over social intelligence—the ability to navigate social environments, influence people, and manipulate outcomes while remaining undetected. Below, I will categorize his actions under different components of social intelligence and break down how he used them to accomplish his objectives.


Ayanokouji's primary strength lies in his ability to manipulate others into taking actions that serve his interests without them realizing they are being controlled. His involvement in spreading rumors about Ichinose under Ryuuen’s name is a masterclass in indirect influence.

Baiting Ryuuen into the Final Confrontation (Y1V5 - Y1V7)

Ayanokouji deliberately provoked Ryuuen by using Ichinose as a medium to lure him out. He planted the idea of fighting him directly at the rooftop into Ryuuen’s mind, ensuring that their battle happened on his own terms. By making Ryuuen believe Kiyo was panicking and leaving trails behind, he manipulated Ryuuen’s natural arrogance into setting up his own downfall. 

Diverting Arisu’s Attention Away From Himself (Y1V5 - Y1V8)

Sakayanagi had just revealed that she knew Ayanokouji was from the White Room, making her a serious threat. Instead of dealing with her directly, he redirected her focus onto Ichinose by making her believe Ichinose was the key player in whatever hidden battle was taking place. This delayed Arisu’s attempts to interfere with him, allowing Kiyotaka to avoid unnecessary attention while handling Ryuuen first. 

Ayanokouji has an exceptional ability to predict how people will react to specific stimuli, allowing him to manipulate emotions to serve his plans.

Testing Ichinose’s Moral Integrity

Ayanokouji does not trust ideals like "true goodness"—he believes that everyone has flaws and contradictions. When Horikita labeled Ichinose as a genuinely good person, Kiyotaka decided to test if that was true or if she was simply a hypocrite. He orchestrated a scenario where Ichinose had to face public scrutiny and observed how she handled it, confirming whether her ideology was truly as unshakable as she claimed. 

Testing the School’s Response to Rumors

Ayanokouji wanted to gather data on how the school would react if rumors were spread without clear evidence. This was not just a random act—he later used this same tactic to counter Arisu and Nagumo’s plan in Volume 9

Ayanokouji never takes direct action unless necessary—instead, he sets up situations where others act in a way that benefits him.

Creating Conflict Between Ryuuen & Kanzaki (Y1V5 - Y1V6) Ayanokouji deduced the secret deal between Ryuuen and Kanzaki back in Volume 4, where Ryuuen learned the VIP pattern from Kanzaki. By spreading the Ichinose rumors under Ryuuen’s name, he ensured Kanzaki would doubt Ryuuen’s loyalty. Kanzaki then confronted Ryuuen about it in Volume 6, which Ryuuen later called “stupid.” This seemingly minor conflict created a long-term divide between Ryuuen and Kanzaki, weakening Class B’s internal trust. 

Ayanokouji understands how alliances and rivalries shape power structures within the school, and he actively exploits them to his advantage.

Kanzaki’s Later Hatred Toward Kiyotaka (Y2V2) After Kanzaki realized that Kiyotaka was X, he understood that Kiyotaka had played him back in Y1V5. Kanzaki’s hostility in Year 2, Volume 2 shows that Kiyotaka’s manipulations had long-lasting effects, proving how deeply he understands power struggles. 5. Risk Assessment & Damage Control 

Unlike reckless strategists who take unnecessary risks, Ayanokouji always gathers data before making a move.

Ensuring His Rumor-Spreading Strategy Was Safe (Y1V5 - Y1V9) He did not immediately weaponize rumors against Arisu and Nagumo. First, he tested how the school would react by spreading Ichinose’s rumors under Ryuuen’s name. When he saw that there were no serious consequences, he later used this method strategically in Volume 9 against his true opponents. Conclusion: Ayanokouji’s Mastery of Social Intelligence 

Ayanokouji’s manipulation of Ichinose’s scandal showcases every aspect of social intelligence:

Social Manipulation & Influence – Controlling Ryuuen, Arisu, and Ichinose without direct confrontation. Emotional Intelligence – Understanding how people react to rumors, pressure, and doubt. Strategic Thinking & Deception – Creating conflicts between others while remaining invisible. Political Intelligence – Weakening alliances and shaping power structures to his advantage. Risk Assessment – Testing the school’s response before committing to a larger strategy. 

This was not a random attack on Ichinose. It was a layered, strategic operation where every action served a purpose. By the end, Kiyotaka not only crushed Ryuuen but also secured his ability to use rumors as a weapon, weakened Class B’s internal unity, and diverted Arisu’s attention—all while ensuring that no one could trace the plan back to him.

This is true mastery over social intelligence—controlling the battlefield without ever stepping onto it.

 ( Paper Shuffle Arc ) |Year 1 Volume 6 |

Ayanokouji Kiyotaka's handling of Katsuragi’s confrontation and his strategic thinking afterward demonstrate his mastery of social intelligence—allowing him to manipulate, deceive, and control his environment while staying hidden. Below is an analysis of his actions, categorized under different aspects of social intelligence.



Ayanokouji knows how to steer conversations in his favor, gathering information while revealing nothing about himself. His exchange with Katsuragi is a perfect example of this skill.

Extracting Information Without Revealing Anything

Katsuragi is an observant person and suspects that Ayanokouji is hiding his true abilities. Instead of denying or confirming anything, Ayanokouji lets Katsuragi imagine whatever he wants, keeping himself unpredictable. By staying calm and probing Katsuragi for information, Ayanokouji gets him to open up about Class A’s internal struggles and his regret for teaming up with Ryuuen. 

Persuading Katsuragi to Reveal His Concerns

Ayanokouji carefully chooses his words to sound reasonable and confident without arousing suspicion. By subtly encouraging Katsuragi to express his worries, he gains valuable insights into the power struggles within Class A. This allows him to predict future conflicts and opportunities that he can later exploit. 2. Emotional Intelligence (Understanding & Controlling Perceptions) 

Ayanokouji is aware that his increasing recognition in Class D and beyond means he can no longer remain completely hidden. He carefully considers his next move to avoid unnecessary attention while keeping control over the class.

Balancing Visibility & Secrecy

He realizes that distancing himself from Horikita might actually look more suspicious to his growing list of enemies. At the same time, staying too close to her also invites further scrutiny. This forces him to adopt a long-term strategy—building up Horikita’s leadership further before gradually fading away. 

Handling Growing Enemies (Ichinose & Ryuuen)

He knows that both Ichinose and Ryuuen are now actively investigating him as the hidden mastermind behind Class D’s rise. Instead of panicking or making sudden moves, he calculates his approach carefully, ensuring his next actions keep them guessing. He remains aware of their interest but does not act prematurely, knowing that moving too soon could backfire. Kouji’s mind works like a chessboard—he analyzes every possible move and its consequences before deciding on the best course of action.

Anticipating the Consequences of His Choices

He knows that simply stepping back from Horikita could destabilize Class D. Instead, he decides on a gradual transition, strengthening her leadership before quietly retreating. This ensures that Class D remains stable even when he removes himself from direct involvement. 

Maintaining Control Over Class D While Avoiding Suspicion

Ayanokouji understands that if Class D collapses, all of his work would be wasted. By keeping Horikita under his guidance, he ensures that Class D continues progressing while he remains in control from the shadows. 

Ayanokouji is constantly assessing the shifting power structures within the school, ensuring that he positions himself advantageously.

Understanding the Importance of Chabashira-Sensei He acknowledges that Chabashira plays a key role in Class D’s future, as she has personal stakes in their success. Even though he doesn’t particularly care about her motives, he recognizes her value and ensures she remains satisfied with his progress. This means that even the faculty is unknowingly being manipulated by him. 



Ayanokouji carefully observes human behavior and motivations, allowing him to understand why others act the way they do.

Understanding Kushida’s Hatred Toward Horikita

After learning that Kushida and Horikita attended the same junior high, Ayanokouji immediately narrows down the possible reasons for Kushida’s hatred. He logically eliminates the idea that Kushida simply resents Horikita for not becoming her friend. Instead, he deduces that Kushida's paranoia stems from her dark past and her desperation to keep it hidden at all costs. He realizes that Kushida sees anyone who knows about her secret as a threat, making them a target of her hostility. By understanding her psychological state, Ayanokouji ensures he handles her carefully, neither provoking nor underestimating her. 

Sensing When He’s Being Watched

Ayanokouji has a strong sense of awareness, being able to detect when someone is observing him, even when distracted. This prevents him from being caught off guard, as he can adjust his behavior accordingly. His ability to remain undetected while maintaining constant vigilance allows him to stay one step ahead of his enemies. 

Ayanokouji doesn’t just observe people—he calculates how to use their actions to his advantage.

Using Ryuuen’s Own Strategy Against Him & Crushing Horikita to Influence Her

He had the ability to sabotage Ryuuen’s sports festival plan early on, but instead, he let it play out to achieve a greater goal. By allowing Horikita to be crushed, he ensured that she learned an important lesson in leadership while also indirectly shaping her growth. This move also completely confused Ryuuen, who struggled to understand Ayanokouji’s motives—why would a mastermind allow an ally to suffer? This shows Ayanokouji’s ruthlessness in achieving long-term goals, even at the cost of his allies experiencing temporary setbacks. 

Psychologically Manipulating Ryuuen

Ayanokouji lets Ryuuen see a reflection of himself in the way he orchestrates events. This leads Ryuuen to second-guess his own conclusions, thinking that Ayanokouji might just be a puppet rather than the true mastermind. By creating doubt in Ryuuen’s mind, Ayanokouji ensures that his enemies remain confused and divided rather than focusing their efforts on him. 3. Deception & Low-Profile Maintenance 

Ayanokouji’s greatest strength is how he keeps himself hidden despite being at the center of major events.

Erasing Evidence of His Existence as the Mastermind

Ryuuen states that except for the recording, there is no actual proof that a mastermind exists. Any traces of Ayanokouji’s involvement in Ryuuen’s downfall were deleted, preventing anyone from finding a clear link to him. Even though he has been suspected, there is no direct proof tying him to anything, keeping him safe from exposure. 

Confusing Ryuuen’s Group About His True Role

Ryuuen’s group saw Ayanokouji watching Manabe bully Kei, making him a person of interest. However, their analysis is inconclusive—Ayanokouji doesn’t fit the mastermind role because of how he let Horikita get hurt. Ibuki, for example, finds it difficult to believe that Ayanokouji could be pulling the strings. This uncertainty prevents them from acting decisively, giving Ayanokouji time to maneuver without immediate danger. 4. Political Intelligence & Power Control 

Ayanokouji understands that power isn’t just about strength—it’s about who controls the narrative and influence over others.

Could Have Expelled Ryuuen But Chose Not To

With the recording and countermeasures he had, Ayanokouji could have completely removed Ryuuen from the equation. Instead, he let Ryuuen remain in the school, knowing that he could still be a useful piece on the board. This shows Ayanokouji doesn’t seek total dominance immediately—he understands the long-term value of keeping enemies alive for future manipulation. 

Maintaining Control Over Class D Without Exposure

Despite being the true mastermind, Ayanokouji ensures that Horikita and others take the spotlight while he operates in the background. This keeps Class D stable and progressing without him drawing unwanted attention. If he were to be fully exposed, his influence would become limited, so he carefully controls the perception of his role. 

Ayanokouji Kiyotaka demonstrates exceptional social intelligence throughout these events by strategically gathering information, manipulating perceptions, and maintaining his cover. Below is a breakdown of his actions based on different aspects of social intelligence.



Ayanokouji excels at reading people's intentions and understanding their true personalities, even when they try to deceive him.

Understanding Horikita’s Reverse Psychology

When Horikita tells Ayanokouji that it doesn’t matter whether he stays or not, he immediately recognizes it as reverse psychology. She subtly wants him to stay, but instead of outright saying it, she phrases it in a way that manipulates his decision. This level of insight allows Ayanokouji to see through subtle manipulation, ensuring that he always acts on his own terms. 

Analyzing Kushida’s Personality & Weaknesses

Ayanokouji deliberately joins the bet with Kushida and Horikita, using it as an opportunity to extract valuable information about her past. He learns that she craves universal approval and wants to be seen as the kindest, most trusted person in the school. However, he also confirms that when she loses control, she will go to any lengths—including destroying her classmates—to protect her image. With this knowledge, he can now strategically exploit her weaknesses whenever necessary. 

Ayanokouji is always thinking ahead, ensuring that he gathers intelligence while keeping himself hidden from suspicion.

Testing the School’s Question Standards for the Exam

Instead of simply submitting questions, Ayanokouji devises a method to gauge the exact limitations of the school’s rules. By deliberately submitting borderline extreme questions, he can determine how strict or lenient the school is with question approvals. This provides valuable insight into how much they can manipulate the exam to their advantage. 

Predicting Kushida’s Next Move

Ayanokouji anticipates that Kushida might seek Ryuuen’s help to gain an advantage in the bet. Despite trusting Horikita to win, he still has multiple backup plans in case things don’t go as expected. This demonstrates his ability to think several steps ahead while maintaining flexibility in his strategies. 3. Deception & Low-Profile Maintenance 

Ayanokouji’s greatest skill is how he avoids detection despite being at the center of every major event.

Feigning Ignorance During Ryuuen’s Interrogation When Ryuuen and Hiyori interrogate Ayanokouji’s group, he intentionally avoids answering questions in a way that would make him stand out. Instead of outright denying or confirming anything, he acts like a normal Class D student, ensuring that he doesn’t draw suspicion. Both Ryuuen and Hiyori fail to detect anything unusual, further cementing his disguise as an average student. Ayanokouji doesn’t just observe people—he carefully controls information flow and power dynamics.

Exposing Hiyori’s False Persona Hiyori attempts to appear as if she has extraordinary perception by refilling Haruka’s coffee with the exact amount of sugar. However, Ayanokouji immediately suspects that she is faking her abilities and gathers evidence to confirm it. He secretly messages Kei to check if Hiyori asked for information about Haruka’s coffee preferences, which Kei confirms. This proves that Hiyori is not truly perceptive but simply quick-witted, using small tricks to intimidate and manipulate others. By exposing this deception to himself, Ayanokouji ensures that he won’t fall for her psychological tactics in the future. 

Ayanokouji Kiyotaka’s social intelligence is on full display in this scenario. His ability to manipulate, predict, and control the actions of others while remaining undetected highlights his mastery of human psychology and strategic deception. Here’s a breakdown of how he applies different aspects of social intelligence to dominate this situation:



Ayanokouji demonstrates an exceptional ability to foresee and manipulate the decisions of others, controlling events from the shadows.

Predicting Kushida’s Actions Before She Even Makes a Move

He already knew that Kushida would attempt to cheat by collaborating with Ryuuen to exchange test solutions. He anticipated her submitting her question sheet to Chabashira, ensuring that Ryuuen would need to compromise and share answers with her. This allowed him to trap both of them, forcing them into a situation where he controlled their available choices. 

Using Ryuuen’s Goals Against Him

Ayanokouji understood Ryuuen’s two main objectives: Defeat Class D in the exam. Expose the mastermind behind Horikita. He realized that if Ryuuen focused on the exam, it would limit his efforts to find "X" (himself). By forcing Ryuuen to work with Kushida, he ensured that Ryuuen would focus more on the test strategy rather than his search for "X." 

Ayanokouji excels at orchestrating events while keeping himself hidden.

Planting Evidence on Kushida to Set a Trap

He secretly placed cheat sheets inside Kushida’s blazer, ensuring that she would eventually find them. Since he had access to her blazer (due to previous knowledge from the karaoke meeting), he could plant it in a way that seemed natural. He also spread multiple pieces of evidence throughout her belongings, ensuring that if one was found, others could still incriminate her. 

Giving Ryuuen a "Forced Choice" to Secure Control

Ayanokouji created a scenario where Ryuuen only had four possible options, all of which benefited Ayanokouji in some way. The best option for Ryuuen—changing the questions and sabotaging Kushida—was still a loss because it weakened his control over Class C. No matter what, Ayanokouji won: If Ryuuen gave him the questions, he gained direct control over the exam. If Ryuuen changed the questions, he sabotaged his own alliance with Kushida. If Kushida cheated, he had planted evidence to expose her. 

Orchestrating a Fake Deception Within Class D

Kushida believed that Class D was trying to deceive her when, in reality, they were all unknowingly following Ayanokouji’s script. He made sure that no one in Class D gave away any clues about his true intentions, making Kushida trust false information. Even Ryuuen later admitted that someone had perfectly read the karaoke meeting and manipulated everyone’s behavior—without them realizing it. 

Ayanokouji doesn’t just manipulate events; he controls how information spreads and how people perceive reality.

Securing Ryuuen’s Cooperation by Controlling Risks

Ryuuen couldn’t afford to let Kushida get expelled because she was still useful to him. He also didn’t want Horikita expelled, since she served as a false lead that kept "X" hidden. By controlling these variables, Ayanokouji forced Ryuuen to cooperate, even if he didn’t want to. 

Maintaining Psychological Leverage Over Kushida

If Kushida tried to resist or expose the plan, Ayanokouji could easily threaten to reveal her bet with Horikita and expose her past secrets. Since he extracted this information from Kushida by risking his own expulsion, she knew that he wouldn’t hesitate to use it. This ensured that Kushida remained in check, unable to act against him. 

Ayanokouji Kiyotaka’s Social Intelligence Breakdown 
Social Awareness (Understanding Others' Motives, Status, and Reputation) Ayanokouji understood Ryuuen’s psychological profile and knew that he would use threats and coercion to extract information from Manabe. This allowed him to predict that his own name (along with Yukimura’s) would be on Ryuuen’s suspect list. He recognized that Ryuuen declaring war via the photograph of Kei meant that Ryuuen was confident in his ability to find and break the mastermind. He knew that Ichinose had a strong, untouchable image but also understood that spreading the rumor about her hoarding points would force her into a defensive position, making her vulnerable. He was aware that Arisu was looking for weaknesses in her competitors, meaning that putting Ichinose on her radar would ensure that Class B was attacked instead of Class D. He anticipated that Ryuuen and Kanzaki’s fragile partnership would not survive this move, as Kanzaki would not want to be associated with something that threatened Class B’s image. 
. Self-Awareness (Knowing One’s Own Strengths, Weaknesses, and Position) Ayanokouji understood that he had no public reputation and that his best weapon was remaining hidden. This is why he took measures to stay in the shadows while manipulating others. He knew that Ryuuen, if given an opportunity, would expose his role in Class D and possibly harm Kei again, which is why he moved preemptively to discredit Ryuuen before this could happen. He was aware of his lack of direct authority in social conflicts, so he relied on indirect methods (spreading the note) to create situations where others would act in ways that benefited him. He used this scheme as a low-risk test to see how the school reacts to rumors, which would be useful in the future when dealing with more serious conflicts. 
Influence Building (Shaping Perceptions and Controlling Narratives) By signing the rumor as if it were Ryuuen’s doing, Ayanokouji shaped how the student body viewed Ryuuen—making him look like someone spreading lies to sabotage Ichinose. He positioned himself as a neutral party in the chaos, ensuring that even if Ryuuen retaliated, his words would have already been undermined. He strategically caused suspicion and distrust between different factions (Ryuuen vs. Ichinose, Ryuuen vs. Kanzaki), which weakened their ability to coordinate against him. He ensured that his own influence remained invisible, as all the major players were occupied fighting each other instead of looking for the real mastermind. 
 Social Dynamic Predictions (Foreseeing How People Will React and Using It) He knew Ryuuen would be provoked by the note and would likely taunt Ichinose, which in turn would worsen her position. He anticipated that Arisu would seize an opportunity to attack Ichinose, redirecting the battlefield away from Class D. He predicted that the student body would doubt Ichinose once the rumor spread, forcing her into a reactionary position. He understood that chaos would serve as a smokescreen for his other plans, such as his manipulation of Ryuuen and Kushida. 
. Control of Influence (Manipulating Situations Without Directly Engaging) Ayanokouji remained completely unseen in the conflict, allowing Ryuuen and Ichinose to take the blame for the situation. He created a narrative where Ryuuen was seen as a liar, reducing his credibility before he could expose Ayanokouji’s role in Class D. He ensured that Kushida and Ryuuen’s situation remained under the radar, using the Ichinose chaos as a perfect distraction. He gained valuable intelligence on how the school handles rumors, which would allow him to manipulate future situations with even greater precision. He also learned more about Ryuuen’s reactions, which helped him fine-tune his final confrontation strategy. 

Ayanokouji’s move with the Ichinose rumor was a masterclass in indirect control—he manipulated powerful players without exposing himself, created conflicts that weakened his enemies, and ensured that all outcomes worked in his favor.



B-b-but Ayanokouji is dogwater at SI😟
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