Some details.
1. Immortals can read all beings memories.
2. Li Gang massacred Huang and Lei’s family and so he has blood debt with them.
3. During the catastrophe, there was a short time gap when Immortals couldn’t monitor the Divine Spirit World (they can’t read anyone’s memories)
4. There is Law of Isolation. Every once in a while, normally around 40 years (but it is random), the whole world would be Isolated by Heavenly Dao, in that Isolation, Immortals can’t know what’s happening in the Small world and they can’t interfere. Although it is random, Immortals can know when it will happen. 
5. Immortals would often use their own Powers to mimic the effect of Law of Isolation while they monitor the world, in order to see if anyone has understood this concept and using this time to do something against them. Normally, they isolate the World right before Law of Isolation and right after Law of Isolation.
6. There are very few Warriors who know about Law of Isolation in Small World – He Fan, Jin Huang and Elemental Emperor. But because He Fan’s Spiritual Imprint is in broken state, he can not know if the Law of Isolation is real or fake (created by Immortals, and since Immortals usually create fake Law right before real one, even if a new Law of Isolation appears, He Fan would believe it’s fake for first few days).
7. In that time gap, Elemental Emperor prepared 3 layered trap, and Li Gang prepared a contingency to save his life.
8. Li Gang not only has to protect himself from Elemental Emperor, he has to make sure that Immortals don’t realize about his intelligence being suppressed.
9. Lin Fan is a reincarnated Immortal into the mortal world. He had enmity with Li Gang and Wang Xueyao.
a. Enmity with Wang Xueyao because she was the cause of his death in first life.
b. Enmity with Li Gang because he had deceived him and forcefully Soul Searched him, causing him lot of Soul Injury. (NOTE, Li Gang possess memories of Lin Fan, it’s important.)
10. Because Lin Fan was from higher dimensional world, Li Gang couldn’t have processed his higher dimensional attribute memories, or he would have died. He Fan came for his rescue and filtered the information he obtained, and also added some more information on his own accord.
11. Li Gang possess information about Timeless Demon God, a great figure in higher dimensional world (from where Lin Fan came), he only knows that Timeless Demon God is still alive. He has also been with Wang Xueyao for a while, who has enmity with Lin Fan. 
12. Li Gang possess three deadly threats due to which Elemental Emperor can’t personally take action – 
a. Broken Special Ability, due to which Elemental Emperor can not act against him directly.
b. Spatial Order, which allows him to teleport to anywhere he wishes. 
c. Unknown situation of He Fan. He Fan had provided Li Gang with help a while ago. Because his stance is unknown, Elemental Emperor can’t personally take action.
d. Immortals protection. Immortals protect him because they want to get their hands on his Broken Special Ability.
Mind Reading: [image: ]
Elemental Emperor’s preparations
He saves the life of Huang and Lei, and gives them secret techniques to counter Li Gang’s Spatial Order and method to parasitize Li Gang’s body, using the formation of Forbidden Land.
He had 3 layers for this plan:
1. He had tacit understanding with Immortals and makes a strategy that pushes Li Gang to extreme situation. He saves Huang and Lei while Li Gang was massacring the whole City under the influence of his Broken Special Ability. Huang and Lei had immense hatred for Li Gang, so they would scheme against him. Because Huang and Lei got massive injury in the last battle, they were no longer in a situation where they could “easily” kill Li Gang in frontal battle, given Li Gang have 30 years of cultivation time. 
2. He makes Huang and Lei put psychological cue in their mind, so that even if they fail in killing Li Gang, which they would due to the involvement of Immortals, they would parasitize Li Gang’s body. Immortals would still not interfere, because they would want to see how Li Gang handles the situation, and until his situation truly is hopeless, they wouldn’t involve. Once parasitized, Li Gang would be trapped, and unable to use his Special Ability or any Soul type methods. 
3. Huang and Lei would take away Li Gang’s Spatial Order, causing him to not have any way of escaping. Elemental Emperor would then appear and kill Li Gang when he doesn’t possess the ability to use his Special Ability and doesn’t have protection of Immortals. Law of Isolation happens earlier than expected, which Elemental Emperor already knew based on his future knowledge but Immortals didn’t know. So, Elemental Emperor wanted Huang and Lei to time it accordingly, which he did by stating this entire thing should be done before 30th April (which is original time when Law of Isolation happens, but because it’s deadline, both Huang and Lei would make it happen much earlier, since they don’t want something unexpected to happen and thus, by the time Law of Isolation actually happens, Huang/Lei would be parasitizing Li Gang’s body. Li Gang would be without any protection, weak and helpless against Elemental Emperor who is far stronger than Li Gang. Even He Fan can’t interfere because he wouldn’t know at this point that Law of Isolation wasn’t “fake” but “real”. 
Li Gang’s preparations
Everything begins with the time of Catastrophe. 
Because this catastrophe happened with the tacit understanding between Elemental Emperor and Li Gang, Li Gang believes Elemental Emperor is aware of the fact that he is hiding his intelligence, and thus Immortals are supporting him.
In order to strip away that support, Elemental Emperor tacitly cooperates with Immortals by forcing him into an extreme danger where he has to use lot of his intelligence to save himself.
During the time when Elemental Emperor was giving instructions to Huang and Lei, Li Gang also prepared a contingency to save his life. He understood that since Huang and Lei left, they might be a threat to him, so he deliberately spares their descendants, and provides them a safe place to hide.
He gives instructions to Lei Zhenyu before sending him away. This instruction was meant for Lin Fan, who was also monitoring him after the massive attention Li Gang had grabbed (he caused the entire catastrophe). 
Li Gang knew that there would be Law of Isolation in 40 years, but he didn’t know exactly when. He believed that since this “Law of Isolation” appears randomly, so the Immortals who are temporarily protecting him wouldn’t know either. So he deliberately pushes the whole scheme as late as possible so that he doesn’t have to do anything and Immortals protect him from everything Elemental Emperor might have prepared or Huang and Lei threats. Unfortunately, Elemental Emperor has seen through this layer (that’s why he forced Huang and Lei to act before 30th April). 
Go through this (Demon King of South = Li Gang):
[image: ]
As you can see, Li Gang deliberately allowed them to survive. 
Look at the line where his eyes stopped somewhere, he noticed the existence of Lin Fan there (and later he decided to protect Lei Zhenyu, Huang Rong and Huang Haoran under him).
Ding Wei = Elemental Emperor. 
Li Gang did it at the time Elemental Emperor was making his 3 layered preparations with Huang and Lei. If Elemental Emperor was aware of their survival, he would have killed them. So he silently protected them and killed everyone else, so there was no witness who could have known they are alive.
[image: ]
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Li Gang erased his memories of these incidents because he wanted to hide the fact that he is aware of Jin Huang’s existence from Immortals (Li Gang had known about Jin Huang’s existence before their first meeting, as proved from the fact that he put psychological cues in Huang Rong’s mind and psychological cues are undetectable to Immortals). 
He prepared 2 layered contingency. 
1st Contingency via Lei Zhenyu, which Immortals were aware. 
2nd Contingency via Huang Rong, which Immortals weren’t aware. 
He had already planned to involve Jin Huang from the beginning. So even if Immortals hadn’t manipulated Li Gang into meeting Jin Huang, he would have actively found her. 

Li Gang’s meeting with Jin Huang
[image: ]
Second meaning isn’t important for this strategy, so let’s skip that part. 
Li Gang meets with Jin Huang and involves her in his 2nd contingency involving Huang Rong. At the same time, he marries her in order to make her his trustworthy ally. 
This marriage is also very important for his strategy, as you will find later. Marriage is very special ritual which connects two souls. Those bound by marriage can sense each other’s presence from long distances and can even sense their general situation, like whether they are healthy/unhealthy, injured/safe, etc. They can even read each other’s memories, if not blocked by some Soul type secret techniques. Li Gang meets Jin Huang in Shanluo City (check map, slight correction for map, on east of the Shanluo city, there are vast forest and mountains with various dangerous beasts, not immediate coastal region)
[image: ]
Note that, Jin Huang left the Northern Continent few months after meeting with Li Gang. She left to Central Continent and got married with Ji Changchen (fake marriage). 
She has no control over what’s happening in Northern Continent right now.
Northern Continent Geography (not perfect map tho)
[image: ]

Conquest of Wei Dynasty
After Li Gang enters the Northern Continent, the first place he visits is Wei Dynasty. Wei Dynasty was actually the weakest of the four dynasties, so he decides to conquer it instead.
Now, Catastrophe had happened not long ago, so there was scarcity of resources and medicines. Li Gang entered Wei Dynasty as an Alchemist. The status of Alchemist was very high in Northern Continent, since it had even more difficult situation. 
Li Gang started Renhuo Trading in Wei Dynasty, and due to high demand of Medicines, his influence and business expanded rapidly. At the same time, Li Gang deliberately used the name “Ren Ying” as his identity in order to lure out Huang and Lei, his life and death opponents and deal with them here. 
He used them as pawns to conquer Northern Continent. 
Both Huang and Lei wanted to accelerate everything as much as possible, and kill Li Gang as quickly as possible. In order to succeed in it, they need Li Gang to stay at one place for a long time, but Li Gang never did something like this. 
Both Huang and Lei (Lei was formation master) wanted this because they had to lock the space in which Li Gang is present, otherwise Li Gang would use the Spatial Order to flee away.
These are the methods used by Li Gang to conquer Wei Dynasty:
1. Infiltration and Securing a Base Li Gang began his operation by coercing a caravan guard named Wu Meng after catching him performing illegal blood refinement. He forced Wu Meng to sabotage a transport wagon's axle and draw his own blood to attract wild animals. While the guards were distracted fighting the animals, Li Gang applied a delayed chemical agent to the caravan's valuable cargo. Three days later, when the cargo began to visibly degrade, he offered the caravan leader the exact restoration methods in exchange for a ten-year lease on prime real estate in the capital city, secured via a biological contract. 
2. Economic Monopoly and Espionage Using this leased land, he established Renhuo Trading and mass-produced high-demand restorative medical pills using civilian labor. This operation generated massive wealth and allowed him to open distribution branches across the Wei Dynasty and neighboring states. He then utilized the civilian staff stationed at these branches as a continent-wide intelligence network. 
3. Political Bargaining and Asset Theft When King Wei Han eventually summoned him, Li Gang negotiated his corporate tax rate down from 60% to 20% by promising to train 20 state-selected alchemists. He also secured a premium global commerce token by agreeing to supply the royal family with free medicine for twenty years. During the training period, Li Gang secretly recruited the most talented students into his own organization. He masked this theft by giving extra instruction to the King's son, Prince Wei Chan, making the Prince appear as the top student to satisfy the King. 
4. Preemptive Poisoning and Detention Anticipating that the King would eventually discover his spy network, Li Gang secretly administered two distinct, inert toxins to the state's medical personnel. He gave Compound Alpha to the senior alchemists, which required a specific gas to activate. He gave Compound Beta to the 20 young students, including the Prince, which required a specific liquid to activate. When the King uncovered the spies and detained Li Gang in an energy-suppressing chair, Li Gang offered no resistance to ensure he had operational immunity. Three days later, his external operatives released the trigger gas. Compound Alpha activated, disabling the senior alchemists' senses of smell, taste, and touch, rendering them entirely unable to formulate counter-agents. He also had his subordinates destroy the Communication Talisman. Communication Talisman was very rare in Northern Continent.
5. Extortion and Final Subjugation Li Gang then had an allied faction (Demonic Faction to be precise) offer the King exactly 20 antidote pills in exchange for his release. The King tested a combination of shavings from all the pills on a low-level medic, which showed no adverse effects. However, instead of agreeing to the deal, the King kept Li Gang detained and administered the 20 pills to the 20 students to protect his future medical assets. These pills were the exact liquid trigger required for Compound Beta. The students immediately suffered acute organ failure, and the Prince fell into a coma. With no functional medical staff and his son dying, the King surrendered and released Li Gang. Li Gang took absolute control of the state's military deployments and foreign policy to launch a unification campaign, leaving only domestic duties to the King. To ensure permanent compliance, he provided the Prince's antidote strictly in one-week increments and forced the King to ingest a Level 6 Corruption poison that degrades internal organs unless suppressed by Li Gang's regular treatments. 
Now, King Wei Han wasn’t push over. Instead of surrendering, he would rather take help from Wu or Shu Dynasty. 
But in order to stop that situation from arising, Li Gang deliberately destroyed the Communication Talisman and took away the Premium Global Commerce token during the first negotiation. (Keep note of this, it will be important)
Maze of Death/Battle with Shu Dynasty
[bookmark: _heading=h.206036nzlz6y]Li Gang’s Dancing Maze Formation
Li Gang initiates the war against the Shu Dynasty by deploying a force of only 10,000 specially trained soldiers to confront an army of 5 million Shu troops.
Instead of a traditional frontal assault, he utilizes a complex structure called the Dancing Maze Formation. This formation consists of rotating concentric layers where defensive soldiers equipped with shields and spears alternate positions seamlessly with attacking archers.
· When frontline defenders are injured or fatigued, the formation rotates to move them to the center, where healers treat them.
· Fresh personnel immediately replace them on the frontline.
· This continuous rotation allows Li Gang’s much smaller force to inflict millions of casualties on the Shu army while keeping his own losses to a minimum.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tfrv7lrg3w7z]Li Gang’s Reasoning Behind the Battle
Under normal circumstances, this outcome would be highly unrealistic. However, Li Gang considered several factors:
· Huang and Lei wanted to trap him in one place to nullify the Spatial Order.
· The only way to achieve this was through a formation capable of locking space.
· Such a large-scale formation required two conditions:
· Li Gang had to remain in the same location for a sufficiently long period.
· The formation’s core had to be positioned near the center of the battlefield, meaning it would likely be held by one of the soldiers participating in the battle.
[bookmark: _heading=h.oqzsafbadyxl]Huang and Lei Reveal Their Spatial Lock Formation
Eventually, the Shu general identifies a way to disrupt the Dancing Maze Formation by targeting specific joints in the defensive line. This allows the remaining Shu troops to push toward its center.
As they reach the core, the true purpose of the battle is revealed. Two former Rank 8 Warriors, Master Huang and Master Lei, appear alongside Lao Zhang. They had survived Li Gang’s previous attack and secretly allied with the Shu Dynasty to seek revenge and acquire Li Gang’s assets.
To prevent Li Gang from escaping through spatial teleportation, Huang and Lei activate a large-scale Spatial Lock Formation encompassing the entire battlefield.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1o4ct9d7ydf1]Lao Zhang’s Role in the Scheme
· Huang and Lei deliberately brought Lao Zhang to the battlefield because they knew he was the smartest person in the Shu Dynasty.
· They feared that Lao Zhang might eventually overturn their original scheme.
· Guo Chen, the strategist of the Wu Dynasty, also wanted Lao Zhang dead because his absence would make it easier for Wu to conquer the Northern Continent in the future.
[bookmark: _heading=h.godp3epeh43y]Li Gang’s Countermeasure Against the Spatial Lock
Li Gang reveals that he anticipated Huang and Lei’s intervention. He deliberately brought a small army to force the Rank 8 Warriors to use Shu soldiers to buy time for setting up the Spatial Lock Formation.
He also reveals that he has not slept properly for 30 years because he has been preparing to deal with Huang and Lei.
Anticipating that the formation’s control core would be held by the Shu general, Li Gang had already instructed his soldiers to disguise themselves as Shu troops amid the chaos.
These disguised soldiers successfully stole the general’s storage rings, securing the core needed to deactivate the Spatial Lock Formation.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5nleqcg73111]Li Gang’s Blood Sacrifice Technique
With his troops defeated, Li Gang activates a blood sacrifice technique—his true objective in the battle.
He absorbs the blood of the millions of soldiers who died on the battlefield, temporarily increasing his physical strength to the peak of Rank 7.
[bookmark: _heading=h.opzv3l6onmbu]Jin Long and Shi Tian Intervene
King Jin Long and General Shi Tian of the Golden Crow Kingdom, who had been observing the battle, intervene and form a temporary alliance with Li Gang to fight Huang and Lei.
Li Gang had anticipated Jin Long’s arrival because he had an agreement with Jin Huang that the Golden Crow Dynasty would surrender to him. However, Jin Long could not simply surrender without first testing Li Gang’s capabilities.
To address this, Li Gang sent Jin Long a letter inviting him to watch the battle and requesting assistance at three possible locations.
Li Gang did not know where Jin Long might observe from, but he reasoned that only three locations offered sufficient visibility.
Contingency: Even if Jin Long did not appear, Li Gang had prepared an escape plan. He would destroy the Formation Core, which his subordinates had transferred elsewhere, and escape using the Spatial Order.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fqdlgndne0q7]The Death of Huang and Lei
Using his enhanced physical strength alongside an advanced sword technique called the Blade of Brilliance, Li Gang successfully suppresses Huang and Lei.
Realizing they cannot win, the two Rank 8 Warriors attempt to escape by destroying the Spatial Lock Formation’s core. However, the core is no longer inside the Shu general’s storage rings because Li Gang’s disguised subordinates transferred it elsewhere.
Unable to deactivate the Spatial Lock and escape, Huang and Lei are ultimately killed through the combined efforts of Li Gang and Jin Long.
Severely injured, Li Gang realizes that his temporary allies might betray him to seize his possessions. He quickly shatters the stolen Formation Core, deactivates the Spatial Lock, and teleports away.
[bookmark: _heading=h.z8x1ioe7a7ix]The Soul-Transfer Contingency
Despite their physical deaths, Huang and Lei had prepared another contingency.
A Soul-Transfer Formation located in a distant forbidden land preserves their souls after their bodies are destroyed.
· Master Lei’s soul takes over General Shi Tian’s body.
· Master Huang’s soul invades Li Gang’s heavily injured and exhausted body.
Li Gang also had several other contingencies prepared in case he failed to find the Formation Core.
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Refer to Li Gang’s preparation part. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.os9yrpm9gfe4]Li Gang’s Long-Term Preparation
[bookmark: _heading=h.s6fudlyv7042]The Two Descendant-Based Contingencies
Li Gang deliberately protected Huang’s and Lei’s sons and daughter because he had anticipated them becoming his enemies in future.
· Lei Zhenyu and Huang Rong were the two key contingencies that helped Li Gang survive the consequences of the battle and the possession schemes.
· Li Gang deliberately preserved and protected their descendants for 30 years under Lin Fan’s protection.
· Jin Huang served as an additional contingency against the Elemental Emperor, helping safeguard the plan if Lin Fan failed to safely send them to Northern Continent at the pre-decided time.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4roajly1bju6]The Ten-Year Delay and the Battle Date
· The battle against the Shu Dynasty began on 15 February.
· Li Gang deliberately delayed the battle for ten years to prepare and test the Immortals’ stance.
· The timing also mattered because his second contingency involving Lei Zhenyu was intended to activate on 15 February.
[bookmark: _heading=h.x7am9uimam1l]Li Gang’s Control Over Wei Dynasty’s Ports
· Li Gang had Wei Dynasty under his control without King Wei Han knowing the full extent of his influence.
· He instructed Wu Meng, who had helped establish cooperation with the Demonic Faction, to take control of all Wei Dynasty ports.
· Li Gang gave Wu Meng the Premium Token specifically because of the dangers associated with this task.
[bookmark: _heading=h.if1cks2ryob0]Li Gang’s Connection to the Elemental Emperor
· Li Gang knew that the Elemental Emperor had saved him.
· His reasoning was that, given the limitations imposed on his strength by his Special Ability, only an Emperor could have protected them.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2y73hz29ili]Why Li Gang Chose the Shu Dynasty Battlefield
· Li Gang deliberately selected the Shu Dynasty because its land was completely open, making the conflict primarily a battle of formations.
· He could have used the Maze of Death Formation, which would have inflicted even greater damage on his opponents.
· He deliberately deployed as few Warriors as possible. Preserving more Warriors in Wei Dynasty would benefit his future conquest of other dynasties.
· He anticipated that Huang and Lei would force Shu soldiers to sacrifice themselves to buy time to establish the Spatial Lock Formation.
Noticing the Parasites and Rules of Parasites
Li Gang returns to the Shanluo City in the small Cabin where he met Jin Huang. He knew here he would be safe since only Jin Huang and Li Gang knew of that place and Jin Huang had already left. 
He obtains 50 vitality pills there that could help him. Jin Huang had known that Li Gang would go there once he is injured in the battle and prepared them beforehand.
At this time, Huang has taken over Li Gang’s body. He knew that Li Gang hadn’t slept properly for years, so he deliberately keeps himself awaken as much as possible, so that his men, whom he had already informed beforehand to come over and take him away (because if he leaves himself, and Li Gang comes out, he would realize his body has been taken over and he would teleport himself somewhere else. Huang doesn’t want to risk that, he doesn’t want Li Gang to realize this unless Li Gang has already thrown away the Spatial Order.)
Note Li Gang wakes up 5 days later after he falls asleep, but because he had been sleep deprived for many years, he forgot the feeling of how much time passes when he falls sleeps. This was the exact reason why Huang had used the tactic, Li Gang had given away this clue during the Maze of Death War. 
But Li Gang still anticipates things:
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[bookmark: _heading=h.9j9dv26fq046]Li Gang’s Escape and Investigation
[bookmark: _heading=h.a604azhmdvu5]Preparing a Detection Formation at Jin Huang’s Cabin
Before leaving Jin Huang’s cabin, Li Gang anticipated that his enemies might come looking for him. Since they would likely search the entire cabin, he placed a detection formation in front of the wardrobe. He expected them to search the room when they arrived.
After preparing it, Li Gang left without healing himself because he did not know when the enemy would arrive. He deliberately avoided placing formations at the entrance because that would be an obvious place to check. The wardrobe was a less predictable location for a searcher to approach.
The formation would notify him if someone triggered it and provide information about how close the intruders were. Since he was injured and lacked reliable information about his pursuers, even a small warning could be valuable.
When Chen Wang and five Rank 4 warriors later searched the cabin, Chen Wang used a compass-like device to inspect the surroundings. When a subordinate approached the wardrobe, Chen Wang stopped him and scanned the ground, detecting the formation. He ordered the subordinate to step onto the bed and open the wardrobe from there, avoiding the trap.
Chen Wang realized that Li Gang had anticipated the possibility of being tracked and prepared accordingly. However, the formation could be bypassed by someone perceptive enough to detect it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.cvz8c8gelbn]Questioning the Timeline After Waking Up
After collapsing near a village, Li Gang woke up in an old woman’s house. He asked her the date and how long he had been unconscious.
She initially said it was the 17th and that he had fainted only a few hours earlier. This seemed consistent with his recollection: he had visited Jin Huang’s cabin on the 15th, fainted there, eventually travelled away, and then collapsed near the village.
Li Gang felt something was wrong, so he asked for the complete date, including the month and year. The woman replied that it was February 17, 42058.
This exposed a calendar discrepancy. When the new calendar was introduced, the change had been announced four days before the end of year 42042. Most people treated the year as ending on the announcement date, but remote areas could still recognize the remaining four days. Since every month had 30 days, the date used locally could be four days behind the corrected calendar: February 17 would correspond to February 21.
This created a six-day gap between February 15, when Li Gang had visited the cabin, and the corrected date of February 21. Li Gang then asked when he had arrived at the village. The woman said he had been found outside her house the previous day, even though she had initially described his collapse as having happened only a few hours earlier.
He considered whether he had simply misjudged how long he had been unconscious. His injuries and prolonged lack of sleep made that possible. However, he remembered that his first collapse at Jin Huang’s cabin had occurred on the 15th. The calendar discrepancy, unexplained passage of time, and confusing account of when he had been found made him suspect that something had happened while he was unconscious.
He considered the possibility that his body had been taken over without his knowledge. He suspected that one of the two Rank 8 warriors he had fought had survived and used a method to parasitize or control his body. He believed an Emperor might be involved because he considered such an ability beyond ordinary warriors.
His theory was that the entity controlling him had deliberately delayed him. It could have taken control while he was unconscious, waited until the next day, and then allowed him to awaken only a few hours before the old woman spoke to him. Because the village used an older calendar, this would make the dates seem consistent at first and reduce the chance that he would notice the discrepancy. This was Li Gang’s theory, not something he had confirmed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.844g0rfmbjpl]Why the Enemy Might Have Manipulated His Consciousness
Li Gang theorized that Huang or Lei had awakened inside him while he was at Jin Huang’s cabin, causing him to lose consciousness. He suspected the entity had manipulated his perception of time and allowed him to wake several days later.
His physical condition made the deception harder to detect. He had not slept properly for a long time and was seriously injured, so he could not reliably estimate how long he had been unconscious. The absence of a clock in the cabin also prevented him from checking the time independently. He even considered that, if a clock had been available, it might have been altered to mislead him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8vp10dpjt6e6]Realizing the Tracking Mark Might Be on His Body
Li Gang had previously assumed that the enemy’s tracking mark was attached to the Spatial Order. He believed it had been placed during his battle with the two Monarchs and had thought he was cautious enough to avoid such a problem.
He now recognized that the mark might instead have been placed on his body after he reached Jin Huang’s cabin. If so, discarding the Spatial Order would not protect him because the mark would remain with him. His injuries also made it difficult to sense whether a mark was present.
He recalled that the two Rank 8 warriors had deliberately drained the Spatial Order’s energy, forcing him to discard it. He suspected this might have been part of their plan. Without the Spatial Order, he could no longer escape using it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.cpe0lgc5bdjr]Considering Whether to Return to Jin Huang’s Cabin
Li Gang considered returning to the cabin because a location that had already been searched might be overlooked later. However, Rank 8 warriors were not ordinary opponents. They might anticipate that he would return to a place that seemed safe and leave someone there to watch it.
He also questioned why the enemy would need to search the cabin if his body had a tracking mark. They might be able to locate him directly.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ryznvelurbtp]Distinguishing Between Two Possible Tracking Mechanisms
Li Gang considered an alternative: perhaps his location was revealed only when the entity inside him took control. The two possibilities had different implications.
1. If his body was permanently marked, the enemy might track him directly. In that case, returning to the cabin would not be necessary for them to find him.
2. If his location was revealed when the entity took control, the enemy might initially search the cabin and learn his whereabouts only after the entity awakened. They could then pursue him and leave someone watching the cabin in case he returned.
This distinction mattered because assuming the wrong mechanism could lead him into danger. If the second possibility was true, returning to the cabin could expose him to enemies waiting there. If the first was true, moving farther away might not help. Since he could not determine which explanation was correct, he had to account for both.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qyz9q1n0qbit]Deciding to Recover Rather Than Travel Far
Li Gang concluded that he needed to heal quickly but should not travel too far. His injuries prevented him from properly investigating his condition, detecting a possible mark, or defending himself. Travelling farther would consume energy and could worsen his situation. At the same time, if the enemy could track him directly, distance alone would not guarantee safety. He therefore prioritized recovery without assuming he had escaped pursuit.
[bookmark: _heading=h.y0xa9rati1e5]Seeking Help from Zudas
Li Gang noticed that Chu You appeared sympathetic toward him and became excited when she mentioned Big Brother Zudas as the strongest person in the area. He asked her to call Zudas because he needed help.
Earlier, Li Gang had recognized that the old woman might be motivated by greed despite her outward kindness. He did not automatically trust people simply because they seemed friendly. Instead, he observed their reactions and assessed their likely motives. Asking for Zudas was a practical attempt to obtain help while he was too injured to handle the situation alone.
[bookmark: _heading=h.a3cn65jivzu6]Li Gang, Zudas, and Chu You
[bookmark: _heading=h.rp3uk6hf0i0i]Recognizing Zudas’s Unusual Strength
Zudas saw Li Gang’s injuries and realized that he must be at least Rank 5, since someone weaker would not have survived them. When Li Gang touched Zudas’s hand, he sensed that Zudas had Rank 3 cultivation. Such a powerful warrior should be highly valued in the Northern Continent, so Li Gang found it suspicious that he was living in a remote village. He asked when Zudas had arrived, but Zudas refused to answer.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7j744wyyp6f5]Extracting Information by Using Chu You as Leverage
Li Gang needed information because his life was at risk, so he asked Chu You instead. When she remained silent, he grabbed her by the throat and pressed her against the wall, using her as leverage to force Zudas to respond. While touching her throat, Li Gang sensed something unexpected but hid his reaction.
Zudas became nervous and told him to release her. Li Gang tightened his grip and demanded an answer, forcing Zudas to admit that he had arrived eight months earlier.
Li Gang then asked whose orders Zudas had followed. Zudas stayed silent and looked at the hand holding Chu You while considering his options. Li Gang also assessed the situation and loosened his grip.
Li Gang next asked whether the princess had told Zudas anything. Zudas reacted with surprise and asked how Li Gang knew about the princess’s involvement. This reaction confirmed that Li Gang had uncovered a secret, although the excerpt does not fully explain how he deduced it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3i7rwgkiot1z]Using a Bluff to Establish Control
Li Gang let Chu You leave, and she looked to Zudas for permission before going. By releasing her, Li Gang could make Zudas feel that he was confident enough to control the situation without continuing to use Chu You as leverage. This helped create a deterrent and made Zudas more cautious.
It was a bluff: Li Gang was too weak to be certain he could defeat Zudas, and Zudas could potentially kill him. Li Gang wanted Zudas to believe that resisting him would be dangerous, giving him more control over their later interaction.
[bookmark: _heading=h.oasyn0qp8zdu]Identifying Chu You’s Natural Enchantment Body
Li Gang recognized that Chu You had a Natural Enchantment Body. From Lin Fan’s memories, he knew this constitution could improve a person’s cultivation talent, but exploiting it required becoming her partner and taking her virginity. Li Gang had no interest in doing so, but Zudas became more wary around him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mq4o1ch525vv]Inferring Jin Huang’s Involvement
Li Gang concluded that Jin Huang had arranged for Zudas and Chu You to be there. Around ten months earlier, he had met Jin Huang and told her he might need help in a future battle. He expected that he might fail to kill the two Monarchs and have to escape using Spatial Order while injured. Since he intended to conquer the Northern Continent anyway, the two Monarchs would remain obstacles.
Jin Huang knew the region, its terrain, and its inheritances better than Li Gang, making her a useful source of help. Zudas and Chu You were likely part of the contingency she had arranged. Li Gang could potentially use Zudas to help counter his enemies, while Chu You gave him leverage over Zudas.
Jin Huang likely predicted that Li Gang would pass through this area on his way toward Dongning. She could have used her knowledge of Li Gang’s memories and her information network to anticipate his route. The old woman who sheltered Li Gang, however, was an ordinary mortal and knew nothing about the larger schemes unfolding around her.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9ds8qi8ioths]The Forbidden Land and Jin Huang’s Deductions
[bookmark: _heading=h.u5zodonfwttt]How the Forbidden Land’s Formation Works
The Forbidden Land near the borders of the Wei, Shu, and Wu dynasties contains a formation created by the Elemental Emperor. Its original purpose was to nurture pills that could forcibly raise a warrior’s cultivation by two stages, at the cost of sacrificing their Spiritual Imprint.
The formation absorbs the souls of warriors who die within several miles and extracts their Spiritual Imprints. The Elemental Emperor built it using the Soul Order, but it continues to function even without the Order.
Master Huang and Master Lei modified the formation and connected it to Spatial Lock so they could preserve their souls even after death. This modification was probably beyond their own abilities, suggesting that someone more powerful was involved. Several Northern Continent strategists, including Lao Zhang, Guo Chen, and Jin Huang, knew about the formation.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5ts8jvcii2or]Why Jin Huang Suspected an Emperor Was Involved
Jin Huang had read Li Gang’s memories and discovered that Huang and Lei might have a way to survive death. She suspected that Emperors were involved. She also warned Li Gang that Rank 9, the Emperor realm, does not exist in ordinary cultivation worlds and is found only in the Divine Spirit World.
Jin Huang had personally visited the Forbidden Land and obtained the Heavenly Lotus, which was created by the Elemental Emperor. This gave her knowledge of its history and secrets.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fg17spvk0t9p]Why Li Gang’s Attack on Shu Seemed Suspicious
Jin Huang found Li Gang’s attack on the Shu Dynasty suspicious because the only open battlefield route passed within the range of the Forbidden Land’s formation. She wondered whether this was a coincidence or whether someone had deliberately arranged the situation.
She considered two possibilities. First, Li Gang might have deliberately chosen to fight Shu to lure out the Rank 8 warriors and exploit their method of surviving death. However, he should not have known about the Elemental Emperor’s plans, making this explanation difficult to accept. Second, whoever created the Forbidden Land might have placed it there because they already knew Li Gang would eventually fight in that location. Jin Huang considered this unlikely as well.
[bookmark: _heading=h.g6zt6hq21in6]Psychological Cues and the Possibility of Rebirth
While examining Li Gang’s memories, Jin Huang noticed a psychological cue directing him to attack Shu first and another cue referring to a warrior who had travelled back in time. The second cue seemed intended to help identify someone who had been reborn. From this, she inferred that time travel or rebirth was possible and that more than one person might have returned to the past.
Attacking Shu was already a strategically sensible decision for Li Gang, so the cue directing him there seemed unnecessary for his own plans. Jin Huang therefore suspected it was meant as a message to her, especially because Li Gang knew she could read his memories.
She reasoned that someone who had travelled back in time knew Li Gang would attack Shu and had arranged the Forbidden Land to capture him. She combined the possibilities and concluded that Li Gang chose Shu and that this somehow led to the Elemental Emperor placing the Forbidden Land there. Her conclusion was only partly correct.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8fu5vpe0k9ic]The Actual Explanation: The Timeless Demon God’s Knowledge
The deeper explanation reaches back to before the Divine Spirit World existed. The Timeless Demon God asked the Heavenly Dao for permission to modify fragments of it. To limit future changes, he modified the Little Heaven that governed the world so that it would suppress the Law of Unpredictability. This law does not work effectively in small worlds, but the suppression was not designed to last forever.
The actual explanation differed from Jin Huang’s theory in one important respect: rather than necessarily involving someone who was reborn and reset the timeline, the Timeless Demon God had seen the future and shared part of his memories with the Elemental Emperor, allowing him to prepare for it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5ygvjfun33rc]He Fan, the Laws, and the Future
[bookmark: _heading=h.5akxzmi167bx]He Fan’s Growth and the Laws of Balance and Unpredictability
After obtaining the fake inheritance, He Fan grew rapidly and developed extraordinary intelligence. As he gained influence, the suppression placed on Heavenly Dao began weakening, allowing anomalies to emerge. If the Law of Unpredictability had been fully active from the beginning, He Fan would never have gained the ability to foresee thousands of years into the future. The suppression also explains why Little Heaven introduced “protagonists” so late, after He Fan had already become influential. This delay was part of the Timeless Demon God’s calculations.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nmkd1uws5i0a]Why the Laws Began Pushing Events Forward
The Emperors had gained control over the world’s overall situation, disrupting its balance. The Law of Balance became active to counter them, and the Law of Unpredictability emerged as its byproduct. Although unpredictability caused the future to change, the Law of Balance simultaneously pushed major events forward because the world needed someone capable of keeping the Emperors in check.
As a result, the Creator was born prematurely. The Emperors, especially the Elemental Emperor, tried to ensure that major events still occurred naturally and did not deviate too far from the future they knew.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ht01kksyezqv]The Elemental Emperor’s Preparations
Several events still happened as the Timeless Demon God had predicted. Wang Xueyao killed Immortal Zhu again, although it happened sooner than in the previous timeline. Li Gang also attacked the Northern Continent and targeted the Shu Dynasty, just as before.
After receiving some of the Timeless Demon God’s memories, the Elemental Emperor made arrangements to preserve this future. For example, he had altered Shu’s terrain long ago so that it would be the most suitable dynasty for Li Gang to attack.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wy9blkv6vweb]How Knowing the Future Affects Unpredictability
Consider a guessing game in which A can travel back in time and already knows the answer, while B has yet to choose a number. B knows A might have returned from the future, so B tries to choose a number that even he would not normally consider. Yet B’s attempt to be unpredictable is itself part of the situation, and his choice may still match the answer A already knows. This illustrates how knowledge of the future can influence attempts to change it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.clxmwasi3ucs]Why Li Gang’s Early Decision Matters
In this situation, Li Gang is B, while the Elemental Emperor is like A. The Law of Unpredictability tries to make Li Gang choose differently from what the Elemental Emperor expects. However, both the Elemental Emperor and Li Gang can prepare in advance.
The Law itself has no mind and does not plan events long before they occur. Instead, it influences probabilities when a particular decision is approaching, such as by affecting someone’s thoughts if they hesitate or changing surrounding circumstances to encourage a different outcome.
For example, when Li Gang reaches the point of choosing which dynasty to attack, the Law might try to make Wu the most appealing target instead of Shu. But Li Gang had already decided to attack Shu long before entering the Northern Continent. Because his decision was made in advance, the Law could not easily redirect it when the relevant moment arrived.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2zx7nelwxkcq]How Time Reversal Works in This World
Time is not a separate dimension in this world. Only the present exists. What appears to be time reversal is actually a restructuring of the Heaven of Balance, returning the world and its inhabitants to an earlier state.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lwdm1njhcamp]Jin Huang’s Conclusions About the Previous Timeline
Jin Huang inferred that the current timeline had already been reset once. In the original timeline, Li Gang apparently knew someone would reset the world, so he planted a psychological cue instructing himself to attack Shu. By deciding in advance, he could avoid having the Law of Unpredictability redirect his choice later.
Jin Huang suspected that the person responsible for the reset was an Emperor, given the scale of the preparations. This person had supposedly created the Forbidden Land, prepared the Heavenly Lotus, and devised a way to gather a powerful force from numerous Rank 4 and stronger warriors. Since an Emperor would understand the Law of Unpredictability, they must also have made other arrangements to ensure Li Gang still attacked Shu.
Under this theory, Li Gang’s psychological cue would have been unnecessary unless he deliberately planted it to help Jin Huang understand what had happened. Her conclusion was close to the truth, but the actual explanation differed: the Timeless Demon God had seen the future and shared part of his memories with the Elemental Emperor, allowing him to prepare for it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.877r6v9hfce3]Why Jin Huang Left Herself Psychological Cues
Jin Huang reached these conclusions after reading Li Gang’s memories. Since she could not preserve those memories directly, she planted psychological cues in her own mind to retain the important deductions.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9ob6ex641ovx]Predicting Li Gang’s Destination
Jin Huang then predicted where Li Gang would go after fighting the Shu Dynasty. Both Monarchs had prepared ways to survive his attacks, so the battle would be difficult. However, she had already seen part of Li Gang’s plan and had indirectly invited him to her Secret Cabin, whose location only she knew.
She also understood that if an Emperor was involved, Li Gang’s location could not remain hidden while he possessed the Spatial Order. All Orders had been wielded by Emperors in their respective eras, making the Spatial Order a potential way to track him. Jin Huang knew Li Gang was capable enough to realize this and would likely discard it before fleeing west from her cabin.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nc6vivea7nzf]Why Dongning Was the Most Likely Destination
Jin Huang’s cabin was in the eastern part of the Golden Crow Kingdom, near a province bordering Dongning to the west. She expected Dongning to be Li Gang’s best option. Hiding in an isolated area would be dangerous because the mountainous region contained many mountain beasts, and his severe injuries left him unable to take unnecessary risks. Dongning offered more room to move and recover.
Jin Huang therefore placed Zudas, a young and trusted subordinate, in a village on Dongning’s outskirts, near the provincial border. After studying the map, she concluded that an injured Li Gang travelling toward Dongning would likely pass through that village to heal. She also expected him to realize after the battle that something about the situation was wrong.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1tsyg8l2glc0]Why the Elemental Emperor’s Predictions Started Failing
Jin Huang believed the Emperor would not intervene directly. Nevertheless, if an Emperor was involved, Li Gang’s location could be discovered almost immediately while he possessed the Spatial Order. Up to that point, events had unfolded as the Elemental Emperor expected.
However, Li Gang and Jin Huang’s meeting changed the course of events. Although they had also met in the future the Elemental Emperor foresaw, several important details differed. In that future, Li Gang had not planted a psychological cue to alert Jin Huang. She had also obtained the Heavenly Lotus under ideal circumstances during her journey, rather than finding it in the Forbidden Land prepared by the Elemental Emperor.
After reading Li Gang’s memories in that future, Jin Huang had not married Ji Changchen. Instead, she had remained hidden and made her own plans. In the current timeline, she left the Northern Continent, travelled to the Central Continent, arranged her meeting with Ji Changchen, and became his wife. The Elemental Emperor had not anticipated this change.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qaih65wo4opo]Why Jin Huang Sent Chu You With Zudas
Jin Huang knew that meeting Zudas could give Li Gang a way to delay his immediate predicament. She deliberately sent Chu You with Zudas because she understood Zudas’s personality and believed that Li Gang, while severely injured, might struggle to control him without exploiting a weakness.
Chu You was Zudas’s childhood sweetheart and therefore his emotional vulnerability. Jin Huang expected Li Gang could use her as leverage to make Zudas cooperate. The old woman who sheltered Li Gang, meanwhile, was an ordinary mortal who knew nothing about the larger schemes unfolding around her.
[bookmark: _heading=h.76x5pmohsrk1]Royal Palace, Wei Dynasty
[bookmark: _heading=h.2jrrwqcogbod]Ming Du’s Arrival and Wei Han’s Secret Request for Help
Ming Du, a Rank 7 Poison Master, arrived at the Wei royal palace with Wei Han personally accompanying him. Despite being Rank 7, his status rivalled that of a Rank 8 Warrior because Advanced Poison Masters were extremely rare. Wu Dynasty advisor Gu Chen was also present.
After capturing Li Gang and discovering that his warriors had been poisoned, Wei Han secretly sent a letter to the Wu Dynasty requesting emergency assistance. Although Li Gang had destroyed their communication talisman to isolate Wei from outside help, Wei Han managed to send the message without Li Gang’s knowledge.
Wei Han had never genuinely intended to cooperate with Li Gang. He only agreed to Li Gang’s demands on the surface, pretending to be helpless while waiting for an opportunity to betray him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.egd4l2ptvtwt]The Monarchs’ Alliance with Wu and Shu
Li Gang had not expected the Shu Dynasty to send five million warriors because the situation between the Wu, Shu, and Wei Dynasties was unclear. The two Monarchs had secretly established a tacit alliance with Wu and Shu, promising to help unify the Northern Continent. However, they could support only one dynasty, and they had chosen Wu.
The Monarchs allowed Shu to send five million troops into the battle against Wei because they wanted to weaken Shu while helping Wu gain an advantage. The arrangement benefited each side: the Monarchs needed Wu’s cooperation to track Li Gang and corner him at critical moments, while Wu needed their assistance to unify the Northern Continent despite Li Gang’s interference.
Neither side could afford to abandon the other completely. Without the Monarchs, Wu would struggle to unify the continent, while the Monarchs would lose Wu’s help in locating Li Gang.
The Monarchs also arranged for a Rank 7 Poison Master to treat Wei’s poisoned warriors, but deliberately waited until the battle between Wei and Shu had ended before sending assistance.
[bookmark: _heading=h.e6hs3dmbjwnx]Outskirts of Dongning, Golden Crow Dynasty
[bookmark: _heading=h.ds1tpo6iujk4]Evaluating Who Might Be Tracking Him
Li Gang considered two possibilities: either the enemy had placed a tracking mark directly on his body, or his location became known whenever one of the Monarchs awakened and took control of him.
If his body had been permanently marked, Li Gang needed to determine which faction had sent warriors after him. He considered the Golden Crow Dynasty, Wu Dynasty, Shu Dynasty, Wei Dynasty, and the Monarchs’ private forces.
He considered the Golden Crow Dynasty the least likely source, but could not rule it out. If a Monarch could take over his body, it might also be possible for one to possess his allies, Shi Tian or Jin Long, while the other occupied Li Gang. This would mean that his allies might also be compromised.
The timing gave him a way to assess the possibilities. If the Golden Crow Dynasty had sent warriors, they would likely need four to five days to organize the operation carefully without alerting Li Gang’s main body, followed by another one or two days to reach the settlement. This could explain why they had not caught up with him and why the detection formation at Jin Huang’s cabin had not been triggered.
The Wu Dynasty was much farther away. Even with preparations in place, it would take at least a day to begin the journey because the Monarch would need time to plant a tracking element on Li Gang after awakening inside him. Travelling to Jin Huang’s cabin on a good Spiritual Beast would then take another six to seven days.
Li Gang considered the Shu Dynasty unlikely to be responsible, but its travel time would be similar to Wu’s if it were involved.
After comparing the possibilities, he realized that none could be ruled out. The second theory—his location being revealed when a Monarch took control—would involve similar delays, but the pursuers would head to Jin Huang’s cabin first rather than directly pursue him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qtb4df3du0f6]Making Zudas His Pawn
Li Gang decided to use Zudas to help him counter his enemies and pursue his larger goal of unifying the Northern Continent. He explained his plan, but Zudas immediately refused, saying he would not leave Chu You.
Li Gang challenged him by pointing out that Zudas admired Jin Huang, yet she had sent him to a remote village that Li Gang would likely pass through on his way to Dongning. Li Gang argued that Jin Huang would not have arranged this without a reason.
Zudas fell silent. From his experience serving Jin Huang, he knew she was difficult to understand and seemed to anticipate events far in advance. Although he did not know her exact intentions this time, he accepted Li Gang’s decision after considering the possibility that Jin Huang had deliberately arranged their meeting.
Li Gang promised to keep Chu You safe but deliberately ordered Zudas to leave alone. If Zudas had been allowed to leave with Chu You, he might have escaped and refused to return. Keeping Chu You behind gave Li Gang leverage to ensure Zudas obeyed his instructions.
[bookmark: _heading=h.meg8r34p61t3]Discovering the Soul-Parasitism Method in Lin Fan’s Memories
After Zudas left, Li Gang began processing Lin Fan’s memories more thoroughly. When he first obtained them, the information was encrypted, meaning he could not access everything until he processed it and made it his own. He had concentrated on immediately useful information, particularly the understanding of the elements.
He Fan had tampered with Lin Fan’s memories and left behind various pieces of information. Because Li Gang had not processed most of them, he had failed to discover that his body could be taken over through soul-based techniques.
He now examined the information related to souls and discovered a method for parasitizing his body. This helped him understand how the Monarchs might be controlling him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1ru0mbdsf8m7]The Three Phases of Soul Parasitism
Phase One — Temporary Control: A soul could temporarily take control of a host’s body, with the duration depending on its Soul Power. Control could last up to two days, or as long as five days at the cost of limiting the next takeover to one day for several cycles. The gap between takeovers was roughly one day.
These timings were not fixed rules stated in the memories. Li Gang inferred them by comparing the intervals between the two Monarchs’ actions.
He now understood why the Monarch inside him had allowed him to regain consciousness instead of suppressing his soul completely: the parasite’s control had limits. However, this also meant escaping would be extremely difficult.
Li Gang further realized that only one person could parasitize his body at a time. He believed one Monarch was occupying him while the other had likely taken over Shi Tian, whose cultivation was lower than Jin Long’s and might therefore make his body easier to control.
Phase Two — Access to the Host’s Memories: The parasite begins gaining access to parts of the host’s memories, strengthening its control and making resistance more difficult.
Phase Three — Complete Control: The parasite gains complete control over both the host’s memories and body. According to Lin Fan’s memories, there was no known way to stop the process once it began unless the parasite voluntarily left the host and sacrifice his life to allow the host to live. Phase 3 lasts for 1 day, once this phase 3 passes, parasite becomes host and host dies.
This discovery showed Li Gang that the danger was not limited to enemies tracking him from outside. A Monarch could be progressing toward complete control of his body from within.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kkhfx1y46q05]The Enemy Arrives
[bookmark: _heading=h.rvl0iwc5q3mw]Chen Wang Reaches the Settlement
Two hours later, several black-robed warriors arrived near the settlement at night. Their leader, Chen Wang, was about to enter when he heard a sound nearby. He turned and saw Li Gang sitting on a small rock in a meditative posture.
Li Gang greeted them with a smile, saying that he had been waiting for them. He also remarked that it was surprising they had visited Jin Huang’s cabin before coming to the settlement.
[bookmark: _heading=h.w33sjm3ghkt1]Realizing the Monarchs Had Warned Them in Advance
Li Gang’s calculations suggested that the warriors should not have visited Jin Huang’s cabin first. Under either of his theories about how his location was being exposed, they should have learned where he was before reaching the cabin.
Even if the Monarch inside him had awakened and issued instructions before the warriors began moving, Li Gang believed their route should have been different. Yet Chen Wang had clearly come from the direction of Jin Huang’s cabin, and the detection formation there had not been triggered.
Li Gang therefore suspected that the Monarch had warned the search party in advance and told them how to avoid the formation. This explained how Chen Wang could visit the cabin without triggering the trap and then arrive at Li Gang’s location.
Li Gang concluded that the two Monarchs were more calculating than he had anticipated.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4lld0l3kmfz2]22nd February, 16th Year of the Great Emperor Era — Jinyang City
[bookmark: _heading=h.h3y9vgb1pl5b]Master Lei Alters the Imperial Decree
· Shi Tian, disguised as Master Lei, secretly altered Jin Long’s decree to House Yin.
· The original decree ordered House Yin to prepare its finest Marine Warriors to attack Shu from the Eastern Sea. Master Lei added that once the warriors entered Shu territory, they must obey commanders appointed by him.
· Purpose: Gain control over House Yin’s military without directly manipulating the forces Jin Long was monitoring.
· Master Lei was willing to risk discovery because he did not recognize Jin Long’s authority and believed he could escape if exposed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4i4djwskqm0m]Master Lei Plans to Weaken Golden Crow and Strengthen Wu
· Golden Crow was the strongest military power in the Northern Continent, while Shu had been devastated by recent defeats. Wu remained strong but faced the threat of Golden Crow expanding into its territory.
· Master Lei wanted to strengthen Wu while reducing Golden Crow’s military power.
· House Yin was ideal for his plan because it guarded Golden Crow’s northern seas, specialized in Wind- and Water-type techniques, and sent relatively few reports to the Emperor. At the same time, he was taking identity of General and if he makes a suspicious moves about soldiers under him, he may create enmity with Jin Long or make him suspect him. Jin Long is already a Rank 7 Warrior, so his intelligence is not to be underestimated.
· He arranged for House Yin to send most of its warriors to a ship scheduled to arrive three days later, on 25th February. They were instructed to follow the orders of the person waiting aboard.
· Scheme: Once the warriors entered the Ship to travel to Shu Dynasty to attack, Master Lei’s appointed commanders would control their deployment, potentially diverting Golden Crow’s military strength away from its own defence.
· Situation of Shu Dynasty: Due to the battle of Maze of Death, Shu Dynasty was extremely weakened. They had created fortress around them, and anyone who wants to break that fortress have to bleed a lot of their manpower. But the weakness of this fortress is, it is near coastal region, and it can be attacked from behind, through Marine attacks.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7iooxyqbrgaf]22nd February, 16th Year of the Great Emperor Era — Master Lei’s Plans Concerning the Former Princes
[bookmark: _heading=h.vjpdyjz2ysk7]Master Lei Suspects the Former Princes Are Rebuilding Their Forces
· Master Lei learned that Jin Long had ascended to the throne with Jin Huang’s assistance. She had eliminated rival princes or stripped them of their nobility and reduced them to commoners.
· Master Lei reasoned that former princes would not easily abandon their ambitions after losing their status. He suspected they were secretly rebuilding their forces.
· He believed Jin Bo might know where the other former princes were hiding.
· Purpose: Recruit the former princes and use their resentment to create an internal rebellion against Golden Crow.
· Key info - Jin Long ascended to throne via Jin Huang’s scheme. She eliminated all the competitors eyeing for throne by either killing them or reducing them to commoners, in a way that no one could trace what happened back then. They could only speculate. So those princes have lot of resentments against Jin Long and Jin Huang. Only Prince Jin Bo escaped that predicament since he wasn’t up for Throne, but his brother was killed by Jin Huang.
[bookmark: _heading=h.t00pey8vxvc]Master Lei Plans to Exploit Jin Bo’s Resentment
· Jin Bo, brother of Jin Han, retained his noble status and lived in Baihua Prefecture.
· He resented Jin Huang and Jin Long. Jin Han had been secretly killed by Jin Huang, and Jin Bo suspected her involvement.
· Jin Bo had spent years secretly building his forces and waiting for an opportunity to act.
· Master Lei intended to use Jin Bo’s ambitions and resentment to assemble a rebel army.
· Overall strategy: Weaken Golden Crow from two directions—divert House Yin’s military strength and encourage rebellion among the former princes.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kbdqltyz7qci]Jin Huang May Had Expected Rebellion
· Master Lei had evidence that Jin Huang secretly visited Nanyu City but could not determine the purpose of her visits.
· In reality, she travelled through Nanyu into Shanluo City, where her secluded cabin was located. The former princes were gathering in Qingyun Valley, east of Shanluo, while Jin Bo lived in Baihua Prefecture to the north.
· The cabin allowed Jin Huang to monitor both groups.
· Jin Huang had actually already expected rebellions. That’s why she chose Shanluo City as resting place. Indirectly, this is important, because Huang couldn’t leave far away due to the injuries Li Gang had sustained (Huang is in Li Gang’s body). Therefore, if someone searches places around Shanluo City, they have higher chances of finding Li Gang.
· Master Lei wouldn’t have to travel far in order to search for Li Gang, while using Jin Bo’s men, thus it would reduce any suspicion brought by Jin Bo sending his manpower to different places. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.4desbrpos1ze]22nd February, 16th Year of the Great Emperor Era — Outskirts of Nanyu City
[bookmark: _heading=h.2xiaz5lltdsl]Li Gang Deliberately Limits His Recovery
· Li Gang used Rank 5 Vitality Pills to heal while Chen Wang watched.
· He deliberately avoided higher-ranking pills. He needed to survive because Huang was parasitizing his body, but he could not recover enough to use the treasure within him that granted immense combat strength.
· Chen Wang would not allow him to recover to that point.
· Li Gang’s limited recovery is deliberate. He is maintaining his survival while remaining within the restrictions imposed on him. There is another layer to it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mhe1e9wruqfe]24th February, 16th Year of the Great Emperor Era — Outside Baihua Prefecture
[bookmark: _heading=h.yw30l2k5he0k]Chu You Gains Jin Bo’s Attention
· Chu You knelt outside Baihua Prefecture for an entire day before fainting from exhaustion.
· Jin Bo was impressed that she had persisted despite her physical limits. He considered her determination a sign of talent and ordered his guards to bring her inside.
· Several hours later, Chu You awoke. She respectfully greeted Jin Bo, who helped her remain on the bed and asked her name.
· She identified herself as Chu You. She was sent by Li Gang.
· Chu You was summoned to Jin Bo’s residence where she declared that she had come to help him obtain revenge. (A stupid move, you can’t speak of rebellion in public)
· Jin Bo immediately treated her words as dangerous insolence and ordered her to receive one hundred lashes.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mok6epnh7ntw]25th February, 16th Year of the Great Emperor Era — Beihua Prefecture
[bookmark: _heading=h.2bjndoxapjor]1. Chu You Becomes the Middleman in a Plot Against Jin Long
· On 25th February, he summoned her again, this time dismissing the guards so they could speak privately. He gave her another chance to explain her intentions.
· Despite her fear and the previous punishment, Chu You repeated that she wanted to help him take down Emperor Jin Long.
· Jin Bo recognized that Chu You was probably only a middleman being used by someone else. He understood that the person behind her had likely forced her to cooperate, but he also recognized that this person had a good eye for talent.
· Chu You admitted that someone had instructed her to approach Jin Bo, but she did not know his identity. She revealed that the person had taken someone away, implying that someone close to her was being held as leverage.
· In fact, Li Gang played both ways. He made Zudas work for him using Chu You as leverage, at the same time, he made Chu You work for him using Zudas as leverage. In reality, Li Gang couldn’t threaten any of them (pure bluff), since he himself was going to be cornered.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7pgzyk1tbgdg]2. Master Lei's Planned Letter and the Rebellion
· Chu You told Jin Bo that General Shi Tian would send him a letter within a few days, offering him her worth.
· This immediately caught Jin Bo's attention because he believed Shi Tian was completely loyal to Jin Long. Shi Tian had even taught Princess Jin Huang when she was younger.
· Chu You explained that Shi Tian was supposedly playing both sides: remaining associated with Jin Long while also cooperating with the Wu Dynasty.
· According to her explanation, Shi Tian would:
· Take control of House Yin's warriors through the planned military operation.
· Create an opportunity for Jin Bo and the other hidden princes to rebel.
· Hold Jin Long back at a crucial moment.
· Help the former princes seize the Royal Palace together.
· Scheme: The plan combines military manipulation with an internal coup. House Yin's warriors would be redirected to Shu Dynasty, Jin Long would be obstructed, and Jin Bo's faction would attack the Royal Palace while the kingdom was vulnerable.
· Jin Bo did not immediately accept the proposal. He wondered who was really behind Chu You and recognized that the apparent offer from Shi Tian might be part of a larger arrangement.
What if this entire arrangement failed and Shi Tian didn’t send any letter? Check the below image.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _heading=h.i7w9x0pb75h2]The Intended Third-Party Attack by Wu Dynasty
· Chu You further explained that after Golden Crow and its opponents had exhausted themselves in battle, the Wu Dynasty would launch a third-party attack and attempt to take over Golden Crow.
· Shu Dynasty had been weakened but had established a heavily defended fortress. Capturing it directly would cost enormous manpower.
· Attacking Shu from behind would be more effective, but doing so required a large naval force. Any dynasty committing its marine forces would expose itself to a counterattack from another naval power.
· Wei Dynasty lacked sufficient marine forces to play this role.
· Golden Crow had stronger naval forces than Wu, making Jin Long confident that he could conquer Shu before Wu could exploit the resulting weakness.
· This explains why Jin Long had personally delivered the imperial decree to House Yin through Shi Tian: the marine forces were essential to the campaign. He wants to secretly sent away House Yin Warriors to attack Shu Dynasty, but the moment House Yin warriors leave, Shi Tian (now Master Lei) would leak this to Wu Dynasty who would attack the Northern Coastal region through his won Marine attack (they would attack House Yin, and without House Yin warriors, the entire coast would be vulnerable)
· At the same time, Wu Dynasty would also attack Golden Crow at the border with military support of Wei Dynasty, cornering them even further.
· The crucial timing is that the rebellion and Wu's attack must occur when Golden Crow's forces are committed elsewhere and cannot respond effectively.
[bookmark: _heading=h.s1qygylqkr1t]25th February, 16th Year of the Great Emperor Era — Li Gang's Deductions
[bookmark: _heading=h.p0vtf1b83rwb]Li Gang Understands Why Shu Sent Five Million Warriors
· Li Gang had previously struggled to understand why Shu Dynasty sent five million warriors into the conflict.
· After realizing that the Rank 8 Warrior Huang was occupying his body and understanding more of the Monarchs' plans, he reconsidered the political and military developments.
· Huang and Lei were primarily targeting Li Gang and using the Wu and Shu Dynasties as tools. Although they cooperated with both on the surface, they could only genuinely support one dynasty.
· Behind the scenes, they had already chosen Wu.
· Implication: Shu's involvement was not necessarily evidence that the Monarchs intended to help Shu win. Shu was being used as part of a larger strategy to benefit Wu and weaken its rivals.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tuzpestd6kqc]Why Lao Zhang Had to Be Killed
· The Monarchs arranged for Lao Zhang to be killed because he was a key strategist who could potentially overturn their plans if left alive.
· Removing him reduced the chance that Shu would discover or counter the larger scheme.
[bookmark: _heading=h.t68k9skq7c4i]The Monarchs' Contingency Plan in Case They Died
· The Monarchs' initial plan was to kill Li Gang. They had not originally intended to sacrifice themselves.
· However, they had prepared for the possibility that they might die. As Monarchs, they had considered the worst-case scenario before committing to the operation.
· If they survived, they could continue pursuing their original objectives. If they died, they could attach themselves to Li Gang and use the resulting situation to maintain their plans.
· Shu would still be severely weakened, and that weakness could be used as leverage to continue cooperating with Wu.
· Important distinction: Their deaths were not the original objective. The contingency plan ensured that even if the operation failed in that respect, the damage to Shu and the strategic advantage for Wu could remain useful.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tphp5n2087xa]Guo Chen Knows the Monarchs Are Still Alive
· Guo Chen knew that the Monarchs were still alive because Lei had discussed future plans with him before entering the battlefield.
· Those plans included helping Guo Chen conquer Golden Crow.
· The arrangement served as a signal: if the first stage of the plan proceeded successfully, Guo Chen could infer that Lei had survived and was continuing to assist him behind the scenes.
· Foreshadowing: The planned conquest of Golden Crow is part of a wider alliance, not merely an isolated rebellion by Jin Bo. Guo Chen's knowledge of the future plan also gives him a way to judge whether Lei is still active.
[bookmark: _heading=h.rv9x7t3u15g6]25th February, 16th Year of the Great Emperor Era — Outskirts of Nanyu City
[bookmark: _heading=h.u25pn7bdbdz9]Li Gang Awakens and Realizes the Plans Are Moving Forward
· Li Gang regained consciousness and asked Chen Wang how much time had passed.
· Chen Wang told him that only three days had passed and that it was now 25th February.
· Li Gang immediately realized that the other parties had begun putting their plans into motion.
· Chronological connection: This date coincides with the planned arrival of the ship connected to Master Lei's operation involving House Yin. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.8u9kq7m63xjs]Li Gang Tries to Negotiate
· Li Gang told Chen Wang that his master was in danger and pointed out that Master Lei and Uncle Huang had become enemies.
· During the preceding days, Huang had occasionally emerged and taken control of Li Gang's body. Through his conversations with Chen Wang, Li Gang learned that the person occupying him was Master Huang.
· Li Gang believed Master Lei would seek revenge because Li Gang had destroyed his ancestral legacy. He also reasoned that Lei would blame Huang because Huang's illegitimate son, Huang Shu, had caused the events that led to the destruction.
· Li Gang therefore proposed that he and Master Lei could cooperate to eliminate Huang.
· Scheme: Li Gang was attempting to exploit the conflict between the two powerful Warriors to persuade Chen Wang to help him communicate or negotiate with Master Huang.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vyxakqhxn04b]Why Li Gang Needs a Third Party
· Li Gang understood that he could not directly convince Huang to leave his body. Huang wanted to take over the body completely and disappear from the continent, gradually rebuilding his strength.
· Huang did not intend to confront Lei immediately. He preferred to avoid attracting attention and would only consider fighting Lei if Lei made the first move.
· Li Gang could not simply threaten Huang with information or leverage.
· First, Li Gang can’t directly communicate with Huang, so he needs someone third party to establish control. 
· Second, Huang can not be threatened even if Li Gang had leverage. Li Gang massacred his entire family, so Huang has immense resentment against Li Gang. Even if Li Gang has his descendant as leverage, Huang wouldn’t trust that if he sacrifice his own life, Li Gang would allow his descendant to live. 
· Third, Huang has alternative, once he takes over Li Gang’s body, he can protect his descendant since at that time he would have memories of Li Gang too. However, at this point, Huang isn’t aware that his son and daughter are alive.
· For first reason, Li Gang needed someone like Chen Wang to help establish communication and create a chance for negotiation. Li Gang's earlier decision to get himself captured was deliberate: he needed access to a third party who could potentially reach Huang.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1oxv88bhg7sw]Li Gang Uses Family Ties as Leverage
· Li Gang told Chen Wang that Huang was his elder and claimed he would not harm him because they were family.
· Chen Wang was not persuaded and scoffed at the claim.
· Li Gang then mentioned that his brother was married to Huang Ling, one of the top geniuses of the current generation from the Shadow Phoenix Sect. He suggested that his brother’s wife might be Huang's only remaining blood relative.
· This surprised Chen Wang, although he quickly regained his composure and decided he would not believe Li Gang without consulting Master Huang.
· Scheme: Li Gang was trying to give Huang a personal reason to negotiate rather than treat him purely as an enemy. By invoking family connections, he hoped to make further negotiations easier.
[bookmark: _heading=h.80woy07ea0wc]Why Li Gang Cannot Pretend to Be Master Huang
· Li Gang considered whether he could deceive Chen Wang by pretending to be Huang—for example, by feigning unconsciousness and then waking up while acting as though Huang had taken control.
· He rejected the idea because Huang was a Rank 8 Warrior and would almost certainly have anticipated such deception.
· Huang could have already established identity checks with Chen Wang, such as specifying when he would awaken after each loss of consciousness or providing code words to verify that it was really him.
· Conclusion: Li Gang understood that a simple impersonation would not work against someone as powerful and cautious as Huang. He needed a genuine opportunity to communicate or negotiate, not a crude trick.
[bookmark: _heading=h.rc2nccqvxzt0]26th February — Outskirts of Nanyu City
[bookmark: _heading=h.eb5znxnwfpy0]Li Gang Realizes Chen Wang Has Received New Information
· A disciple delivered a brief message to Chen Wang. Li Gang noticed the message was short and guessed that someone had appeared at a particular location.
· When Li Gang asked whether someone had shown up, Chen Wang's pupils contracted, confirming that Li Gang's guess had struck a nerve.
· Li Gang again proposed that they cooperate, but Chen Wang refused. Chen Wang still had the advantage and was unwilling to give Li Gang any opportunity to manipulate him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fbv2cv37u79c]The Spatial Order Was Never Safe
· Initially, Li Gang believed Huang had placed a tracking method on the Spatial Order, so he discarded it.
· He later realized that Huang had deliberately manipulated him into giving it up. Keeping the Spatial Order would have given Li Gang more options and greater freedom to escape.
· Li Gang had previously assumed Huang would not risk discarding the Spatial Order himself because he might not know whether Li Gang had formed a connection with it. Such a connection could potentially be used to trace its location in either direction.
· After discovering that Huang, rather than Lei, was occupying his body, Li Gang understood the deeper purpose behind the manipulation.
· The Spatial Order really did contain a tracking method. Huang's objective was not merely to make Li Gang abandon a potentially compromised item; he wanted Li Gang to sever his connection to it before Lei could exploit it. Huang had expected Lei would track him through Spatial Order, so he manipulated Li Gang into throwing it away.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2vjv46yae61w]Why Huang's Warriors Visited Jin Huang's Cabin First
· When Chen Wang's group came to capture Li Gang, they approached from the direction of Jin Huang's cabin.
· Li Gang's earlier calculations suggested they should have gone directly toward Dongning City, where he was most likely to flee after throwing the Spatial Order.
· Instead, Huang sent his Warriors to the cabin first. Li Gang now understood that they had two objectives:
· Search the cabin's surroundings for the Spatial Order.
· Leave a hidden Warrior nearby to report if anyone appeared.
· The hidden Warrior was not necessarily told where Huang himself was hiding. This allowed the informant to monitor the area without knowing the location of the person he was helping (helpful in case Lei found this Warrior, in this case he wouldn’t be able to reveal Huang’s location to Lei)
· Li Gang believed Huang's Warriors had failed to recover the Spatial Order because he had thrown it into a vast lake. A Rank 5 Warrior would have struggled to find it in such a large body of water, whereas a Rank 7 Warrior might have been able to pinpoint it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gvfjz1cdnxfz]Lei Had Also Placed a Tracking Method on the Spatial Order
· The tracking arrangement was not exclusive to Huang. Lei had also placed a means of tracking the Spatial Order long before the battle between Wei and Shu.
· Lei and Huang had previously agreed to cooperate, but Lei had not immediately arranged to send Warriors after Li Gang. He had left a tracking method on the Spatial Order, which would reveal Li Gang's location once he teleported away from the battlefield.
· When Li Gang left the battlefield (after Maze of Death conclusion), both Huang's and Lei's Warriors received information about his destination and began moving toward it.
· However, Lei needed more time to organize a pursuit without attracting Jin Long's attention. He prioritized his plans involving House Yin instead of immediately pursuing Li Gang.
· Li Gang had overestimated Lei's ability to track him, assuming Lei would arrive within six or seven days because of his desire for revenge and his former Rank 8 strength.
· The tracking mechanism was part of a much older arrangement. Both Monarchs could locate Li Gang, but their priorities and circumstances determined when they would act on that information. Lei had expected that Huang would re-position himself, so going immediately wouldn’t change anything. So he prepared properly first.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ffpn9jhgmj31]The Secret Agreement That Prevented Lei From Pursuing Li Gang Immediately
· Lei’s Warriors could not simply buy flying Spiritual Beasts and come after Li Gang without risking the cooperation agreement.
· Huang had arranged for Guo Chen and Lao Zhang to monitor all flying Spiritual Beast markets and prevent any such beasts from being sold for an entire year. This was how he decided to cooperate with Lei to attack Li Gang in the Maze of Death arc. (This cooperation happened about a year before the Maze of Death battle took place)
· This restriction meant Lei could not secretly acquire the transport necessary to pursue Li Gang quickly. He could not persuade Guo Chen and Lao Zhang to make an exception without revealing his plans.
· The arrangement had been made after Jin Huang left the Northern Continent. Its purpose was to prevent Lei from sending his Warriors after Li Gang before Huang had taken over Li Gang's body.
· Lei wanted revenge, while Huang coveted the treasure inside Li Gang. Their cooperation therefore depended on preventing either party from gaining an unfair head start.
· Scheme: Huang used control over the supply of flying Spiritual Beasts to delay Lei's pursuit, buying time to secure Li Gang's body and the treasure within it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tsy3vfefki73]Why Lei Chose Shi Tian Instead of Lao Zhang
· Both Lei and Huang had prepared for the possibility that they might die during the battle, although neither originally intended to sacrifice himself.
· Huang chose Li Gang's body because he wanted the treasure within it. Lei wanted revenge and therefore chose Shi Tian's body.
· Lei had initially considered taking over Lao Zhang, since he did not know that Jin Huang intended to make Golden Crow surrender. However, Shi Tian appeared at the right moment, so Lei changed his target and allowed Lao Zhang to be killed.
· Important distinction: Their plans to take over other bodies were contingency arrangements in case their original plan failed. Lei and Huang had not initially expected the appearance of Jin Long and Shi Tian.
[bookmark: _heading=h.aby51pu30o1f]Why Huang and Li Gang Could Not Simply Flee
· Li Gang believed Lei would eventually send Warriors to pursue Huang, but he also understood why Huang would not move around unnecessarily.
· Huang would not allow Li Gang to heal completely because he wanted to retain control of the body. Their limited mobility meant they could not travel far.
· Moving repeatedly would leave more traces and make it easier for Lei to locate them. The safer strategy was to cut off connections, remain hidden, and wait until Huang had secured control of Li Gang's body before attempting to escape.
· Huang also benefited from the fact that his subordinates (like Chen Wang) hiding place was near the borders of Golden Crow, Shu, and Wei, within Wu territory. They could reach the relevant area faster than Li Gang had calculated and kidnap Li Gang.
· Li Gang's earlier estimates were wrong because he had assumed the pursuers would need to travel from the main royal palace. Huang's forces were already positioned much closer.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fqpot7nxcbbu]Li Gang's Confidence Comes From Understanding the Larger Test
· Li Gang acknowledged that some of his calculations had been inaccurate, but he did not consider this a decisive problem.
· He believed the Elemental Emperor was testing him and trying to force him to reveal his real abilities. He also believed the Immortals would not allow him to die, meaning the situation should retain some room for him to maneuver (note that, this has nothing to do with scheme, since if he doesn’t have any method to act then he is dead anyway… but if he can use even slightest resource, then he would do so. Li Gang also considers what if Immortals do not want to protect him, he has tested it, and one of the conclusion was that they might not want to protect him now).
[bookmark: _heading=h.h60vfluon9uh]Li Gang Uses His Knowledge to Pressure Chen Wang
· Li Gang's question about the brief message was a deliberate hint. He wanted Chen Wang to realize that he knew about Lei's tracking arrangement and the hidden Warrior stationed near Jin Huang's cabin.
· Lei's Warriors had reached the cabin and were expected to retrieve or continue searching for the Spatial Order. They would also begin searching for signs of Huang.
· If Lei obtained the Spatial Order while Li Gang still maintained a connection to it, Lei could potentially use that connection to trace them back to their location.
· This explains why Huang needed Li Gang to discard the Spatial Order voluntarily: severing the connection would prevent Lei from using it to track their current position.
· Lei believed Huang and Li Gang would remain within a few dozen miles of the area. If he recovered the Spatial Order, his search would become considerably faster.
· Li Gang is revealing just enough knowledge to show Chen Wang that he understands the competing plans. He hopes this will make Chen Wang reconsider cooperating with him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.aere5phqve6q]Li Gang Predicts Lei Will Visit Jin Bo Personally
· Li Gang believed Lei would eventually come to the area himself rather than use the opportunity to command House Yin's warriors.
· He reasoned that Jin Long was decisive and would pursue Shu through the waterways because Golden Crow had the stronger naval forces.
· The operation involving House Yin would need to be handled by someone Jin Long trusted completely. Jin Long had previously brought Shi Tian to observe Li Gang's abilities during the battle between Wei and Shu, suggesting that Shi Tian was one of his most trusted people.
· Jin Long would therefore secretly deploy House Yin's Warriors under Shi Tian, then create a false identity or cover story that allowed Shi Tian to disappear without raising suspicion.
· Jin Long would have to be especially careful because spies might notice any sudden changes in Shi Tian's movements.
· However, Li Gang believed Lei would exploit the situation differently. Rather than leading House Yin, Lei would conceal himself and travel to Jin Bo to help lead the rebellion once the warriors had been moved away.
· Because Lei's identity and location were hidden, he could approach Jin Bo in disguise without alerting Jin Long.
· Master Lei's planned letter to Jin Bo, Chu You's approach to the prince, and the altered decree involving House Yin are all parts of the same larger operation. Li Gang anticipated Master Lei’s moves and sent Chu You earlier to cut off Lei’s opportunities. (Note, Prefecture Beihua where Jin Bo reside was closer from Li Gang’s location than Lei’s location, so Li Gang could send Chu You before Lei). Chu You’s location - Border of Dongning and Shanluo. Lei’s location - Jinyang (check map).
· By sending Chu You ahead of time, Li Gang ensured that Jin Bo would already have been contacted and introduced to the proposed rebellion before Lei could arrive.
· Strategic purpose: Li Gang was trying to use Jin Bo against Lei.
[bookmark: _heading=h.y5ndmfje6pa]26th February — Jinyang, Royal Palace
[bookmark: _heading=h.frz7bg2dne86]Jin Long Has Discovered Shi Tian Was Replaced
· Jin Long identifies inconsistencies in Shi Tian’s behavior: Shi Tian became unusually passive in strategic discussions, despite historically leading them and being highly skilled at formations and traps.
· Jin Long confirmed his suspicions when Shi Tian’s youngest son disappeared after being sent to his maternal family.
· Jin Long deduces that one Monarch has possessed Li Gang’s body and the other has possessed Shi Tian’s body. He suspects the Monarch controlling Shi Tian used his son as a hostage to control him.
· Jin Long identifies two possible weaknesses: the Monarchs may be unable to maintain control continuously, and the two Monarchs are enemies. He believes the Monarch possessing Shi Tian currently has the advantage. (Because he needed Shi Tian’s son as leverage, which implies first weakness, and he has obtained letter from Li Gang before targeting Shi Tian, so he believes they are on opposite side)
· Shang Chi questions this deduction, suggesting alternative explanations, but Jin Long believes the evidence—including the Monarchs’ suspiciously smooth deaths and the destruction of Shu’s 5 million forces with just 10 thousand—supports a larger conspiracy.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wtqk4p3vzhsg]Jin Long’s Hidden Surveillance
· Jin Long has secretly monitored Shi Tian and arranged for letters concerning him to pass through his hands.
· He deliberately gave Shi Tian a hidden identity and allowed him to lead House Yin away, despite receiving warnings that Shi Tian had betrayed Golden Crow.
· This was a calculated move: Jin Long wanted Huang, Lei, and Li Gang to remain uncertain about how much he knew, while he gained freedom to observe their reactions.
· Shang Chi, Jin Long’s childhood friend and a Rank 6 Peak Warrior, is one of the few people who knows Jin Long’s hidden operations and can act as his trusted agent.
[bookmark: _heading=h.a5p5bxmg6z4h]Why Li Gang Took Only Ten Thousand Warriors to Fight Shu
· Jin Long suspects Li Gang knew the battle’s outcome was effectively decided in advance and that the Monarchs had promised support to both sides despite being unable to fulfill both promises.
· The actual mechanism was Li Gang’s understanding of Huang and Lei’s plan: they needed time to complete a Space Lock Formation capable of trapping Spatial Order.
· Li Gang deliberately brought only ten thousand warriors, forcing Huang and Lei to sacrifice Shu’s soldiers to buy time. They had already poisoned Shu’s forces to weaken their cognition and ensure Li Gang remained on the battlefield.
· The Monarchs’ agreement with Guo Chen also required weakening Shu. Shu’s soldiers’ deaths therefore served the Monarchs’ larger scheme rather than being an unexpected consequence.
· Jin Long understands the broad betrayal but cannot determine exactly how Li Gang discovered the Monarchs’ intentions.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2xcnc9wnv0ut]The Two Secret Scrolls Were Both From Li Gang—but Not in the Same Sense
· Jin Long received two messages warning that Shi Tian had turned against Golden Crow. He attributes both to Li Gang, although their timing and purpose differ.
· First one sent by Huang when he was taking control of Li Gang’s body, Huang didn’t give any hint related to Body take over because it might have exposed the fact that he had taken over Li Gang’s body too. He was unaware of Jin Long’s stance for Li Gang, since Jin Long was ally of Li Gang in Maze of Death arc and was involved in killing him.
· Second one was sent by Li Gang after Lei left Jinyang (escaped control of Jin Long). Li Gang also hinted that Shi Tian’s body has been replaced.
· Huang’s warning came earlier and was intended to create trouble around Shi Tian. Li Gang’s later message hinted that Shi Tian had been replaced, giving Jin Long stronger grounds to suspect possession.
· Li Gang’s message arrived after Lei had departed, preventing Lei from intercepting it or being tested directly by Jin Long.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _heading=h.90q3mt3wnv2c]How Jin Long Manipulated Huang and Lei’s Information
This was Li Gang’s plan, he created information asymmetry for Huang and Lei by sending the letter “after” Lei had left Jinyang.
· Huang’s mistaken assumption: Huang sees Jin Long allowing Shi Tian to lead House Yin despite the warning. He may conclude the earlier letter was intercepted or that Jin Long still trusts Shi Tian. He believes Jin Long doesn’t know the conspiracy, when he actually does.
· Lei’s mistaken assumption: Lei believes his disguise and departure are proceeding as planned. He does not know Jin Long has placed him under surveillance or that the letters he monitored passed through Jin Long’s hands. He believes Jin Long isn’t involved in any of the plans, whether it’s Huang’s or his.
· Li Gang’s correct deduction: Li Gang sent his message after Lei had left, expecting Jin Long to become suspicious of Shi Tian and take precautions. Li Gang therefore understands that Jin Long has learned more about the Monarchs’ identities and plans.
· Jin Long successfully keeps Huang and Lei uncertain about what he knows, but Li Gang has correctly inferred Jin Long’s awareness. This gives Li Gang an information advantage despite his dangerous situation. Note - This entire tactic was planned by Li Gang when he gave instructions to Zudas.
[bookmark: _heading=h.li4oqiyq26se]Why Huang Did Not Send Another Warning
· Huang’s priority is taking over Li Gang’s body and escaping safely. His earlier letter was intended to trap Lei, but Lei escaped before Huang could achieve that goal.
· Sending another warning would not resolve Huang’s uncertainty: he cannot tell whether Jin Long ignored the first letter or Lei intercepted it.
· If Lei could intercept the letters, he could intercept another. If Jin Long had already read the warning and distrusted it, repeating the claim wouldn’t accomplish anything.
· Huang therefore has no reliable way to close the information gap, leaving Jin Long aware of more than Huang realizes.
[bookmark: _heading=h.23ehducl8wxd]26th February — Shanluo City, Golden Crow
[bookmark: _heading=h.5qechlp9mkij]Lei Recovers Spatial Order but Loses Li Gang’s Trail
· Lei finally obtains Spatial Order, but Li Gang has already severed its connection, preventing Lei from tracking him.
· Lei orders searches across all cities bordering Shanluo. He expects Li Gang may flee toward Dongning City, where political intrigue offers opportunities, but also considers the possibility of an inconspicuous destination.
· Huang chose Nanyu City precisely because its boundary with Shanluo is small and it is easy to overlook. Lei considers Nanyu but prioritizes Dongning, creating a delay Huang can exploit.
· Lei’s forces are limited. A thorough search could take at least a month and a half, potentially giving Huang enough time to take over Li Gang’s body completely. Once take over is complete, he can escape easily.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2w6ll3t6kjcv]Huang’s Body-Possession Strategy
· Huang has deliberately cut off his connection with Li Gang’s body rather than repeatedly taking control. This strengthens his eventual takeover and reduces the time needed to establish complete control.
· Normally, a parasitizing soul can control a host for one day before yielding control the next day. At the beginning, control can last up to two days, or up to five days if the soul is strong enough to force the extension.
· Rapidly switching control for brief intervals does not bypass this limitation. Taking over and stabilizing the connection requires time, and switching prematurely risks further soul injuries.
· By refusing to take control for now, Huang sacrifices awareness of outside events in exchange for strengthening his hold on Li Gang.
· Huang assumes Li Gang cannot meaningfully resist: suicide would be futile, and Huang expects to obtain Li Gang’s memories after taking over, allowing him to counter any schemes.
· Huang’s critical blind spot: He does not know that Li Gang already understands the rules and limitations of parasitizing a body. Huang believes his plan is nearly foolproof, but his confidence rests on incomplete information.
[bookmark: _heading=h.48vbw8ovag22]Lei’s Request to Guo Chen: Seal Golden Crow’s Escape Routes
· Lei asks Guo Chen to intensify military pressure along both the Golden Crow–Wu and Golden Crow–Shu borders, while deploying naval forces against Golden Crow’s northern shoreline. (note, this letter was sent when Lei first occupied Shi Tian’s body, but no one knew about it. At this time, Jin Long hadn’t suspected Lei yet and monitored him yet, so he could smoothly send the letters. But the letter took lot of time to reach the destination due to distance gap)
· The multi-front pressure is designed to cut off potential escape routes. If Lei controls the ports and border crossings, leaving Golden Crow becomes much harder.
· Lei and Huang had previously agreed with Guo Chen to restrict the use of Spiritual Beasts. Guo Chen interprets this agreement as evidence that the two Monarchs would eventually turn against each other.
[bookmark: _heading=h.zdz3h2da22m1]Lei’s Forbidden Land Discovery Strengthens Wu
· Lei discovered that a formation in the Forbidden Land could increase a Warrior’s battle strength at the cost of their Spiritual Imprint. Huang also discovered this ability but lacked the attainment of formation to exploit it.
· Lei gave the method to Guo Chen under an agreement allowing Lei to use the enhanced Warriors whenever needed, except against Wu itself.
· Guo Chen now possesses thirty Rank 4 Warriors, a substantial force given the scarcity of Rank 4 Warriors in the Northern Continent.
· Guo Chen expects the offensive to let Wu seize Golden Crow-occupied territory (south of Nanyu City, the region belonging to Shu Dynasty, check map) that originally belonged to Shu. This would place Wu in a position to pressure Shu from the north, west, and south.
· If Golden Crow attacks Shu from the east by sea, Wu can let the two dynasties weaken each other before attacking. With Wei’s support in south and internal conflict in Golden Crow, weekend Shu Dynasty, Guo Chen sees an opportunity to Unify Northern Continent.
· Guo Chen orders his forces to follow Lei’s instructions and tells Wei Han to prepare an army hidden near Shu’s border.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nlujdwt3th9h]Wu Meng’s Secret Control of Wei’s Southern Ports
· After Li Gang left to fight Shu (during Maze of Death arc), Wu Meng escaped and continued a covert operation Li Gang had arranged earlier: replacing port workers with trusted Demonic Faction subordinates and taking control of southern ports.
· Mo Tiancheng and many members of the Demonic Faction have been captured, while Wu Meng remains at large in disguise at a Wei seaport.
· Wei Han’s search is compromised because the local leaders near the ports are secretly Warriors loyal to Wu Meng. Wei Han does not know their allegiance, so his usual methods of bribery and intimidation cannot expose Wu Meng.
· Strategic significance: Li Gang wanted Wu Meng to take control of Huang and Lei’s descendants, without being aware of the importance of this action, to avoid any betrayal scenario.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bs7q63q9usah]28th February — Morning
[bookmark: _heading=h.mxr2ikixmy9k]Lei Suspects Jin Long May Have Discovered His Identity
· After escaping Jin Long’s surveillance, Lei still cannot determine whether Jin Long has discovered that Shi Tian has been replaced.
· Lei wonders whether Huang sent Jin Long another warning or exposed Lei’s location, but he has no way to confirm either possibility.
· Lei had reasoned that if Jin Long were monitoring him constantly, Jin Long would never let him leave his control so easily. He therefore treated his escape as evidence that he was not being watched—but this conclusion was mistaken.
· Lei cannot reliably test whether Jin Long intercepts his letters. Any encryption strong enough to resist a Rank 7 Warrior would also be suspicious if a Rank 4 subordinate could decode it.
· His only reliable option was to issue instructions before interacting with Jin Long, immediately after taking control of Shi Tian’s body. That way, even if Jin Long later became suspicious and began monitoring him, Lei would already have secured his goal.
[bookmark: _heading=h.posvabafzv2z]Lei’s Distrust of Shi Tian
· Lei no longer trusts Shi Tian and had already distrusted him before escaping Jin Long’s surveillance.
· Before resting, Lei always enclosed himself in a formation to prevent Shi Tian from acting against his interests while Lei was not in control.
· This reflects the instability of possession: Lei must rely on Shi Tian’s body while also protecting himself against the original host.
[bookmark: _heading=h.csh7eepyd8kj]28th February — Beihua Prefecture, Evening
[bookmark: _heading=h.rjrfybm697ry]Lei Tests Jin Bo’s Loyalty
· Lei confronts Jin Bo about Chu You, suspecting that Huang may have sent her to interfere with his plans.
· Jin Bo claims he had Chu You publicly executed because he distrusted her offer of help. In reality, he had arranged her staged death after receiving her warning that Lei might investigate her.
· Jin Bo maintains perfect composure, preventing Lei from detecting any obvious emotional reaction. Lei has no proof that Jin Bo is lying and provisionally accepts his explanation.
· Lei’s suspicion of Huang remains unresolved. He considers whether Huang is deliberately staying inactive to avoid exposing his plans, recognizing that deception is easier than detecting deception.
[bookmark: _heading=h.iazry8g74vs6]Jin Bo Learns Where Lei Is Searching
· Lei gives Jin Bo Li Gang’s portrait and asks him to search cities bordering Shanluo.
· Jin Bo questions to narrow down the search area to discover where Lei has already deployed his own Warriors.
· Lei reveals that his trusted Warriors are searching Dongning City, so Jin Bo is instructed to search Beihua Prefecture first and then the city east of Shanluo.
· Jin Bo intends to use this information to arrange an apparent coincidence that will lead Lei toward clues himself, without making it obvious that Jin Bo is helping Li Gang.
[bookmark: _heading=h.erhntmkxpnng]Chu You’s Role in the Deception
· Li Gang sent Chu You despite her limited experience because he had little time and only Zudas available as a Warrior. He gambled that her desperation to protect her loved ones would be enough to carry out the task.
· Chu You’s public declaration of treason was risky, but it ensured Lei would learn of her and potentially trace her background to the hamlet settlements and a damaged letter.
· Jin Bo’s staged execution protects Chu You while allowing him to continue cooperating with Li Gang’s plan.
· Jin Bo now plans to arrange for Chu You’s grandmother to meet Lei “accidentally,” creating another route for Lei to discover the clues without directly implicating Jin Bo.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fwlk8apa4rf6]30th February — Shanluo City, Eastern Outskirts
[bookmark: _heading=h.emudi07cplak]Lei Finds the Old Woman and the Damaged Letter
· Lei’s subordinate Han Ji reports finding an old woman in Dongning City who may recognize Li Gang. A wet, mostly illegible letter was also recovered from the hamlet where she had lived before.
· The old woman says Zudas, a friend of her granddaughter, brought her to a safer place where she would not need to struggle for food. When asked why she appeared at the market (where they found her), she explains the servant who had been supplying her food failed to appear the previous day, forcing her to visit the market herself.
· Lei orders a background check into who provides her food and clothing. He also asks for a portrait of the girl publicly executed by Jin Bo so he can compare her with the missing granddaughter.
· Lei connects the timing of the missing food delivery with his own search operations. Since Jin Bo knew where Lei had sent his Warriors, Lei suspects Jin Bo deliberately arranged the encounter.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wl18hn9naznc]Lei Attributes the Entire Scheme to Li Gang
· Lei concludes that Li Gang realized both Monarchs had parasitized bodies and understood that they were now enemies.
· He believes Li Gang is deliberately exposing clues to his location so Lei will threaten Huang’s plans and force Huang to respond.
· Lei initially considers Huang as the person behind Chu You’s appearance but rejects that explanation. He thinks only Li Gang, desperate in his current predicament, would risk sending an inexperienced girl to make such an obvious public approach.
· Lei believes Jin Bo may have either staged Chu You’s death to protect her or executed her after receiving the information she carried. Either possibility fits his theory, so he does not need to determine which occurred before proceeding.
· Lei remains convinced that Li Gang’s plan cannot save him because, in Lei’s view, Li Gang does not understand the full limitations of body parasitization. This confidence may be misplaced if Li Gang knows more about the possession process than Lei assumes.
[bookmark: _heading=h.20aiypajhzvw]The Letter Reveals a Potential Leverage Point
· The damaged letter contains only two readable words: “Your son Zhenyu…”
· The reference to Zhenyu directly shocks Lei, because Lei Zhenyu is his “Lei’s” son. That means everything happening till now was to target him!
· Lei deduces that Li Gang want to use him to find him (since Li Gang himself is unaware where he was sent, so he wanted to add as many people to search for him as possible, only when Li Gang gets freedom will he have chance to counter against Huang.
[bookmark: _heading=h.u7oux4ao885t]Li Gang Uses Shi Tian’s Son as Leverage to Reach Jin Long
· Jin Long receives a letter stating: “I have leverage on him! Send the Yin token, which can command their Warriors, to Zudas and find me.”
· Jin Long understands that Li Gang is using Shi Tian’s son (not exactly Shi Tian, but the one controlling Shi Tian) as leverage and deliberately inviting Jin Long to find him.
· Jin Long wants to save Shi Tian without alerting the Monarch possessing his body. Li Gang’s leverage gives Jin Long a reason to act, since rescuing Li Gang may be necessary to protect Shi Tian.
· Jin Long sends a trusted Rank 4 Warrior to meet Jin Bo secretly and obtain a full account of his meeting with Shi Tian. He also orders the recovery of the Yin token, which commands House Yin’s Warriors.
[bookmark: _heading=h.btek1ppyyu1y]12th March — Night
[bookmark: _heading=h.abvbb6vxbod]Lei Connects Chu You to the Missing Granddaughter
· Han Ji confirms that the girl publicly executed by Jin Bo is identical to the missing granddaughter of the old woman found in Dongning City. It took many days to travel and confirm details.
· Lei decides to visit Jin Bo personally, intending to investigate the connection and uncover what Chu You concealed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.rktlsfbjt6ga]14th March — Beihua Prefecture, Afternoon
[bookmark: _heading=h.7zjs438tfick]Lei Exposes Jin Bo’s Staged Execution
Note, Lei can only take over Shi Tian’s body on even days. So he had to wait on 13th to let Shi Tian come out.
· Lei reveals that Jin Bo never truly executed Chu You. Instead, Jin Bo had her imprisoned and tortured before arranging for a replacement to be executed in her place.
· Jin Bo realizes his deception has been exposed and stops trying to conceal Chu You’s survival.
· Lei recognizes Chu You as an operative connected to Li Gang and believes she was used to guide him toward clues about Li Gang’s location.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nxktk0gty0q5]Chu You Withheld the Most Important Information
· Chu You admits that she knows Lei’s son is alive and in danger, but refuses to reveal more unless Lei kills Li Gang.
· She had previously been forced to follow Li Gang’s instructions under threat to Zudas. However, after observing Jin Bo’s political maneuvering, she realized Li Gang was desperate and that his threat against Zudas might not be credible.
· Chu You consequently stopped following Li Gang’s instructions completely and deliberately withheld the method for controlling Shi Tian (actually Lei, but she didn’t know)
· Her actions were not simply obedience or betrayal: she adapted to the situation and tried to regain control over her own fate.
· Lei threatens her by revealing that he has control over her grandmother. Chu You eventually admits only that Lei’s son is alive, providing no further useful details.
[bookmark: _heading=h.z731zzscxw18]Lei Realizes Li Gang Has Been Manipulating the Investigation
· Lei concludes that Li Gang arranged the chain of clues through Chu You, Jin Bo, the old woman, and the damaged letter to make Lei discover that his son was still alive.
· He understands that Li Gang was trying to use this leverage to draw Lei into confronting Huang, potentially forcing Huang to respond and creating an opportunity for Li Gang to escape.
· Lei admires Li Gang’s planning but still believes the effort will fail because Huang will eventually take over Li Gang’s body, rendering his leverage and other schemes useless.
· Lei makes a decisive but undisclosed decision, ends the meeting, and recalls his Warriors from their separate assignments.
· Note - Li Gang had expected Chu You’s betrayal, and had second contingency prepared via the letter containing “Your son Zhenyu”, and letting Lei discover it. Chu You was unaware of the existence of this letter, so she didn’t realize that helping Li Gang in first instruction would expose her. 
· In fact, she allowed her grandmother to be discovered to Lei because she thought if her grandmother is in hands of Jin Bo, he would try to control her using her grandmother. But if she is with someone who is unaware of her existence, her fate would be in her hands.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gopi4wpx30kf]Jin Bo Is Drawn Into the Conspiracy
· Jin Bo realizes Chu You was merely a tool in someone else’s plan and that her mission has already achieved its purpose.
· He can no longer remain neutral: Jin Long’s involvement means the royal authority itself is now connected to the affair, and refusing to cooperate could be dangerous.
· When Jin Long’s representative meets him, Jin Bo truthfully records everything about his meeting with Shi Tian. He chooses not to conceal information, having concluded that the situation is too complicated to trust any side blindly.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ri0mj2s0fsdc]Li Gang’s Hidden Uncertainty About His Memories
[bookmark: _heading=h.6uaj7a2kwhgg]Li Gang Does Not Fully Trust Lin Fan’s Memories
· Li Gang suspects that the Soul Emperor filtered the memories he obtained from Lin Fan, but he has not ruled out the possibility that the Elemental Emperor also intervened.
· If the Elemental Emperor filtered the memories while appearing to protect Li Gang, he could have deliberately misled him for his own benefit.
· This uncertainty explains why Li Gang avoids absorbing more memories than necessary. He uses the information to prepare for possible threats without treating every detail as reliable.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gwlzy3utfoci]Why the Elemental Emperor Did Not Possess Li Gang Directly
· The Elemental Emperor could potentially have killed Li Gang by possessing his body himself, but the technique carries a serious risk: the possessor may become trapped and vulnerable to true death, without reincarnation.
· The Body Possession technique was created by He Fan. Wu Yuan fears He Fan may have designed a countermeasure capable of trapping and eliminating a possessor who takes over Li Gang.
· If Li Gang had been saved by the Elemental Emperor during the Soul Search of Lin Fan, the possession rules Li Gang learned might themselves have been filtered or altered.
· Li Gang therefore treats the expected takeover period as a working estimate, not a guaranteed deadline. He prepares to eliminate Huang as quickly as possible rather than relying on assumptions about how much time remains.
[bookmark: _heading=h.m9v95xuyenqc]The Law of Isolation — Li Gang’s Strategic Constraint
[bookmark: _heading=h.hxtensbe5zja]Li Gang Tests the Immortals’ Knowledge
· Li Gang has unknowingly adjusted his behavior to psychological cues associated with the Law of Isolation, which could appear soon given the time elapsed.
· Do you remember he deliberately delays events to pressure the Immortals into protecting him from Huang and Lei? Their continued inaction becomes a test of what they know.
· Li Gang considers two main possibilities:
· The Immortals can predict when the Law of Isolation will occur and are waiting until the last safe moment to protect him.
· They cannot predict it, but have chosen not to help him—possibly because they are cooperating with the Elemental Emperor or want to force Li Gang to reveal his abilities.
· Either possibility makes relying on the Immortals too dangerous. Li Gang is cautious and will not stake his survival on their intervention unless he has no alternative.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8f2xen4bol1q]The Fake Law of Isolation
· The Immortals can imitate the Law of Isolation by cutting off their connection to the world, potentially deceiving others about whether a genuine isolation period is occurring.
· Only He Fan, Jin Huang, and Wu Yuan can distinguish a real Law of Isolation from a fake one. He Fan and Jin Huang use their perception; Wu Yuan relies on his memories of the Timeless Demon God. But He Fan’s Spiritual Imprint is in broken state, so he can not judge if it’s fake or real.
· Kong Xuan knows the general pattern of the Law’s appearances but cannot distinguish real occurrences from imitations. Li Gang does not even know that a fake version exists.
· The Immortals have sometimes used fake isolation periods immediately before or after genuine ones to test whether Warriors understand the phenomenon and are attempting to deceive them.
[bookmark: _heading=h.w60nxyg6ry3t]20th March — Wu Dynasty
[bookmark: _heading=h.gbuq9phgqgml]Lei Secretly Meets Guo Chen
· Lei uses Spatial Order to bypass the blockades surrounding Golden Crow and appears in the Wu Dynasty (remember his instructions to Wu Dynasty to wage war on all of Golden Crow borders to effectively block any route that may be used by Huang to escape). He changes back to his original appearance (he doesn’t want Guo Chen to know he is occupying Shi Tian’s body) and meets Guo Chen privately.
· Guo Chen realizes Lei must possess a spatial treasure capable of bypassing the kingdom’s defenses. He does not know Lei can also break powerful palace formations because of his mastery of formations.
· Lei demands a complete account of recent events in Wei, particularly any Warriors who had been close to Ren Ying, indicating that his priorities have shifted toward finding his son.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dushjhibggjg]Wu Meng Becomes a Key Lead
· Guo Chen reports that Mo Tiancheng, leader of the Demonic Faction, escaped prison after Wei captured most of the faction. He also identifies Wu Meng as a missing Demon who had close connections to Ren Ying and helped establish the Demonic Faction’s foothold in Wei.
· Lei dismisses Mo Tiancheng as a likely lead because his capture in earlier stage would have prevented him from carrying out Li Gang’s contingency plans. He demands Wu Meng’s portrait within two days.
· Lei suspects Li Gang prepared a contingency before the battle against Shu, potentially arranging to use the sons of Huang and Lei as leverage if he were captured. He comes to this conclusion after seeing the letter mentioning the name Lei Zhenyu. He wants to check whether his son actually is alive.
· Lei believes seaports would be the most plausible route for moving people secretly into the Northern Continent, so he heads to Wei to investigate its ports.
[bookmark: _heading=h.xl201z4ltjto]22nd March — Wei Dynasty, Seaports
[bookmark: _heading=h.10budykhkn1b]Wu Meng’s Port Network Is Much Larger Than Lei Expected
· Lei distributes Wu Meng’s portrait among locals at the ports and offers a reward of 10,000 Spiritual Stones. Some of Wu Meng’s subordinates betray him for the reward.
· Wu Meng reacts quickly, abandoning his location and fleeing before Lei arrives. He masks his scent with a chemical and burns materials that could reveal his movements.
· Lei concludes that Wu Meng left roughly two days earlier. His traces have been concealed so thoroughly that Lei cannot track him, and Lei lacks the personal knowledge/behavior of Wu Meng needed to predict his next move.
· Lei abandons the direct search and interrogates Wu Meng’s subordinates instead.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fidlctzaf6bs]Wu Meng Had Secretly Controlled All Twenty Ports
· Lei discovers that Wu Meng had placed trusted subordinates in influential positions across all twenty ports, controlling imports, exports, and records of who entered or left the region.
· Lei had expected Wu Meng to control only four or five ports. The discovery reveals Wu Meng’s organizational ability and reinforces Lei’s belief that Li Gang has an exceptional eye for capable people.
· Lei interrogates the subordinates about Wu Meng’s instructions, the people he monitored, and arrivals bearing the surnames Huang or Lei.
· Wu Meng had burned the complete list, preventing Lei from reconstructing everyone who passed through the ports.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kgcpormlnpoz]A Mysterious Huang-Surnamed Warrior
· Lei learns that a Warrior surnamed Huang was sent to the Golden Crow Dynasty’s Dongfang seaport.
· No comparable information is found about anyone surnamed Lei.
· Lei suspects Li Gang deliberately left no trace of his son’s whereabouts because he understood how easily Lei could be manipulated through his concern for his son.
· There was a hint that Huang’s son is alive. It is likely that Lei’s son is alive too.
· Lei had no way to confirm about his son, but he can confirm about Huang’s son.
· Lei believes that Li Gang knows that he is much more attached to his descendants as compared to Huang, so Li Gang believed controlling him is easier. Thus he didn’t leave clues for Lei’s son.
· Lei cannot use Soul Search while parasitizing Shi Tian’s body because he is unable to perform soul-type secret techniques in his current condition.
[bookmark: _heading=h.cyx274erkpsk]Li Gang’s contingency plan — 1 March onward
· Li Gang does not know whether Lei or Huang is possessing him, but sends coded instructions through Zudas to Wu Meng via regular ships. (Note the plan was made on 21st-22nd Feb itself when he met Zudas, but it was executed at this time, at the time plan was made, Li Gang didn’t know who was possessing him….. Also, the plan on Wu Meng’s side was made even before Maze of Death battle as a precaution)
· Wu Meng is told to send two “objects” to Dongfang port on consecutive days (this instruction was sent by Zudas, Zudas didn’t know what ‘objects’ were; thus preventing him from discovering the fact that Li Gang is using him for an instruction that’s very sensitive. If he had known this, he would have deduced over time that Li Gang has been cornered and he may not have any leverage against him right now).
· Code known between Wu Meng and Li Gang:
· First object: Lei Zhenyu — his identity and movement must remain secret.
· Second object: Huang Haoran.
· The code was agreed upon in advance with Wu Meng. It conceals the sensitive nature of the task from Zudas, preventing him from realizing Li Gang is in a desperate position. Li Gang deliberately keeps Zudas believing he is merely handling miscellaneous errands.
· Li Gang’s leverage over Lei: if Lei is possessing him, Li Gang can selectively reveal a small portion of his own memories during Phase 2 of Parasite, allowing Lei to perceive Li Gang’s genuine feelings and understand that Li Gang will spare Lei Zhenyu if Lei sacrifices himself. Li Gang must be truthful about keeping the son alive, or Lei will have no reason to cooperate.
· Critical restriction: Li Gang must not reveal Lei Zhenyu’s location. During parasitization, a parasite can read the host’s memories, but the host’s most important core memories remain inaccessible.
[bookmark: _heading=h.djfjls8w7x3l]Wei–Wu–Shu strategic conflict — 1–12 March
[bookmark: _heading=h.92so8d3rsjl7]1 March — Wei Dynasty
· Guo Chen orders Wei Han to station Warriors at Shu’s border, expecting Wei to participate in Wu’s planned conquest of Shu in exchange for a share of the gains.
· Wei Han immediately suspects missing information. He questions how Guo Chen expects to conquer Shu without triggering its defensive formation.
· Important information gap: Wu and Wei do not know that Shu’s formation has been damaged; only Lei knows this.
· Wu has already conquered Golden Crow occupied Shu Dynasty region in north of Shu Dynasty via the Rank 4 army provided to him by Lei using Forbidden Land inheritance. Wu plans to conquer it after Golden Crow attacks from behind and the two side suffer significant losses.
· Wei Han contacts Shu Wang to investigate his suspicions rather than blindly follow Guo Chen’s plan.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vjwb7g8zgv0y]7 March — Shu Dynasty royal palace
· Sun Wu, Lao Zhang’s concealed successor, is revealed. Lao Zhang anticipated the two Advance Warriors’ betrayal and secretly preserved Sun Wu as a backup. Both Lei and Huang were unaware of his existence.
· Sun Wu deduces that Wu’s sudden military strength and coordinated plan likely rely on assistance from the Advance Warriors, especially Lei. He suspects Lei and Huang are trapped in the Northern Continent and that Lei is using Wu to restrict Huang’s escape routes.
· Sun Wu also infers that Guo Chen is withholding information from Wei and expects Wei to deploy its forces at Shu’s southern border, completing Wu’s encirclement while Wu waits for Golden Crow to weaken Shu.
· Shu has a hidden countermeasure: a decoy Royal Palace behind the real one, planned by Lao Zhang, with coastal traps designed to ambush a marine invasion. Sun Wu and Shu Wang initially intend to use these defenses if necessary.
· Counter-scheme: Shu Wang replies to Wei Han, warning him that Wu is cooperating with Lei. According to Shu’s assessment, Lei supplied Wu with the timing of Golden Crow’s naval attack, enabling Wu to strike Golden Crow’s weakened northern coast while Shu is attacked from the sea.
· Shu warns that Wu intends to create chaos within Golden Crow, conquer it, absorb Shu, and eventually subjugate Wei. Wu Xian’s ambition is to unify the Northern Continent.
· Shu Wang offers to make Shu a subsidiary of Wei until it can buy its freedom, in exchange for Wei’s military help against Wu. This gives Wei an incentive to oppose Wu rather than help it expand.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1tthzrgnk7gb]10 March — Shu Dynasty
· Shu Wang receives a letter and an extraordinary Yin token. After showing it to Sun Wu, he concludes that circumstances have changed and Shu no longer needs to rely on its planned traps.
· Do you remember, in earlier stages, Zudas sent letter to Jin Long asking for House Yin token? This was deliberate arrangement of Li Gang.
· When Shu Dynasty was destroyed, Li Gang knew that Monarchs (Huang and Lei) are supporting Wu Dynasty. To prevent Shu Dynasty from being conquered easily, he sent them support from Golden Crow via House Yin.
[bookmark: _heading=h.otr1efoi4wwi]12 March — Wei Dynasty
· Wei Han recognizes that Wu’s ambition threatens Wei’s own survival. Although he had supported strengthening Wu, he does not want Wu to unify the Northern Continent and eventually consume Wei.
· His immediate obstacle is that many of Wei’s strongest Warriors have already been transferred to Wu under their existing alliance. He needs to recover them before confronting Wu.
· Next move: Wei Han considers cooperating with Mo Tiancheng, leader of the Demonic Faction, as a possible solution to the problem.
[bookmark: _heading=h.g0y9ts5ef79u]Wei Han’s counter-scheme
· Wei Han releases Mo Tiancheng, the Demonic Faction leader, to stage attacks on Wei’s outer military posts without causing casualties.
· The objective is to create an undeniable domestic emergency that forces Guo Chen to return Wei’s elite Warriors currently stationed in Wu. A direct recall would expose Wei Han’s suspicions about Wu’s expansion plans.
· Mo Tiancheng agrees because the arrangement benefits both sides: Wei Han gets a pretext to recover his troops, while Mo regains his freedom. Their relationship remains transactional despite Wei Han’s earlier betrayal.
· Strategic deception: Wei Han plans to disguise a military withdrawal as a response to a demonic crisis, concealing that he suspects Wu intends to conquer the Northern Continent.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mj8vi2lwx24u]17 March night — Wu Dynasty
· Guo Chen receives the emergency report and suspects Wei Han is using the crisis as an excuse to withdraw his troops, potentially in cooperation with the Demons.
· He considers whether Shu Wang revealed Wu’s plans to Wei Han, but dismisses the possibility that Shu could offer meaningful benefits to Wei Dynasty. He particularly rejects the idea that Shu Wang would offer his kingdom as a subsidiary (which is exactly what he did).
· Guo Chen recognizes that his suspicion is unproven and that obstructing the recall could expose Wu to political pressure through Wei’s minister stationed in Wu.
· After consulting Wu Xiang, he agrees to return half of Wei’s Warriors while retaining the other half. This compromises with Wei without fully surrendering Wu’s leverage.
· Guo Chen’s key miscalculation is underestimating Shu’s ability to influence Wei Han and challenge Wu’s plans.
[bookmark: _heading=h.a5m9st6cfw68]22 March — Wei Dynasty and Shu border
· Wei Han accepts the return of half his Warriors, recognizing that recovering even half is better than receiving none.
· He realizes that Ren Ying’s (Li Gang = Ren Ying) decision to use only 10,000 Warriors in the earlier battle against Shu may have preserved Wei’s remaining chance to resist Wu’s expansion. Note - even though half his Warriors are under Guo Chen, they won’t fight on behalf of Wu Dynasty without the permissions of Wei Dynasty.
· Wei Han sends Mo Tiancheng to Shu and dispatches General Gu Zhen with the Warriors stationed at Shu’s southern border. Gu Zhen must lead the troops and monitor Mo Tiancheng.
· Wei Han believes betrayal is unlikely to benefit either Mo or Shu: Mo depends on Wei’s support (Shu Dynasty wouldn’t support Mo Tiancheng to attack Gu Zhen, and Mo Tiancheng has nothing to offer anything to Shu Dynasty by himself), while Mo is too weak to resist Gu Zhen directly. He assumes Gu Zhen can escape if the situation turns dangerous. Basically, he sends Gu Zhen to keep check on Mo Tiancheng while ensuring Gu Zhen’s safety.
[bookmark: _heading=h.z268kqic3nb7]Around 22 March — Huang’s possession of Li Gang
· Huang begins accessing Li Gang’s memories, entering the second phase of possession, but remains unconscious.
· Foreshadowing: Huang’s access to Li Gang’s memories may eventually reveal information Li Gang has deliberately concealed, though the passage does not establish what Huang can access at this stage.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wmn2ov9bf6rl]24 March — Dongfang port
· Lei checks the names of people who recently arrived at Dongfang port and discovers Lei Zhenyu and Huang Haoran listed.
· He quickly finds Huang Haoran, whose aura resembles Huang’s, and secretly takes him away.
· Lei realizes that Huang Haoran’s presence could provide leverage over Huang, allowing Lei to pressure Huang into leaving Li Gang’s body. However, Lei Zhenyu is missing, suggesting the two sons were deliberately sent to different destinations.
· Lei suspects Li Gang arranged the separation to manipulate both Monarchs: Huang Haoran could be used against Huang, while Lei Zhenyu’s safety could be used to pressure Lei into sacrificing himself.
· Lei initially assumes Li Gang deliberately brought Huang Haoran to the Northern Continent. However, Huang Haoran says Lin Fan rescued him from Warriors targeting him and helped him escape there.
· Huang Haoran has never met Lei Zhenyu and is surprised to learn that Lei’s son is alive.
· This information disrupts Lei’s theory. Since Lei believes Lin Fan is Li Gang’s enemy, he cannot explain why Lin Fan would help Huang Haoran if the journey were part of Li Gang’s plan.
· Everything appears pure coincidence for Huang Haoran to appear here!
[bookmark: _heading=h.ardug1z3506q]26 March, 16th Year of the Great Emperor Era — Li Gang and Lei reunite
· Jin Bo’s scouts discover a group that secretly entered Nanyu City and hid in a dilapidated compound. Lei goes there alone, recognizing Jin Bo’s men around the site.
· Lei finds Huang’s Warriors dead and Li Gang severely injured but still composed. The injuries appear old, and Lei cannot understand how Li Gang defeated the Warriors in his current condition or why he has not healed himself.
· Li Gang greets Lei by remarking that he took a while to arrive, suggesting he anticipated this meeting and had been waiting for him.
· Jin Long helped Li Gang locate and eliminate Huang’s Warriors. Jin Long had instructed Jin Bo to search remote areas while Lei’s subordinates focused on major regions, allowing Jin Long to find Li Gang first. But this is something Lei doesn’t know. Remember the time when Li Gang sent letter “after” Lei left Jinyang to involve Jin Long? It was done for this purpose. He wanted Jin Long to be involved in his plans without Lei being aware of it.
· Jin Long’s assistance is part of Li Gang’s wider plan: he also arranged for Jin Long to obtain Lei Zhenyu and prevent Lei from meeting his son freely.
· Li Gang believes Jin Long will protect him because Jin Long wants to protect Shi Tian, and the only way to do is protect the leverage against Lei (where to get his son Lei Zhenyu was informed to Jin Long after he found Li Gang and was told to him personally). Jin Long’s will to protect Shi Tian makes him a reliable ally, who wouldn’t defect to Lei under any circumstance.
[bookmark: _heading=h.igdaedwjc0uo]Lei Zhenyu’s arrival in the Northern Continent — revealed on 26 March
· Jin Long keeps Lei Zhenyu alive under heavy guard inside the royal palace, using him as leverage over Lei, who currently occupies Shi Tian’s body.
· Lei Zhenyu explains that the Demon King of the South spared him during the Jade Harbor City massacre, then later approached him while severely injured.
· The Demon King claimed that Lin Fan was pursuing him and instructed Lei Zhenyu to use information about Wang Xueyao’s goals as bait to persuade Lin Fan to protect Lei Zhenyu, Huang Haoran, and Huang Rong.
· Lei Zhenyu was required to reach the Northern Continent by 15 February, year 42058, under Lin Fan’s protection and without alerting the others. The Demon King predicted that Lei would appear there around this period.
· Lin Fan initially wanted to Soul Search Lei Zhenyu, but changed his mind after reading the Demon King’s letter and agreed to the terms. Lei Zhenyu believes Lin Fan complied because he needed the information about Wang Xueyao.
· Foreshadowing: The Demon King’s five years of living alongside Wang Xueyao and his knowledge of her ultimate goals connect Lei Zhenyu’s journey to the larger mystery surrounding her.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7yh3xbxwkkqw]Li Gang tests Lei’s trustworthiness
· Li Gang asks Lei to confirm the rules of Body Parasitizing and compares Lei’s answers with the rules contained in his own memories. Remember, Li Gang had memories of Lin Fan which contained those rules (it was provided to him by He Fan, the creator of Parasite Technique)
· The timing is a deliberate test:
· If Lei gives a later takeover date, Li Gang would know Lei intends to cooperate with Huang and use the extra time to save Lei Zhenyu.
· If Lei gives an earlier date, Li Gang would know the source of his additional memories deliberately misled him to delay his plans.
· Because the dates match, Lei could be trustworthy.
· This test does not establish that Lei will remain loyal. Li Gang recognizes that the Emperor behind Lei’s schemes could be the same entity responsible for the memories he received. If so, Lei might be deliberately repeating the same rules to deceive him. Thus his response being the same date was worst case scenario for Li Gang.
· Li Gang reveals the exact dates and durations of Huang’s previous takeovers so Lei understands the urgency. Huang must be stopped on the day he takes over and briefly regains consciousness, before he can completely eradicate Li Gang’s soul and obtain all his memories.
· Now remember on the Phase 3 (when Huang takes over Li Gang’s body), Phase 3 stays for 24 hour duration, and during this phase more and more of Li Gang’s memories are absorbed within Huang, including the core memories he tried to hide. 
· Critical deadline: Li Gang tells Lei that if his body is not recovered within 12 hours of that day, Lei will have no chance of saving Lei Zhenyu. Li Gang is forcing Lei to treat his own survival and Lei Zhenyu’s safety as the same problem.[image: ]
[bookmark: _heading=h.ulphupmf69z2]The massacre and Wang Xueyao
· Lei accuses Li Gang of using his treasure (treasure = Special Ability. Lei doesn’t know about Special Ability so he associates Li Gang’s enhanced power with using some treasure) to massacre Lei’s family. Li Gang admits the treasure was responsible for his overwhelming battle strength but claims it activates only when his brain completely shuts down, leaving him acting on instinct.
· Li Gang argues that, in this state, he could not have deliberately planned the targeted extermination of Lei’s bloodline. He claims an Emperor orchestrated the massacre and that the plot is connected to Wang Xueyao.
· Lei does not believe Li Gang outright, but the explanation introduces a possible distinction between causing the massacre through the treasure and deliberately planning it.
· Lei’s immediate question becomes where Li Gang could have hidden Lei Zhenyu. He suspects Zudas may be the key.
[bookmark: _heading=h.37vhl9gy1zg1]Around 26 March — Yin Naval Army and Wu Meng
· The Golden Crow’s Yin Naval Army arrives by sea behind Shu, delayed by the transport of heavy siege weapons.
· Wu Meng intercepts the fleet while posing as an ordinary fisherman. Su Xing (the subordinate of Lei. Remember Lei altered the decree and sent House Yin Warriors under the lead of his own subordinate to help Wu Dynasty, Su Xin is that subordinate) senses danger and attacks, but Wu Meng’s protective talisman neutralizes the strike. Wu Meng retaliates privately with a fire talisman, warning Su Xing that perceptiveness matters. (Wu Meng has these protection talisman because Li Gang had gifted him the Global Commerce Token, that he obtained from King Wei Han, refer to Conquest of Wei Dynasty)
· Wu Meng reveals the Yin token, which carries the authority of the head of House Yin. Yin Hong recognizes its authority and accepts Wu Meng’s new orders. Using this token, Wu Meng regains control over House Yin Warriors from Su Xin (completely destroying Lei’s plans on helping Wu Dynasty)
· Wu Meng claims that Wu has launched a naval attack against Golden Crow, seized territory, and deployed an exceptionally powerful army whose Warriors are each comparable to Rank 4. He orders the Yin Army to abandon its original mission and help reclaim the occupied territory, coordinating with Shu to eliminate Wu’s forces on Shu’s northern border.
· Strategic reversal: The Yin Army, originally sent on a mission that would benefit Lei’s plans, is redirected to oppose Wu. Wu Meng uses the token’s authority to change the mission without exposing Su Xing’s suspicious behavior.
· Wu Meng’s protection talisman saves him from Su Xing’s attack. He also relies on the Global Commerce and Trade Chamber’s Premium token, previously given to him, to erase his traces at southern ports, acquire protective treasures, and coordinate with Shu Wang after Shu Wang’s own token was destroyed (Lei had destroyed Shu Dynasties Communication talisman as well as Global Commerce Premium token to isolate it, just like Li Gang did against Wei Dynasty in the Conquest of Wei Dynasty). Wu Meng’s token helps restore Shu’s ability to coordinate.
· With the Shu–Wei–Yin–Demon coalition opposing Wu, Guo Chen’s plan to dominate the Northern Continent is thwarted. The coalition creates a balance of power effectively blocking Wu to expand unchecked.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tjqdf3j812rb]30 March — Nanyu City outskirts: Huang’s final takeover phase
· Huang awakens after accessing many of Li Gang’s memories. He learns about the Immortals, the Emperor behind the catastrophe, Li Gang’s treasure, and Li Gang’s instructions to Zudas.
· Huang realizes that the scheme Lei and Huang devised to kill Li Gang was itself arranged by an Emperor. He already suspected an Emperor’s involvement because he possessed knowledge he should not have had, and his memories of receiving the instructions had been erased.
· Shift in Huang’s understanding of Li Gang: The memories reveal that Li Gang deeply loved his family and had been manipulated into destroying his ancestral legacy. Huang recognizes Li Gang as cautious, decisive, and protective of those around him, rather than simply a ruthless demon. He also learns that Li Gang respected both Monarchs for risking their lives to avenge their families.
· Huang has one more conscious day to endure before completing the takeover, but he has not yet obtained all of Li Gang’s memories. In particular, he does not know about Li Gang’s recent agreement with Lei or the details concerning Lei Zhenyu.
· Note - Li Gang asks Lei to ensure “he” (Li Gang) gets back control of his body with Huang leaving his body for good within 12 hours because otherwise, Huang might receive more of Li Gang’s memories and reveal Lei Zhenyu’s location to Lei. 
· What Li Gang didn’t know that even after Phase 3, Huang can still choose to give up control over the body temporarily and take over again later.
· Lei tells Huang that escape is impossible and that Huang has lost. Huang counters by claiming to know Lei Zhenyu’s location and demands the Spatial Order in exchange for revealing it.
· Lei refuses to hand over the treasure blindly (he saw through Huang’s lies, he believes that Li Gang deliberately put 12 hours gap because he was confident Huang couldn’t have known this before 12 hours). 
· Instead, he offers to spare Huang’s life and his son if Huang answers one question: who orchestrated the Jade Harbor City massacre?
· Huang realizes that Li Gang used this same mystery to persuade Lei to cooperate. The question confirms that identifying the true mastermind is central to Lei’s current decisions.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hrg8qr78etwy]Law of Isolation appears earlier than expected
· Beyond the Divine Spirit World, Immortal Chen senses a sudden change: the Law of Isolation has appeared roughly a month earlier than expected.
· He wonders whether this is part of the Supreme Gods’ arrangements or Timeless’s plan. He regrets not acting sooner to protect someone (Li Gang) -> Elemental Emperor’s Layer 3 plan.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ektva6wwekxq]Northern Continent — Lei, Huang, and Li Gang
· Lei initially agrees to help Li Gang by threatening Huang using his son. However, Lei changes his mind about using Huang Haoran as leverage, because he cannot bring himself to threaten another father through his son, when he was suffering from same torment.
· Huang believes Lei’s promise because he considers Lei a true Warrior who will keep his word. He reveals that an unknown Emperor orchestrated the massacre but says he does not know the Emperor’s identity.
· Li Gang’s strategy was to create suspicion in Lei about the Emperor behind the schemes, while withholding the specific identity of the Elemental Emperor from Huang. He hoped Lei would turn against whichever Emperor was manipulating him.
· The plan partially succeeds: Lei does turn against the Emperor, but his hatred of Li Gang remains unchanged. He recognizes Li Gang’s attempt to reduce his hostility and does not accept Li Gang as innocent.
This is the main part of Li Gang’s strategy. Li Gang’s original goal was to blackmail Huang on the very day his Phase 3 begins. Since at that time, he would be forced to take over his body and control the situation. 
But here, Li Gang had incomplete information (Huang can still give up taking control over Li Gang’s body even on last day.
Where did Li Gang’s information come from? Li Gang had absorbed Lin Fan’s memory, during the absorption, He Fan filtered his memory and let him have some extra memories on his own accord.
But Li Gang didn’t know whether the memory was reliable or not. If this memory was sent to him by Elemental Emperor himself (who was supposed to be his enemy), he can not trust that. Therefore, he needed to fact check it again with Lei. 
So, Li Gang had to ensure that he fact check this memory before he can plan for that particular day. 
After he fact checked it, his original strategy could be executed. Lei and Huang knew each other well, so he wanted Lei to threaten Huang with Huang’s child (as you remember, Li Gang ensured that Huang’s child go to Lei) in this way -
1. Huang gives up Li Gang’s body in order to save his son.
2. Huang doesn’t give up his body and dies along with his son.
Huang was no match for Lei at this point, because Li Gang deliberately didn’t heal himself. Even Rank 3 or Rank 4 Warriors could kill him.
The main problem with this plan was, what if Lei refuse to cooperate? And that is exactly what happened. There is another problem, even after Phase 3, Huang could simply give up control of Li Gang’s body and start Phase 3 once again, next day and Li Gang wasn’t aware that this could have been possible too. That’s why he was hoping Jin Huang could come early (because she could identify whether Huang was still within his body or not)... Because he didn’t rely on her (since she delayed it a lot), he wanted to end it with the help of Lei. Remember, Li Gang never had the ability to know whether Huang still exists within his body or not. He could simply stay within his body forever, and appear one day start Phase 3 out of nowhere.
[bookmark: _heading=h.zbojwzeqekvm]Lei returns the Spatial Order — Elemental Emperor’s failed attack
· After Li Gang regains consciousness, he demands the Spatial Order in exchange for revealing how Lei can reach Lei Zhenyu.
· Li Gang takes a Heavenly Dao oath promising to tell Lei how to meet his son after Lei returns the Spatial Order and teaches him all its functions. By wording the oath this way, Li Gang secures both the treasure and instruction in its abilities.
· Lei returns the Spatial Order and teaches Li Gang Special Teleportation:
· Normal Teleportation travels between Spatial Nodes along the shortest route through the space-time fabric and costs fewer Spiritual Stones after the initial jump. Can be intercepted with conceptual powers (Ji Changchen intercepted Li Gang’s teleportation even without conceptual powers before)
· Special Teleportation exits the space-time fabric into Nothingness, which connects to all points in space, allowing instantaneous movement to any point within the Divine Spirit World. Can not be intercepted (means even Elemental Emperor can not catch Li Gang now).
· Li Gang tells Lei to go to Jin Long, who will explain how to reach Lei Zhenyu and has no intention of harming him.
· Immediately afterward, Deng Wei, the Elemental Emperor, attacks Li Gang and destroys the building with a powerful strike. Li Gang escapes by using Special Teleportation at the last moment, then reveals the Spatial Order and declares victory before disappearing.
· Deng Wei questions Lei’s decision to return the Spatial Order and teach Li Gang Special Teleportation. Lei says he had no choice, explaining about the existence of his son.
· Deng Wei realizes he cannot kill Li Gang now. Special Teleportation allows Li Gang to escape in a way that Deng Wei cannot readily counter by manipulating space. Deng Wei tries to sense Li Gang afterward but cannot locate him.
· Li Gang repeatedly teleports between locations while tracking how many uses remain (note, initially it had no use left, but after Lei obtained it, he recharged it with Spiritual Stones), switching to Normal Teleportation to conserve Spiritual Stones after the first jump.
[bookmark: _heading=h.jy2uqp8ouyb3]1 April — Shanluo City, Jin Huang’s cabin
· Li Gang returns to Jin Huang’s cabin with worsening injuries and believes he has finally gained a brief moment of peace.
· He then addresses Sect Leader Huang, who appears as the other half of his reflection. Huang has nearly completed absorbing Li Gang’s memories and knows about Li Gang’s conversation with Lei, his agreement with Jin Long, his dealings with Lei Zhenyu, and the letter that persuaded Lin Fan.
· Huang also learns the crucial statement Li Gang used to convince Lin Fan: “The Timeless Demon God is still alive!”
· Suddenly a woman entered the room.
· Despite gaining nearly all of Li Gang’s memories, Huang still cannot identify the woman who enters the cabin. He considers whether she is someone Li Gang knows whose memory has not yet unlocked, or someone Li Gang has never encountered.
· Huang believes Li Gang has only three hours left before his soul is eradicated. Li Gang chooses to sleep rather than struggle through his final hours, saying he wants one peaceful dream after a lifetime of effort.
· Huang takes full control while Li Gang sleeps and prepares to heal himself, believing the takeover is nearly complete.
[bookmark: _heading=h.75kt9b3apmcc]Jin Huang confronts Huang (Final layer of Li Gang’s plan)
· Jin Huang enters the cabin and immediately comments on the severity of Li Gang’s injuries.
· Huang pretends to be Li Gang and says he now has time to heal, taking out a Vitality Pill.
· Jin Huang then asks: “Is your hatred for him greater than your love for your children?”
· Huang realizes she has identified that he is not Li Gang, despite his efforts to imitate Li Gang’s personality. He does not understand how she saw through the disguise.
· Jin Huang’s question suggests she understands the conflict between Huang’s revenge and his attachment to his children. Her ability to identify the possession also indicates she possesses knowledge or perception beyond what Huang anticipated.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ieqyw1be56fk]1 April — Jin Huang’s Cabin, Shanluo City
[bookmark: _heading=h.2rswlqn6f06c]Jin Huang Identifies Huang’s Possession
· Jin Huang identifies Huang inside Li Gang’s body despite Huang having access to nearly all of Li Gang’s memories and being able to imitate him.
· Key secret: Married couples’ souls are connected, allowing them to sense each other’s condition. Because Jin Huang’s soul is connected to Li Gang’s, not Huang’s, she can distinguish her husband from the parasite.
· Li Gang deliberately left his injuries untreated to draw Jin Huang to him. He had asked her for help earlier, with two purposes: preparing for the Great Unification War’s worst-case scenario and arranging protection for his family.
· Jin Huang’s help through Zudas and Chu You was a deliberate decoy, making the Immortals believe she had already provided her assistance. With the world concealed by the Law of Isolation, she could begin her real plan without their observation.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vh53bu6muxpn]Jin Huang Forces Huang to Choose
· Jin Huang asks Huang to leave Li Gang’s body voluntarily. When he refuses, she threatens to choose her husband over Huang’s daughter if forced to decide who survives.
· Huang challenges her ability to kill him, but a blue mark spreads across Jin Huang’s body, her eyes turn azure, and Huang instinctively senses that she possesses the power to kill him.
· Jin Huang proves she has Huang’s daughter by showing him a picture stone. Huang tries to bargain, offering anything in exchange for another solution, but Jin Huang refuses.
· Huang eventually accepts that he has lost and acknowledges his own responsibility: his attack on the Azure Mountain and anger over Huang Lin’s marriage helped set the tragedy in motion.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dxdgylfb7b5c]Li Gang’s Hidden Contingency Plan
Jin Huang explains that Li Gang anticipated being forced into the Jade Harbor City massacre and prepared safeguards beforehand.
· Li Gang implanted a psychological cue directing him to preserve the descendants of any Rank 8 Warrior who escaped the massacre.
· He arranged two potential safeguards: Lei Zhenyu and Huang Rong, using Lei Zhenyu’s protection through Lin Fan to help safeguard Huang Haoran and Huang Rong as well.
· Li Gang revealed part of the plan to Jin Huang so she could protect them if Lin Fan failed or changed his mind (Note this happens very late, so I believe Jin Huang’s involvement was to ensure they are sent “safely” to Northern Continent). Huang Rong also had a psychological cue directing her to find Jin Huang.
· Li Gang had erased his own memories of this arrangement, meaning Huang could not discover it by absorbing his memories.
Important distinction: Jin Huang tells Huang that an Emperor manipulated Li Gang into the massacre, but that Li Gang anticipated being forced into it and prepared accordingly. The narration explicitly says she would never reveal that Li Gang was actually the mastermind behind the massacre. Blaming the Emperor helps reduce Huang’s and Lei’s hatred of Li Gang.
[bookmark: _heading=h.aqhdmschqs3d]Huang Voluntarily Leaves Li Gang
· Huang asks whether Jin Huang can guarantee his family’s survival. She points to Li Gang’s genuine internal emotions and presents his decision as her promise.
· Jin Huang has already deciphered the Parasitic Secret Technique and found a way to trap Huang and remove him from Li Gang’s body. Her offer is therefore a chance for Huang to cooperate voluntarily, not her only means of stopping him.
· Huang accepts. About an hour later, Li Gang awakens with his wounds treated.
· Jin Huang gives Li Gang a Vitality Pill and tells him to heal himself. She insists their relationship remain secret and requires him to erase his memories of what happened here.
· Li Gang asks whether she will deal with her teacher, Shi Tian, whose body was possessed by Lei. Jin Huang declines, saying she trusts Li Gang’s handling of the situation.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4y68fw3jtnow]1 April — Jinyang
[bookmark: _heading=h.kyhpu5zdd6is]Lei Surrenders Shi Tian’s Body to Save His Son
· Jin Long offers Lei a deal: Lei must leave Shi Tian’s body, and Jin Long will free Lei Zhenyu.
· To prevent deception, Jin Long threatens to arrange Shi Tian’s remarriage immediately after Lei leaves. If Lei remains inside the body, Jin Long will know and kill Lei Zhenyu.
· Both take a Heavenly Dao oath.
· Lei’s final request is to see his son, even from a distance. After seeing Lei Zhenyu alive and healthy, Lei closes his eyes, sheds a tear, and leaves Shi Tian’s body, which collapses unconscious.
· Jin Long bows to Lei, acknowledging him as a great Warrior.
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Jin Huang shook her head. "Of all the people you had to target, you chose him? Before he takes any action, he always prepares a method for his survival."

"When the massacre of Jade Harbor City started, Li Gang had already taken precautions beforehand, by implanting psychological cues in his mind that if any Rank 8

Warrior escaped, he must leave his descendant alive. At that time, he prepared two methods for himself. One was via Lei Zhenyu, and the second was through your
daughter.”

"He sent Lei Zhenyu to Lin Fan for protection, and using him, he also ensured Huang Haoran and Huang Rong's protection. He also revealed a bit of his plans to me so
that | could protect them in case Lin Fan failed or changed his mind later. He even put a psychological cue in Huang Rong's mind to find me. Unfortunately, you couldn't
have known this, since he erased his own memories related to that fact. Although that memory erasure wasn't initially targeted at you. You are simply very unlucky!"

It was true. Huang was extremely unlucky to lose to Li Gang. The only reason Li Gang's entire strategy worked was because he had been incredibly lucky. Although he
tried to take every possibility into account, there are always unexpected things that don't go as expected. Li Gang was lucky that things remained under control.
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She immediately changed the topic. "Tell me, what is the reason you came here?"
He said, "In the future, there will be a great war. | will be the cause of that war."
Jin Huang's eyes narrowed.

She understood Li Gang like the back of her hand at this point. His sentence had a double meaning. The first meaning was for the Immortals. He foresaw that in the
future, he would be the cause of chaos in the Northern Continent. In the future, the Great Unification War would take place, and he would conquer the Northern
Continent through it.
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Marriage is one of the best to make her his "trustworthy" ally!

She led him to believe that she could read his memories while, at the same time, letting the Immortals think she couldn't. The reason she was able to pull both of these
off was because she could actually read Li Gang's memories and understand what she should do to lead him to this conclusion.

Why did she want to do it? Of course, it was all pretense.

Immortal Chen would surely try to stop their marriage, since it would allow her to read his memories and understand the involvement of various schemes surrounding
Li Gang, the existence of the Elemental Emperor, Soul Emperor, Void Emperor, and many other important factors.

They didn't want someone like her to be involved. She was too dangerous.

Unfortunately, Li Gang would deny this interference.

Immortal Chen tried to stop Li Gang, but he suppressed this control and united with Jin Huang.
In desperation, Immortal Chen changed his tactic.

He tried controlling Li Gang's thoughts and then gave him extra memories about soul-type secret techniques that could help him block his mind from being read by his
spouse.

Li Gang wouldn't decline this offer. He gladly accepted and stopped Jin Huang from reading his memories.

This was the exact goal Jin Huang wanted to achieve. Since Immortal Chen personally interfered and stopped Jin Huang from reading his memories, they would never
suspect that she had ever read Li Gang's memories in the past.

There was another reason why Li Gang chose to marry Jin Huang. One of his psychological cues had been triggered.
Jin Huang glanced at him and said, "I have something | must do."

She paused before continuing, "I will gift you the Golden Crow Kingdom as my gift for this special moment. Remember, the Golden Crow Kingdom will block the Wu
Dynasty's interference for only two years."

Li Gang nodded. "That will suffice."
Jin Huang smiled. "You don't need to give me anything. | will take it myself when the time comes."

Li Gang smiled. He understood that she was making a joke about the gifts. He didn't give her anything.
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‘Question 3: What was Li Gang's original arrangement before the two Monarchs took over his body?

Answer: Originally, Li Gang entered the battlefield with the idea that if he lost and was captured, with his Spatial Order rendered useless, he could blackmail Lei with his
son to protect himself temporarily. Lei wouldn't trust Li Gang's mere words, but once he protected him temporarily, Li Gang could think of a way to prove that his son
was alive and under his control. Lei would never allow Huang to kill Li Gang before getting information on his son. Lei could easily connect the dots and know that Li
Gang must have made arrangements in the southern port to bring his son back, since that was the only way to bring him to the Northern Continent for blackmail.

Li Gang was fully prepared for this possibility. He gave Wu Meng the premium token of the Global Commerce and Trade Chamber for this exact reason. He wanted Wu
Meng to purchase anything needed to escape with Lei and Huang's children if a situation arose. Wu Meng wasn't aware of the Monarchs' involvement, and he was very
cautious. Therefore, there was no possibility of Lei and Huang approaching him, nor any possibility of Wu Meng approaching them to betray Li Gang. Wu Meng only
knew the mission was dangerous, and with his cautious nature, his first action upon realizing someone was tracking him would be to escape.

There was a second reason he gave Wu Meng the premium token. The premium token allows one to trade with others remotely through spatial teleportation. Li Gang
had created a new identity within this token. So if he obtained another premium token—which he could easily get from Lei or Huang—he would be able to communicate
with Wu Meng, but Lei and Huang could not. This would allow him to prove the existence of Lei's son, thus gaining full leverage over him.
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He immediately started calculating something.

"There is something wrong with how the battle went."

“The most important question—why did the two Rank 8 warriors decide to deploy the entire 5 million troops?
According to Li Gang's initial calculations, it should have been 1 million. And the reason? Of course, spies.

He had shared his plan with Wei Han, the Demonic faction leader Mo Tiancheng, as well as Gu Zhen. At the same time, he had leaked a small part of his plan to the Shu
Dynasty so that they would deploy more warriors.

But even with that, he had expected they would deploy at most 1 million warriors.

Sending 5 ion seemed unreasonable, and the entire battle was way too smooth. When everything goes more smoothly than expected, one must question if
something is wrong.

As Li Gang followed this line of thought, he suddenly considered a possibility. 'Could it have been orchestrated by those two as well?"
A Rank 8 warrior should already consider the worst-case scenario before taking action.

Both Huang and Lei should have considered the possibility of Li Gang retaining Rank 8 battle strength. This could be one reason why they decided to send so many
warriors—to push him to his limits.

However, despite suffering such heavy losses, and seeing that Li Gang did not use Rank 8 battle strength, they gained the confidence to appear before him.
This had been his conclusion on the battlefield.

But now the question was—what if they had considered their own deaths as a possibility? Since that would be the true worst-case scenario for them, and Li Gang's Rank
8 battle strength was only the medium to make it happen.

Even in such a situation, if they still came to battle, it would mean they must have left a way out. For example—resurrection.

Resurrection is achievable through Soul-type Secret Techniques, but this method can only be prepared before the death of the warrior. This was why Li Gang hadn't
thought of resurrecting his family back then.
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At the same time, there was another point of doubt.

When he arrived at this cabin using Spatial Order, he found vitality pills in a space ring. However, before he could consume them, his vision turned hazy. He had no
memory of what happened next until now, when he woke up.

It felt like he had fainted. He was in extreme pain with various internal injuries. It did make sense that he would faint, but back then, he believed he had enough strength
to persevere until he healed himself with vitality pills. However, he fainted much earlier.

Li Gang's premonition only intensified, and he felt that something was wrong. He also wondered—what if he was overthinking?

He had no clue what his opponents were scheming. If they really had planned something, he could only wait and react. And that was the problem. A person on the
deceiving end always holds an absolute advantage. If they plotted cleverly, he might even die.

There are no stupid people in the world—only active and inactive ones. Those who take action toward their goals are called geniuses, while those who wait for
something to happen are called stupid. But in simpler terms, the former are active, while the latter are inactive.

The one who takes action first holds an advantage over the latter—of course, only when the latter is unaware of those actions.

Now that Li Gang had a premonition that someone might be scheming against him, how could he sit still?

The first thing that came to his mind was the involvement of an Emperor.

He recalled Jin Huang's words: "The realm of Rank 9 Emperor doesn't exist in any Cultivation World. It only exists in this Divine Spirit World!"
What did it mean?

Back then, Li Gang had come to two conclusions from that single sentence.

First—the Mind Reader is not the Emperor. He had initially thought the Mind Reader could be the Emperor residing beyond the Divine Spirit World, unable to interfere
due to certain restrictions. However, when they protected him from information overload during his absorption of Lin Fan's memories, Li Gang concluded that they
might have the ability to interfere—but chose not to. It could be because they were wary of someone—for example, the one who brought Li Gang here.

Now, Li Gang had a new inference. Emperors only exist in this Divine Spirit World, and they can interfere with his life directly. They can take action against him.
However, the Mind Reader exists beyond the Divine Spirit World and cannot interfere at all.
The second point—when Li Gang absorbed Lin Fan's past life memories, there was a lot of crucial information about Rank 9s—Emperors.

This created a contradiction. Why would Lin Fan have memories of the Emperor realm? The Emperor realm only exists in the Divine Spirit World, not outside it.
Therefore, Lin Fan shouldn't have possessed such in-depth knowledge of Emperors.
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Li Gang couldn't calm the premonition in his heart. He sped things up and began checking for all kinds of clues. First—the vitality pills. Their number was the same.
Second—the Spatial Order. It was still with him.

As he thought this, he suddenly realized something while fiddling with the Spatial Order. He couldn't use it.

He was confident it should still have sufficient energy despite his previous use. At that very moment, a chill ran down his spine.

He suddenly realized—"I don't know how long | fainted!"

Normally, it wouldn't matter. But for Li Gang, this was a critical information gap. He now understood what the entire trap was about.

He quickly formed an inference based on his current situation. It wasn't necessarily accurate—and he knew that. But the important point was that countering this
possibility would increase his chances of survival.

"Before | left, | must have been marked with a special inscription. | don't know what it is, but it put me to sleep while revealing my location. It should have been placed on
the Spatial Order. My enemies aren't just those Rank 8 warriors—but also an Emperor!"

How did he reach this conclusion?

First—even he didn't know how to directly drain the energy of the Spatial Order. Yet someone had done so silently. He refused to believe no Emperor was involved.
Second—by removing its energy, he was trapped in this place. He was heavily injured and needed to recuperate. If they trapped him, they would surely come.
Third—the fact that he didn't know how long he had been unconscious meant that if someone was targeting him, they could find him at any moment.

Fourth—the Emperors were likely not directly involved. Otherwise, they would have already found him before he woke up. It was also possible they had already come,
taken what they wanted, and left—but Li Gang didn't need to consider that possibility. Why? Because if that were true, he would already be safe. He only needed to
consider possible dangers.

Fifth—they didn't mark him directly, but the Spatial Order. Li Gang was well-versed in formations and inscriptions. With his caution, he wouldn't have made such an
©obvious mistake. The inscription could only be placed on something even he couldn't see through. That thing was the Spatial Order.

Li Gang immediately stood up and resolutely threw the Spatial Order into the lake behind the cabin. He took the vitality pills and left without healing himself.
The Spatial Order was a powerful tool for escaping danger—but right now, it was the danger itself. He didn't have enough Spiritual Stones to recharge it anyway.

No matter how great a treasure is, it is never as important as one's own life.
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Question 2: What if Lei didn't go to Prince Jin Bo?

Answer: The arrangement with Jin Bo was just a side dish. Even if Chu You didn't go to Prince Jin Bo, the rest of the strategy would work. Zudas could still get help from
Jin Long without Lei's awareness. The only reason he sent Chu You was to increase the chances, because Li Gang didn't know beforehand where Huang would take him.
As aresult, his first priority was to break the deadlock and regain his freedom so he could have room to maneuver. He wanted to make as many people search for him
as possible. With Jin Bo, he merely wanted to pull Lei into the game to find him. Once he retained his freedom, he could find other ways to contact Lei.
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Question 1: How did Li Gang know when Lei would leave the Golden Crow Dynasty? Jin Long had created a hidden identity for Shi Tian, and everything was
done secretly, so how did Li Gang know when Lei would leave so that he could send the letter through Zudas without Lei being aware?

Answer: Li Gang didn't know that. Zudas had no way of knowing it either. Li Gang merely told Zudas to send the letter as soon as possible. He knew it would take at least
4-5 more days for Zudas to send the letter to Jin Long, and it would have been enough time for Lei to leave the capital. This was because from the 16th to the 26th, there
was a 10-day window where Lei would have controlled Shi Tian's body. Li Gang used 10 days as his bottom line for Lei to leave.

With Jin Long ascending to Rank 7 and the deep relationship between Jin Long and Shi Tian, it was impossible for Lei to be at ease, especially when he lacked Shi Tian's
memories and couldn't always control the body. Li Gang believed Lei would leave the capital within 5-6 days by some means, but to be cautious and avoid unforeseen
circumstances, he set the deadline at 10 days.
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Li Gang confirmed the Body Parasitizing rules. After realizing that the rules in his memory were the same as the ones Lei stated, Li Gang felt slightly relieved.

If Lei had stated that the day Huang takes over Li Gang's body was after the one Li Gang knew from his memory, then Li Gang would be sure that Lei was lying. That
would mean Lei intended to collaborate with Huang; after Huang took over the body, he would find out where Lei Zhenyu was and protect him in a timely manner.

If Lei had stated it was before the date Li Gang knew about, then it would confirm that the person who gave him the extra memories was his enemy. That memory would
have been intended to trap him by delaying his plans.

If the dates they spoke of were the same, then it could be both a worst-case and best-case situation for Li Gang. Now, Lei could be trusted—as long as the person behind
Lei wasn't the same person who granted Li Gang the memories! Humans are complex creatures. This test only proved whether Lei was trustworthy at this very moment.
Lei could definitely change his mind later on.

At the same time, neither of them could be fully trusted. Li Gang knew that the information he had about parasitizing a body came from an Emperor. He also knew that
behind Lei's and Huang's schemes, there was an Emperor. What if they were the same entity? In that case, Lei could be lying to him right now, deliberately giving him the
exact same rules Li Gang had received from Lin Fan's memories. This was a flaw that Li Gang had no way to resolve.

The only way to target Huang and get rid of him was on the very day he took over the body. That was the only day Huang would come out and regain consciousness.
There was a gap of one day before he fully eradicated Li Gang's soul and gained all his memories.

Li Gang needed to know what day that was to make everything work.
Li Gang disclosed to Lei how many days Huang had already taken over his body, exactly on which days, and for what durations.
Lei narrowed his eyes, suspicious of the sudden transparency. "Why are you giving me your exact weaknesses?"

Li Gang stated bluntly, "If you are lying to me, holding back information, or waiting for the perfect moment to double-cross me, you need to know exactly how much time
you actually have. This isn't a game. If you miscalculate and let Huang take permanent control, | die. | am giving you the timetable so you understand that my deadline is
your son's deadline. If | don't get my body back within 12 hours on that day, you'll have no chance of saving your son!"
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Mind Reading is a very unique ability.

There are only three situations where someone's mind can be read.
First, when the cultivation gap is extremely high.

Second, when two beings are a couple.

Third, through the Soul Search secret technique.

Let's talk about the first one. Assume a Rank 7 Warrior is standing in front of a mortal. He can perceive the mortal's brainwaves and decrypt them after being with the
mortal for a while. A mortal's brainwaves aren't as complex as a Warrior's. They can also interfere with brainwaves and reverse-control the brain through them. An
advanced warrior can easily manipulate a mortal's subconscious with both their abilities and wits.

In the case of Immortals, they exist at a higher realm, and a Warrior's thoughts are always exchanged between the brain and soul via Spiritual Essence and Soul Essence.

Immortals control Immortal Essence, which is formed from the combination of Spiritual Essence and Soul Essence. They can directly interfere with Spiritual Essence and
Soul Essence to a certain extent and not only gain information but also influence thoughts. However, this control is at a superficial level. As a result, a Warrior with an
extremely high bottom line can resist it based on instinctual disgust against taking certain actions.

In the second case, marriage is a sacred ritual. It is approved by the Heavenly Dao, and it connects two souls. This connection can be used to read each other's minds.

In the third situation, every Soul Search secret technique leaves a burden on the one on whom it is used. They might suffer minor to extremely severe soul injuries and
might even die.

Wang Xueyao's Soul Search method granted to Li Gang was a Rank 9 technique, but even then it caused considerable impact on Lin Fan. There is no Immortal-level Soul
Search method, since Immortals don't have souls to begin with. No matter how efficient a Soul Search method is, it will always leave injury to the soul on which it is used.
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Who wouldn't want their own flesh and blood to succeed?

Lei was no exception. He had invested many resources in his son, Lei Zhenyu.

As Li Gang was about to kill him, something triggered in his mind, and he stopped.

Li Gang's eyes suddenly stopped in a certain direction before he moved on and continued attacking elsewhere.

After finishing the Thunderous Peak Sect, he moved on to massacre the Shadow Phoenix Sect.

Huang had invested heavily in the younger generation. He had many legitimate and illegitimate heirs—nearly all of whom were killed in front of him.
Only two survived:

Huang's youngest legitimate son, Huang Haoran, and his daughter, Huang Rong.

However, the existence of survivors was something even Ding Wei was unaware of. He had protected many warriors tied to the Monarch Inheritance, but most of them
were rogue cultivators.

He did this to prevent the Immortals from pinpointing his identity. Ding Wei thought all of the Warriors of Thunder Peak Sect and Shadow Phoenix Sect died, just like
Huang and Lei.
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Lei Zhenyu stared at the steam rising from his cup for a moment before speaking.

"During the massacre at Jade Harbor City, the Demon King of the South spared me," Lei Zhenyu replied, his voice rough but steady. "I didn't know why at the time. But
before | could escape the aftermath of that slaughter, he appeared in front of me again. He was brutally injured—bleeding out and barely holding together. Even in that
state, | knew | wasn't a match for him. My only goal was to survive so | could eventually take my revenge.

Lei Zhenyu let out a dry breath. "l was relieved that he didn't plan to kill me, but what he told me next changed everything. He said he had an enemy named Lin Fan, an
incredibly dangerous man who had followed him all the way there and was hiding in the shadows, watching his every move. The Demon King told me he had a use for
me, and that if | wanted to live, | had to persuade Lin Fan."

"l trusted him, because he did spare me. | subconsciously believed he didn't wish me to die for some reason.”
Jin Long's eyes narrowed slightly, silently urging him to continue.

"He gave me a letter, written in a language | didn't understand,” Lei Zhenyu explained. "He told me to announce to Lin Fan that he held critical information regarding
Wang Xueyao and her ultimate goals. The Demon King had confronted her and even lived alongside her for five years."

A bitter, humorless smile crossed Lei Zhenyu's face. "It was the perfect bait. As instructed, | told Lin Fan the information came with a price. If he ever wanted to know
Wang Xueyao's secrets, he had to become our shield. | demanded that he protect me, Huang Haoran, and Huang Rong without alerting them. And more than that—he
had to personally ensure that Huang Haoran and | safely reach the Northern Continent before a very specific deadline: 15th February of the year 42058."

"I had to accept his offer, because he said if | was found by an Emperor, | would die. If | wished to meet my parents, who had escaped their predicament, | had to come
to the Northern Continent by that time. He told me that my father would appear here around this time!"

Lei Zhenyu looked up, meeting the King's gaze. "Lin Fan wanted to soul search, but after reading the letter, he suddenly agreed to my terms. To get what he was after, he
had to keep us alive and escort us exactly where the Demon King wanted us to be."




